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1 u. S TBFEQET(ME’%U%A'IEI TI ON 1 room a.nd Fhe building and getting parked and situated. |
2 2 would invite you to please feel free to grab refreshments
3 3 asyou need them.
4 4 A couple of housekeeping things before we get
5 5 started. Therestrooms are out this door. Make aquick
6 6 left and another eft, essentialy right behind thiswall,
7 April 22, 2015 7 at any time that you need to exit the room. | want to let
8 9-15 a. m 8 folks know that as we proceed this morning, we will have an
9 9 opportunity to hear both from our tribal leaders that will
10 10 be attending throughout the day, and we have a framework
1 . . . 11 that we're hoping to be able to adhere to for the remainder
12 Uni ver SILEJ& 0fA I\b\év Mexi co 12 of the day when we will have public comments available this
Al buquer que, Rlew i%bm co 87104
13 13 afternoon.
14 14 So we're especially excited that you are here to
15 15 joinus. We are expecting other folks to join throughout
16 16 themorning. So at thistime | would like to turn over the
17 17 microphone to Joyce Silverthorne, the Director of the
18 18 Office of Indian Education for the U.S. Department of Ed
19 19 who will provide some opening remarks for us. Thank you.
20 20 CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: (Speaking in
21 21 nativelanguage.) Good morning, everyone, and welcome to
2 22 the Department of Education’s Tribal Consultation session.
23 ) 23 Asapiece of information as we begin this process, we have
o REPCRTED BY. W%EFFAI Qe LAS%d%lEsy LC 24 acourt reporter that will be keeping record and making a
25 %\P quler aue,St .K,S\?\} NEQIP"CE, %ibz 25 transcript of today's events. So for anyone who does
26
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1 PAMELA AGOYO: Good morning. If you all 1 speak, please give her your name, and if your nameisa
2 could please rise for the color guard. 2 difficult oneto spell, please spell it for her so that
3 (Presentation of the flags.) 3 we'reableto have afull record of the day's events.
4 PAMELA AGOYO: Pleaseremain standing. The 4 | welcome you to this session. We have been
5 second lieutenant governor of the Pueblo of Acomawill give | 5 doing these consultations since 2010. In the room, how
6 theinvocation. 6 many of you have been to one of the tribal educations or
7 KURT RILEY: (Speaking in native language.) 7 Education Department's Tribal Consultation in the past? So
8 Good morning, everyone. Inmy prayer | asked for 8 atleast ahandful. Thank you. We're never quite certain
9 al of our spirits, whatever we believe in, to be able to 9 of how broad our coverageis, and so we continue to try and
10 enlighten you to give you the gift of speech to enlighten 10 expand.
11 you so that we can speak with the Department of Education |11 | have a special thank you to tribal leaders who
12 this morning on behalf of al of our children. Because 12 are here at the head table with ustoday. The effort
13 that'sthe thing that we need is enlightenment. Although 13 awaysisto get that government-to-government conversation
14 it'sadifferent form of education from our traditional 14 moving. And with their busy schedules, we know that that
15 teachings, these are the tools that we need in today's 15 isasacrifice of time, and we appreciate your being here,
16 world. So | thank you all for giving me the opportunity to 16 so thank you.
17 pray for al of uson our behalf. Please, be seated. 17 We have a number of things to cover today. And
18 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Governor. 18 usualy | have a counterpart here with me. And
19 (Speaking in native language.) 19 unfortunately, everybody was scheduled at thistime and we
20 Good morning. I'm Pam Agoyo. |I'm the director 20 have many things that are moving forward today. And so |
21 of American Indian Student Services and the special 21 wasthe only one who was still able to come. We do have a
22 assistant to the president for American Indian Affairs here 22 dlightly shorter version of our normal al-day sessions,
23 at the University of New Mexico. On behalf of the 23 and so well try to stay as close as we can to the agenda
24 president and the institution, | welcome all of you to our 24 items so that we can cover as much as possible.
25 campus. | trust that you had little stress finding the 25 At the end of the day, if you have not had an

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
505-843-7789



Page 2 (Pages 5-8)

© 00 N O O~ WN PR

B e
[ES)

Page 5

opportunity to speak and you would still like to go on
record with any of the items that we do cover, please feel
free to contribute those comments to the -- | believeiit's
at the above bottom of our page. Amara?

AMARA OKOROAFOR: Yes.

PAMELA AGOYO: At the Web site at the bottom
of our page. And that will get your information to us so
that we will be able to add them to the transcript. The
transcript should be available in about two weeks.

We have slightly a different setup today just

because we have only one person from DC. We would normally
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morning, technology is giving us alittle bit of a
challenge today, aswell. Living in both worlds, trying to
be as technologically current as possible and trying to
have as broad of coverage as we can have sometimes creates
its own unique challenges.

That grant program will be slightly different
than the pilot project was. This pilot project was only
two tribes, federally recognized tribes with reservations
with public schools. That has been opened to be federally
recognized tribes and their schools on or near to the
reservation, and including BIE schools, if they have BIE

12 have apresentation and visit about the White House 12 schoolsincluded in their community.
13 Initiative on American Indian and Alaska Native Education. 13 The next document that you have -- do you have
14 And all three of their people today are out in different 14 any questions over that? That's aslightly new twist from
15 sitesaddressing additional ED issues. So | will be 15 some information you may have had before. Does anybody
16 covering some of that information for them. 16 have any questions about that? Yes.
17 When you look at your packet, let's take alook 17 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: What were the two pilot
18 at theitemsthat you do have. Thefirst oneisaTribal 18 programs?
19 Consultation Policy. Although we've been doing tribal 19 CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: One pilot
20 consultations since 2010 for the Department of Education, 20 program, State Tribal Education Partnership.
21 our policy has not been very robust. And so what we are 21 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Right. And who were
22 trying to do isto encourage that government-to-government 22 the--
23 conversation and trying to expand that consultation policy. 23 CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: 2012 to
24 And the Department of Educetion is making some commitments |24 2015, thisyear.
25 within this document that were not on record before. They 25 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Okay. And where were
Page 6 Page 8
1 are addressing the need to have conversation. They are 1 thenpilots?
2 acknowledging the role of self-governance. And so please 2 CHAIRWOMAN JOYCE SILVERTHORNE: They werein
3 takealook at this and look for more detail. This 3 four places: The Navajo Nation; Nez Percein Idaho; the
4 document became available on April 13th. It is open for a 4 Chickasaw in Oklahoma-- I'm sorry, I'm trying to think off
5 90-day comment period, and that 90-day comment period will | 5 thetop of my head -- and the Umatillain Oregon. And
6 end July 13. And on your cover sheet you have the location 6 those four programs have helped us to gain a great deal of
7 of where to send those comments. 7 information about how well this works, how well it -- other
8 The next document that you have in your folder is 8 thingsthat we need to address to make it work better. And
9 aFederal Register notice. And thisisthe State Tribal 9 aswe have moved through that process, those have been
10 Education Partnership. In 2012, the Congress appropriated 10 incorporated into this document, the new competition that
11 $2 million to the Department of Education to create a 11 wearerunning now. However, we will still be looking at
12 program that acknowledges and funds directly to the tribal 12 funding to the TEA with apreliminary partnership with the
13 education agencies to work with education activities that 13 state education agency, and then working through that to
14 thefederal government boastsin their communities. 14 work in the LEAs, whether it's BIE or public.
15 The TEASs needed to be designated through their 15 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Oh.
16 tribe as the agency of record for the activities under that 16 CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: We havea
17 grant. And we had four programs that were active in that 17 position open in my office. The Office of Indian Education
18 pilot project for three years. Those will conclude at the 18 isan Indian preference office. And we did hire two people
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end of September. At the end of September -- or before the
end of September, we have anew competition. This opens
the new competition. It will be available for 60 days.
There will be a preapplication Webinar that will be on
either April 30th or May 1st. Please watch our Web site
for which day that will be. We were hoping for April 30th,
but we have a conflict of technology. Asyou noticed this
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in January. Unfortunately, one of them left for aNavy
position, and so we have a position open once again. And
so we are hoping to be able to recruit. And that will be
closing on April 24th. So if you know of somebody who is
inthe DC area, isinterested or willing to move to the DC
area, we would be very happy to hear from them.

Those are al of the documents that we have today
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1 that areinyour folder. 1 everybody that heard it. So now we arelooking at al of
2 In the President's visit last summer to the 2 our objectives need to be culturally relevant instead of
3 Midwest, there were -- there was a process of introducing 3 that being an objective of itsown. That soundslike a
4 himto therealities of living on the reservation, living 4 simple change, but it actually changes everything that we
5 inisolated areas, the challenges that we have in our 5 aredoing under Title VII.
6 education system. And asthat -- as he came back home, he 6 And where afew years ago we found that 87
7 called together his executive officersin the Department of 7 percent of our programs were doing reading and math, that's
8 Education, Department of Interior, Department of 8 not abad thing. But reading and math are a so core
9 Agriculture, Health and Human Services. And with those 9 subjects of the school system and need to be addressed
10 folksin the room, he told them something has to change. 10 within the core subjects of the school. It shouldn't be
11 So asyou are listening this year to new events, 11 that our Title VII program, which amounts to somewhere
12 new activities that are coming forward out of the federal 12 between $140 to $200 per student per year, that should not
13 government, many of those are adirect result from that 13 bewhere we rely on math and reading being improved. We
14 visit to what they learned and of what they came back to DC 14 can be helpers. We can be support. We can be
15 with and their efforts to try and begin addressing those 15 supplemental. But that shouldn't be where we rely on the
16 prior to any opportunities to change the statutes, prior to 16 schoolsto serve our students.
17 any opportunities to make major changesin budgets. Those 17 So there have been afew shifts. So the other
18 areeffortsto be able to look at what we are doing 18 shift isthat we are doing a discretionary program. And
19 currently, adjust how we are doing what we are doing 19 the new priority for the discretionary program, Native
20 currently, and do it better. And so you'll see anumber of 20 Youth Community Project, isadirect result of the
21 different effortsthat are coming forward. 21 President and the Secretary of State'svisit to Indian
22 In my office, one of those is the Native Y outh 22 Country last year.
23 Community Project. Native Y outh Community Projectisanew |23 And what we are looking at is a community
24 priority under the Title V1| discretionary programs. How 24 partnership with agoa that is measurable objectives that
25 many of you have children in Title VIl programsin your 25 isagreed upon. We want to identify someone who has been
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1 schools? The Title VII programs fund over 1300 different 1 ableto demonstrate success, whether it'sin Indian
2 schools, give or take, each year. And with that, there are 2 programs, our cther educational programs, who is the
3 440,000 students that are served through that program. 3 partner within this partnership. And we want these, the
4 However, it isasupplemental program. It'snot alarge 4 community to look at heeds assessment or data analysis to
5 amount of money. Anditisn't -- it doesn't go asfar as 5 identify how they have chosen the activity that they have
6 wewould likeit to go. So one of the waysto do that is 6 chosen to move forward with.
7 tolook at how does that program fit within other programs. | 7 Those projects are going to be a new competition
8 So for -- even in the formula programs with our 8 thisyear. | can't see my e-mail thismorning, and so |
9 1300 schools, there are opportunities to better coordinate 9 believe they will be published in the Federal Register as
10 between Title I, which is the disadvantaged students 10 thefinal regulationsthis morning. And if they aren'tin
11 education; Title I, which is professional development; the |11 therethis morning, they will be tomorrow.
12 Titlelll, whichislanguage. All of those federal 12 Thefinal regulations will tell us how thiswill
13 programs have some aspect to address, quote, "l 13 operate and give you information about what you need to
14 students.” Our Indian children are a part of those "all 14 plan for. And within two weekswe will have the notice and
15 students." So how are these programs coordinated to 15 funding applications, and there will be a 60-day
16 address the needs of Indian children. And that's one of 16 preparation time. So those are the changes that we have
17 thethingsthat we have changed in our Title VII process, 17 seen within the program. Those are activities that are
18 tolook for that coordination and to understand better how 18 coming out that are new. And so we hope to be able to have
19 that is being done across programs. 19 more information very soon for you, and look forward to
20 The other process that has changed is that 20 applications and information comments and questions. Thank
21 culturaly relevant was an objective. As an objective, 21 you.
22 that'sa-- we'd al liketo be culturally relevant, right, 22 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Joyce. We are
23 whether we're operating in our first worlds or whether we 23 fortunate to be able to provide some perspective regarding
24 areoperating in today's very technological world. Andso |24 our state and certainly the region. And so this morning we
25 "culturally relevant” had different connotations to 25 havethis Secretary for Indian Affairs, Kelly Zunie, and
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1 aso Pat Sandoval, who is the director of planning and 1 want the educators to know, because I'll need your help in
2 evauation for the Santa Fe Indian School. They're going 2 speaking to your tribal |eadership and maybe helping them.
3 to provide us some framework and some insight into some of 3 Because I'm putting together, out of IAD, or Indian Affairs
4 thehighlights of their work currently ongoing. So at this 4 Department, ayouth conference, a community-builders
5 time, I'm going to hand it over to them to continue the 5 conference. And these aren't for the kids that are the
6 conversation. 6 starsand, you know, the ones that shine and everybody is
7 KELLY ZUNIE: | guess| haveto haveit 7 behind because they are the leaders in the community and
8 closer. (Speaking in native language.) 8 they just have that natural savvy for being aleader. It's
9 Good morning. Thank you so much for inviting us 9 not for them. Nor isit for those children on the other
10 and being able to give the state perspective. We are dll 10 end of the spectrum, our students who are struggling.
11 herefor one reason, and that's for our children. So | do 11 Because, redly, | think the focus and the spotlight has
12 want to acknowledge leadership from not only my tribe, Zuni |12 been on those two.
13 Pueblo, but the pueblo governor -- governing leadership. 13 | really want to acknowledge those maybe average,
14 That really meansalot. Because sometimes when we put 14 everyday kids, they go to school, they come home, they
15 initiatives out there, we feel like maybe sometimes that 15 participate in the cultural activities of being home. And
16 isn't acknowledged at the leadership level. 16 I'mcalling it the Community Builders Y outh Conference.
17 | aso want to acknowledge leadership from 17 Andtheideaisto be able to have each tribal leader
18 Jicarillaand, let's see, I'm sure Navajo Nation. And I'm 18 select five community builders from their community. We
19 not sure if we have anyone from Mescalero. But | feel 19 would meet for two days. We would give them the tools you
20 grateful that the tribal leadership isin attendance. 20 know, education and -- thisis also partnering with STEM,
21 So my nameisKelly Zunie. I'm from Zuni Tribe. 21 making sure that we're really helping these kids that are
22 And | am ahuge, huge advocate for education. And not only |22 most likely going to stay in the community and become
23 education, but special education, aswell. Our youngest 23 community traditional leaders, to learn things like project
24 sonisautistic, and it's been a huge challenge just in 24 management, to include any part of STEM in that project,
25 every day teaching him how to do just our normal everyday 25 and then to turn around and go back and divide them into
Page 14 Page 16
1 things. Heis13 now. And | do want to say that |'ve been 1 regionswhere they create their own STEM youth conferences
2 huge on pushing academicsin hislife. And | do want to 2 for themselves.
3 publicly acknowledge my husband, because my husband has 3 So I'm all about empowering. Education, empower
4 awayssaid, "Kel, he'sfine. He'snormal for him." 4 and teach them. Give them thetools. And the huge
5 That was like somebody hit me over my head with a 5 distinction is mentoring. So out of our State office --
6 two-by-four. So | backed off asamom. My mamabear claws | 6 we're not public education, but we are Indian Affairs --
7 retracted, and | let him be. | let him tag along with his 7 thatisthelegacy that | want to leave. And so I'm just
8 dad, riding the horses, putting up fence, doing chores, 8 wanting to put that out there. Put that on all of you
9 those kinds of things that really are everyday life things. 9 all'sradar so that we can be able to make sure that your
10 And, you know, being 13 now, the tantruming has nearly 10 leaders know about it. And the leaders, think of those
11 stopped. And he has said, "Thank you, thank you, for 11 kids. Not the stars and not so much the naughty ones,
12 teaching methesethings." Andtheway hetalksis 12 becausethere'salot of help for them, but the onesthat |
13 different, but he says, "I want to thank you for my 13 think sometimes get overlooked. And just kind of be
14 education because | want to just be normal.” And every day 14 thinking who those kids are that you might want to
15 weremind him that heis normal for him. 15 recommend.
16 And so it's educators like you who go into the 16 So today, talking about state-tribal relationship
17 schools every day, who deal with regular, normal 17 with -- in education, | have to be frank, up front and
18 functioning children and children who are alittle bit in 18 honest. | am not the subject matter expert. The subject
19 need of alittle more help. And | want to acknowledge you 19 matter expert, oneis sitting next to me, and I'll
20 dll for that asamom, and give you my heartfelt thanks for 20 introduce the other here. And so | am going to graciously
21 that, aswell, because you are hugely important and an 21 step aside and let the experts speak. And | also want to
22 integral part. 22 just let everybody know that our officeis open. If there
23 Asfar asthe State goes, | want to make sure 23 are any grants that you want to go after, call us. We can
24 that all our youth -- and | love that this -- the new 24 assist you. We can give you technical assistance. What |
25 initiativeisreally focused on community partnerships. | 25 suggest isthat you write your grant and then bring it to
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1 ustolet usreview it for content. Y ou know, we have 1 challenged with today is dueto alot of the federal, state

2 excellent grant reviewers, aswell. So that's a huge, huge 2 legidation that has been put in place to benefit us, to

3 offer, you know, of help that we can do and that's within 3 guideus, whatever. But many of it was put in place

4 our purview. 4 without our -- without the consultation process. So we're

5 So without taking any more time, | appreciate the 5 dealing with alot of that as we move forward in education.

6 invitation. And I'm going to have DeAlva Caabazafromthe | 6 But alot of the successes that we've seen in our

7 Public Education Department come and sit with Peatricia 7 education has been due to some of the legislation. So as

8 here, and they will go -- and then | can sit and answer 8 we go through this, DeAlvaand | have not had any

9 questions, aswell. 9 opportunity to sit down together here and to talk about how
10 PAMELA AGOYO: | want to mention that there 10 were going to do this. So we decided we're just going to
11 will be some hard copies of what would have been a 11 kind of tag team here as we go through the federal
12 PowerPoint presentation, had our technology been not 12 legidation and talk about successes and challenges with
13 misbehaving this morning. So the staff here will be 13 regard to this. So basicaly -- yes.
14 providing hard copies of the presentation. So please don't 14 DEALVA CALABAZA: (Speaking in Native
15 feel like you're not going to have access to that provided 15 language.) My nameisDeAlva Caabaza. | am here
16 at the end of the meeting. 16 representing Indian Education Division within the Public
17 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: (Speakingin Native 17 Education Department. And currently | am the interim
18 language.) My nameis Patricia Sandoval. I'm from the 18 assistant secretary for Indian Education in New Mexico for
19 Pueblo of Laguna, the Village of Paguate. | always haveto 19 public schools.
20 say Village of Paguate. 20 And thank you, again, for inviting me here today.
21 | see alot of people here that I'm familiar 21 And to sit between these two intelligent women, Secretary
22 with, so I'm really happy to see you here because it 22 Kelly Zunie, who represents our Indian Education -- our
23 really -- it'skind of -- thisis stressful, coming up here 23 Indian Affairs Department, and aswell -- and | find it
24 and speaking to people about education, because education 24 funny that she said she's nervous, because | wasreally
25 isstressful initself. 25 nervouswhen | did see Mr. Abeytacomein. AndI'm

Page 18 Page 20

1 My history is I've been mentored by this 1 thinking, oh, God. | wasone of his students at Santa Fe

2 gentleman here. It'sawaysalittle intimidating to be 2 Mid School.

3 speaking when he's also in the audience. Mr. Abeytawasmy | 3 And | am aproduct of both BIE and public

4 mentor at Santa Fe Indian School and has been my mentor as | 4 schools. And | have seen the many struggles on a

5 I've been going through the education process. And so, 5 day-to-day basis since | was a child going through school,

6 likel said, it's good to see you all becauseit kind of 6 aswaell asentering into my post secondary aswell as

7 helpsto get rid of this pressure that I've got over on 7 getting my education with my master's degree. And asl

8 thisside. 8 look into the audience, |, too, see alot of my mentors.

9 DeAlvaand | met on Monday. And basically what 9 And educationisstressful. And | seeal of you as my
10 wewere -- thank you, Kevin. Kevin asked usto both 10 mentors, as my partners, and thank you, Joyce, for being
11 present, and he asked us to provide alandscape of tribal 11 here.
12 education in New Mexico. He also asked usto put in some 12 Anditisalot -- it's become a difficult
13 historical perspective, and also to talk about the 13 situation where how much consultation do we provide and to
14 successes and challenges in education here in our region in 14 what level. Because consultation doesn't work unless both
15 New Mexico. 15 parties are willing to provide input and accept the
16 And the way we decided to do thisis we decided 16 challenges and to become onein pushing Indian education
17 to go through the legidlation. So Pam spoke about -- you 17 forward. And thank you for being here, and thank you for
18 will havein this PowerPoint presentation. There's nothing 18 allowing me to speak.
19 dynamic about it, guys, so you're really not missing 19 And | will give the mike back to Pat here.
20 anything. It'sjust really basic notes that we prepared 20 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: So basicaly what we
21 for ourselves. 21 have hereiswe have a history of education. And for all
22 But what we'd like to do, actually, isto go kind 22 of you educators sitting in this room, and for those of you
23 of through the history. What is the timeline of the 23 that aretribal people who have gone through this process,
24 legidlation that's been both federal and state that has 24 much of thisinformation that we're sharing is not going to
25 impacted us astribal people, because much of what we're 25 benew to you. Obvioudly, you are aware of this. But kind
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1 of just for the record and to also talk about the 1 that, astribal schools, Bureau-funded schools, we don't
2 challengesthat we're faced with as we go through this 2 haveto deal with, but | know it's a big issue for public
3 legidation, either -- basically in the implementing of the 3 schoals.
4 legislation iskind of where our challenges and our 4 DEALVA CALABAZA: Yes. Andthepoliciesand
5 successeslie. 5 federal regulations and laws, statutes that include Impact
6 So if you go through the federal -- even before 6 Aidasoinclude Indian policies and procedures. However,
7 U.S. federal legidation, you have the sixteen, 7 you know, in 2003, when the Indian Education Act was
8 seventeen-hundreds, the coming of the missionaries to the 8 adopted and amended in 2007, it included Indian policies
9 Southwest. We're -- many of us are Catholic. We go back 9 and procedures with a stipulation that tribal entities were
10 tothe 1600s for that. And so what are the impacts of that 10 to sign off on those Indian policies and procedures.
11 Catholicism on our education? 11 However, it was pursuant to federal regulation.
12 | was educated, as was Mr. Abeyta, at 12 And within federal regulations, we have to yield
13 St. Catherine's, which was a boarding school in Santa Fe. 13 to them and respect the fact that there was no sanctions
14 So, you know, there's the impacts of that. 14 attached to that. Therefore, within the past couple of
15 In 1834, the Indian Removal Act, which started 15 months, we have been working on promulgated rules to
16 the boarding school erafor not only the schools that we 16 implement the act itself and identifying procedures and
17 have herein New Mexico -- Santa Fe Indian School, 17 staffsfor Indian policies and procedures, which has become
18 Albuquerque Indian School -- but throughout the country. 18 one of our major challengesin that effort where school
19 We're till dealing with the impacts of that era. 19 districts and tribes want to see us put sanctions on I mpact
20 1933, the public schools became -- started in 20 Aiddollars. However, the funding does come from federal
21 New Mexico. 21 government directly to school districts. Andit's
22 In 1934, we have the -- and amended in 1936, we 22 noncategorical funding for students within their public
23 have aJohnson O'Malley Act, which is something that -- 23 schools.
24 it'sawaysatopic of consultation, are there enough 24 Thisiswhereit isimportant for our officeto
25 resources? A couple years ago, Johnson O'Malley went away, |25 continue to collaborate and provide facilitation and
Page 22 Page 24
1 and there was again another thrust by tribal leaders. | 1 technical assistance with public schools as well asthe
2 want to speak to -- | can honestly see the lieutenant 2 neighboring tribes that are on or near the public schools
3 governor, former lieutenant governor Tortalitafrom Acoma 3 boundaries.
4 standing up constantly for Johnson O'Malley so that there'd 4 So thisis where we need to also work together on
5 dtill beresourcesthat are there for Johnson O'Malley. 5 thiseffort, insuring that our students are receiving the
6 In 1935, the Bureau of Indian Affairs schools 6 adequate attention as far as funding and curriculum. So
7 were established within the tribal communities. And right 7 this-- you know, | am asking of you to work with usin
8 now, we have many of those: Santa Clara, Taos -- where 8 this matter.
9 else-- Laguna, San Felipe, Isleta, Sky City -- all of 9 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: In 1964, we had the Head
10 these schoolsthat are currently in our communities. And 10 Start coming into our communities. | was listened to -- |
11 many of them right now, as they're moving towards becoming |11 wastold to be neutral, so I'm just quoting Mr. Regis Pecos
12 tribally-controlled schools -- | see Mike out there from 12 saying, "What was the Head Start to?" So I'll go back to
13 Santa Clarawho isworking on that effort. So, you know, 13 being neutral, Kevin.
14 there'salot of these -- the transition. And now we 14 1965, the Elementary and Secondary Schools Act.
15 understand that under the sovereignty grants and the most 15 Weall know that that was kind of the beginning of this
16 recent executive order and Sally Jewell going out and these 16 achievement gap. And so thisisastatement that -- and |
17 listening sessions. 17 kind of live by this-- isthat our students, our Native
18 So thisisall consultation that we've all been 18 American students, and al of you know that, our students
19 part of in the very, very, very recent past, looking at the 19 arenot deficient. No.
20 restructure. How isthe restructure going to impact us as 20 There's -- if you look at what the assessment --
21 tribal schools. Jump in any time you want here. 21 so hereismy -- | guess part of my tribal consultation
22 DEALVA CALABAZA: You'redoing great. 22 pieceisaround assessment -- is that our students are very
23 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Okay. Thanks. 23 intelligent. Y ou know, our communities have indigenous
24 1950, and amended in 1970, the Impact Aid. I'm 24 knowledge systems that have been in place forever and that
25 going to let DeAlva spesk to this because this is something 25 have allowed usto survive as Native people. So you talk
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1 about culturally relevant curriculum, cultural relevanceis 1 schools. One of the challengesis that focus around

2 very important in that we be addressing where the students 2 reading and math for AY P purposes. The achievement gap

3 are, what isthat prior knowledge that they bring into the 3 saysyou are not successful because you are not good in

4 communities. 4 reading and math. Again, you disregard al of the other

5 So if you actually had a standardized assessment 5 knowledge that the student brings to the school, to the

6 that assessed all that our students know, it would not be 6 table, to the conversation.

7 the Native students where we would see the achievement gap. | 7 So astribally-controlled schools, then, one of

8 Our students are very whole thinkers. And so | would -- | 8 our challengesisto know what isit that we are

9 guess, interms of a standardized assessment that only 9 accountable for as a sovereign? What isit we can do? And
10 assesses math and reading and AY P, is that determining 10 one of the things that we have done is the whole discussion
11 of -- sayswe are successful or not successful. But 11 about atribally responsive curriculum.

12 everything isin math and reading. We'retotally 12 Santa Fe Indian School -- and | have to blow our
13 disregarding all of that knowledge that our students bring. 13 horn here -- has made adequate yearly progress now for
14 So what isit that we as educators need to do to 14 threeyearsinarow. And wedidn't do it just by teaching
15 put together to be -- to either change this whole 15 reading and math. We did it by offering a culturally
16 standardized assessments or to decide here is how we want 16 responsive curriculum by allowing the students to address
17 our studentsto be assessed or we don't want them to be 17 what are those issues that are in your community where you
18 assessed at al. WEe'l doit, you know. 18 can have an impact as a student, much as what this
19 And so that kind of goes back to this whole 19 initiative isright now.
20 discussion about alternative definition of Adequate Y early 20 Soit'slike, you know, that's great. That'sa
21 Progress which came out as part of the No Child Left Behind |21 great initiative. It's something that tribes have been
22 Act, which will -- | should stop right there because | do 22 doing in many of the schools for along time, that
23 have No Child Left Behind Act as we go down. 23 component of community services. So success and challenge.
24 1972, the Indian Education Act, which is part of 24 1999, the New Mexico Charter Schools Act.
25 the Elementary and Secondary Schools Act. 25 DEALVA CALABAZA: You havethat.
Page 26 Page 28

1 In 1975, we have the Indian Self-Determination 1 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Okay. Oh, al right. |

2 Act. 2 haveinformation on it because | actualy was very

3 Andin 1992, we have the Tribally Controlled 3 fortunate to work with Kevin Schendel when we created the

4 SchoolsAct. Soif you look at -- if you look at successes 4 Walatowa Charter High School in Jemez. | left Mr. Abeyta

5 and challenges, that was one of the successes. The 5 for acoupleyearsand | went to Jemez to help Kevin create

6 President, President Obama right now has put in Indian 6 the Walatowa Charter High School. So | know that Jemez

7 education kind of -- he's putting it on the front burner 7 currently has two charter schools. One of them isthe high

8 now, let's have a conversation about Indian education. 8 school and one of them isK through --

9 | think the last time this really happened wasin 1992, 9 DEALVA CALABAZA: San Diego Riverside.
10 because the White House Conference on Indian Education. |10 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Yeah, the San Diego
11 That'swhat -- you know, that's where the Tribally 11 Riverside. | also know that the charter school that is
12 Controlled Schools Act came out of. 12 Santa Fe Indian School's biggest competition right now is
13 So that is asuccess for us, atribal people. 13 the Native American Community Academy, which isan
14 Not only that the Indian Self-Determination was put in 14 excellent school. And one of the things that they do
15 place and said you know, what you can contract for 15 foster isthis culturally responsive curriculum. And |
16 services, but the Tribally Controlled Schools Actswhereit |16 think alot of it has come from the work of the Leadership
17 saystribes, you are in charge of your own education. The |17 Institute.

18 thing there, though, isthat as for Bureau-funded schools, 18 I'm going to do a close for the Leadership

19 tribally-controlled schools and BIE-operated schools, if 19 Ingtitute right now because it's run right now -- the

20 you don't have the technical assistance that's there to say 20 director, avery humble young man who doesn't come to the
21 what's the distinction between those two, and if the 21 forefront and take the credit that | think he should,

22 tribally-controlled school itself does not understand how 22 Carnell Chosa, from Jemez Pueblo, has created this

23 am | different from you as a Bureau-operated school, then (23 curriculum. And if you want to look at it in terms of a

24 there'sno distinction. 24 critical -- critical, asin critical pedagogy, acritical

25 | seethat in alot of the Bureau-operated 25 curriculum that really talks about what are the issues
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1 facing our communities. But look at -- let'slook at it in 1 should go hand in hand with the creation and the
2 terms of these ten specific areas, ten elementsis what we 2 development of these TEAS.
3 cal them. 3 So just my testimony right there. I'm trying to
4 But also let'slook at our corevalues. Arethe 4 stay away from testimony, but it's very difficult at this
5 decisions that we're making in our educational -- in your 5 point, having this stage and, you know, gosh, it's going to
6 educational systems, are they consistent with what we 6 my head.
7 believe as our core values? Because if we look at our 7 In 2003, the New Mexico Indian Education Act.
8 educational programs and we look at our core values, then 8 DEALVA CALABAZA: In 2003, the Indian
9 arethe programs that we're creating consistent with our 9 Education Act was adopted in New Mexico and amended in
10 vaue system as Native people? 10 2007, as mentioned previously. And today we arein the
11 That's one of the things that the Leadership 11 process of implementing rules to assist with implementation
12 Ingtitute has brought to the forefront in alot of the 12 of the Indian Education Act, which requires usto do a
13 decisionsthat | make now and we make at Santa Fe Indian |13 multiple of things within the act itself.
14 School. Very recently we implemented a program called 14 And one of the most sensitive things that we have
15 Partnership for Alternative Student Success, which | 15 to face on aday-to-day basis and challenge ourselves as
16 believeisasuccess at Santa Fe Indian School. For many 16 Native peopleisthe fact that how do you infuse culturally
17 yearswe are dismissing students for substance abuse 17 relevant materials as part of our teachingsin the
18 problems. Well, if one of our core valuesisto value 18 curriculum within the public schools.
19 students and to value if we're a-- we're afamily and 19 As| spoke with Patricia here on Monday, you
20 we're acommunity, then dismissing students was 20 know, we talked about language programs. And one of the
21 inconsistent with what we say about ourselves. 21 initiatives and indicators in the proposed act itself, it
22 So we created a program as a short-term, 22 requires us for maintenance of Native languages. But we
23 long-term in-school suspension that we keep the students |23 all know that Native languages are owned by the sovereign
24 there, but we make sure that we're addressing their needs. |24 tribesin New Mexico. And there are alot of issue because
25 Wetake them out of the classroom, but we're addressing 25 of sovereignty -- issuesthere. And we don't want to step
Page 30 Page 32
1 their needs, and we're also bringing in counseling 1 on anybody's grounds.
2 services, behavioral, mental health servicesto these 2 Thisiswhere we seek your help in looking at
3 students, because the student is obvious -- is using 3 partnering with all our partners here that are here today
4 substance for areason. We need to look at those reasons 4 because we cannot do our job without your assistancein
5 and treat those. 5 that matter. And alsoin providing additional consultation
6 So charter schools, NACA, my competition at Santa 6 inany curriculum that is being provided and being adopted
7 Felndian School, but avery excellent school. 7 tobetaught in public schools and looking at memorandum of
8 2002, the No Child Left Behind Act, which was the 8 agreementswith the tribes and pueblosin New Mexico in
9 reauthorization of ESEA. Supposed to be reauthorized in 9 reference to how do you infuse culturally relevant
10 2007, and has not been reauthorized yet. 1t may be 10 materials and to what extent is the tribe willing to allow
11 reauthorized thisyear. But part of that was the 11 these teachings to be taught within our public schools,
12 Negotiated Rulemaking Committee. And they kind of set the |12 because public schoolsis public to anyone.
13 rulesfor the Bureau of Indian Education. Thisis how you 13 However, within the past couple of years, we've
14 will implement No Child Left Behind. 14 been able to work with school districts that we oversee.
15 And so as we move forward, the other 15 The Indian Education Division oversees 23 school districts
16 recommendation that | have as part of my testimony is that 16 and currently three charters that enroll a substantial
17 some of the peoplethat are in thisroom, sign up. If 17 American Indian population of students where we are working
18 there's going to be another Negotiated Rulemaking 18 in providing Native American language classes only to
19 Committee, we as the people that are in this regional 19 tribal members, aswell as continuing with the 520, Native
20 group, New Mexico, the Southwest, we need to get onto that [ 20 American language and culture licensure for teachers.
21 Negotiated Rulemaking Committee because there's alot of 21 However, we are looking at how do we work with
22 thingsthat we have to address that are part of the No 22 tribesin providing professional development with
23 Child Left Behind Act. We need to make sure that our 23 curriculum development as well as professiona development
24 voices are heard, particularly if they're going to continue 24 for our teachers as far as classroom management and as well
25 around this aternative definition of AYP. And it really 25 as pedagogy, as they are looking to, again, assessment.
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1 We don't pass or fail with our Native American 1 Aswe all know, we are whole -- wholesome
2 language and culture, asyou all know, it's an ongoing 2 thinkers, whole learners. We do everything with our hands.
3 learning process. And to infusethat, | do need your 3 And asyou can see, I'm trying to speak with my hands and
4 support in this and continuing to look at policy and 4 I'mtrying to stop myself from doing that, but it's just
5 address and make recommendationsto our office. Andwedo | 5 theway we are and the way we live and how we teach our
6 have a 16-member Indian Education Advisory Council who-- | 6 children. Andtheway we learn is hands-on and visual
7 aswell our -- as one of our armsto our division in 7 learning and observation.
8 assisting with implementation of the act itself. 8 And, again, | agree with Patricia. We have alot
9 And within the past couple of years, we have gone 9 of intelligent children out there aswell as leaders. And
10 toreorganizing our Indian Education Division, whichnow is |10 at the end of the day, | go hometo being your child and
11 setupinthreeregions. Region 1, which isthe Shiprock 11 seeking your assistance and guidance. And | want to say
12 area, and | have my education administrator here which 12 thank you. And | want to say thank you to al the tribal
13 servicesthe Northwest region. And we have a vacant 13 leaders that take the time to come to these events and make
14 position within our Region 2 area which handles the Gallup, 14 itapoint to continue to push Indian education in the
15 western area of tribes and school districts. And then we 15 right direction. Thank you.
16 have our Region 3 area, which covers the Rio Grande 16 KELLY ZUNIE: I'mredly glad they're
17 corridor of pueblos, tribes and school districts herein 17 touching on the wholeness here. A few years back | really
18 SantaFe. 18 wanted to insure that my kids got a holistic -- what |
19 So we've gone to addressing these issues with 19 cadlled holistic education. | had an opportunity to
20 time and attention, because alot of our students -- and 20 homeschool my children for awhile because | felt like
21 redly, that's our goal isour students. And looking at 21 wherewelived didn't address the culturally relevant -- we
22 cultura and student academic achievement for these 22 didn't live near any reservations. And so | pulled my
23 students and in today's society and today's world, we 23 children out and did what | felt like was a culturally
24 redly don't have a choice but in looking at education. 24 relevant holistic approach to education. Because coming
25 Andin any ream of work that we do, education sets a 25 from Zuni and being immersed in the Head Start Program and,
Page 34 Page 36
1 precedence and where we are today. 1 you know, the public school, you know, Zuni having their
2 And thisiswhy we want to continue to encourage 2 own school district and making changes there. As| looked
3 our Native language and culture infusion, as well as 3 a my own education and what's missing, why -- and | loved
4 looking at the Westernized society and how to -- and 4 school. School is my most favorite thing. Really saved
5 teaching our children how do we socidlize, how do we stay 5 me.
6 competitive with the outside world without losing our 6 But in tying my own education with my children's
7 culture of heritage and our tribal languages. And | am 7 education, what | felt like was what is the holistic
8 herein support of that, aswell as seeking your support 8 approach? And what's missing from the overall education
9 and your hand in partnership in working together and 9 system at this point is addressing their spirit. And |
10 looking at these initiatives. 10 know that in forumslike this, that's an intangible thing
11 And one of the things that | want to mention, 11 that cannot be measured on ascale just right off the bat.
12 too, isthat by statute our division is tasked with 12 | think it can. Sol think that as we go through and start
13 convening a semiannual government-to-government withal |13 really looking at education from a holistic approach --
14 our tribal leaders aswell as our Indian Education Program 14 thisiswhat | love about what you were describing,
15 and our Public Education Department. And we are hosting 15 Patricia, about, you know, not just kicking students out
16 our next semiannual government-to-government meetingon |16 but embracing them, bringing them in, because you don't
17 Monday, April 27th. And thank you to Ohkay Owingeh for 17 know what they're experiencing.
18 hosting us. That iswhere our meeting will be, and a 18 And | always teach that thoughts become things.
19 day-and-a-half submit will follow. And within those 19 That's-- | mean, we're al energy. We need to address the
20 submits, wetry to offer from our experts and our Native 20 spirit aspect. We need to address that because our culture
21 American educators different methodologies, epistemologies |21 istotally based on that. And yet sometimes with things
22 and how do you infuse culturally relevant programs. Andwe |22 like education and health and issues like that, we take
23 have partnered with Santa Fe Indian Schools on severa 23 spirit out of it completely and try to just focus on just
24 occasionsin providing culturally based education 24 mental or academics. And we really need to come back to
25 workshops, hands-on learning. 25 center and really start addressing the spirit.
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1 And I'll be -- | know I'm going to step out there 1 something that's going to be a-- continuing in partnership
2 and say that because that's innately who we are. When we 2 with our policy programs.
3 take everything else away, we are left with our spirit. 3 Andin 2011, New Mexico became one of the states
4 And if we're nurturing that and having an opportunity to 4 that is now governing the PARCC Assessment, and as well,
5 redly nurture that at all levels of education, our 5 looking at that. Inrealization, there was alot of
6 children will become more whole. We aready havethat in 6 resistanceto that by students and parents. However, it's
7 our DNA. But by being progressive and by being modern, | 7 an assessment that's been adopted by policy, aswell. By
8 think we're trying to get rid of some of that, and we 8 end -- again, being neutral to thisinitiative and looking
9 cannot do that. We have to remember the spirit and not 9 at, again, the holistic view of our curriculum as Native
10 just focus on the mind and filling it with numbers and 10 peopleis, again, we're being assessed on whether or not
11 lettersand all of that, but how isit relevant to purpose 11 we're passing or failing.
12 and mission and progression, and making sure that our 12 But, you know, in moving forward, thisis
13 people live another, you know, bajillion years. 13 something that we also have to infuse ourselvesinto. And
14 DEALVA CALABAZA: Soinmoving forward with |14 gratefully looking at and thankfully looking at Santa Fe
15 collaboration within the bureaus, within Public Education 15 Indian School, their students took the test without no
16 Department, | have made it a point to stop the silo of 16 resistance, no hard comings from parents, which was good to
17 working with our other departments because, as well, | 17 see, and provided me the assistance to bring back to our
18 couldn't do it without them. 18 policy analyst and saying that our Native American students
19 And working with, in 2008, New Mexico adopted the 19 arewilling to take on these challenges on a day-to-day
20 College and Career Readiness Graduation Requirementswhere, |20 basis. Andlooking at their leadership, without them, they
21 you know, without our input and without our help and 21 wouldn't have been able to do that. And so in looking at
22 support, college and career readiness -- you know, we were 22 that, these are some of the challenges that we have been
23 seen as a stepchild within Public Education Department. 23 faced with in Indian education.
24 But today | can say that we are no longer a stepchild. | 24 And alittle bit more about our department, too,
25 have made it a point to knock on everyone's door and be a 25 isthat we do fund al the 23 New Mexico tribes' and
Page 38 Page 40
1 pest to everyone and say that, "Y ou need to hear what we 1 pueblos fundsfor language programs. And in looking at
2 havetosay. You need to hear our students. You need to 2 that, these programs are not there to supplement, as well.
3 seethe successes of our students.” 3 We're a supplementary program where we're here to assist
4 We need to stop looking at the faults and look at 4 you with helping and assistance to us, and how do we
5 our graduation rate. Our graduation rate for American 5 provide resources and building that bridge with community
6 Indian students has increased by eight percent within the 6 and school-based instruction for language programs. And
7 past three years. And looking at that, you know, we've 7 thisiswhere the funding is coming from, and al the
8 developed alot of collaboration and partnerships with 8 tribesin New Mexico receive that funding.
9 College and Career Readiness Bureau within our department, | 9 Back in 2011, it was a competitive process where
10 aswell inlooking at the adoption of the Common Core State |10 only 12 to 14 pueblos and tribes were receiving that
11 Standardsin 2009. 11 funding, and now al our 22 tribesin New Mexico are
12 | have made it a point to go and see our policy 12 receiving that funding, as well as funding the school
13 analyst and sit with her and ask her, "Help me develop 13 districts that we overseein New Mexico. We provide funds
14 policy to include culturally relevant materials." And with 14 and support resources to them in reference to identifying
15 that, working with bilingual programs, we have been ableto |15 goals within providing the curriculum, as well as pedagogy,
16 establish now working relationships where we are providing |16 professional development, anything that the school district
17 workshops that directly impact culturally linguistic 17 isneeding assistance with in reference to our students and
18 responsiveinstruction. And we are working on that 18 our Native American teachers.
19 conference that will be held at the end of May in reference 19 And | don't know if you have anything else to
20 tothat, in coming together in the likes of our bilingual 20 say.
21 programs aswell as how do you use culturally relevant 21 PATRICIA SANDOVAL: Just thank you for the
22 pedagogy within our school districts. And also inviting 22 opportunity. Kevin, thank you.
23 BIE schooals, tribally-controlled schools and expert 23 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, ladies. We
24 educators to come together, provide that, and showcase all 24 appreciate your perspective. And certainly, as | mentioned
25 thisinformation. Not just the onetime, but thisis 25 before, the notes that you put together in your
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1 presentation will be available at the conclusion of the 1 STANLEY HERRERA: Stanley Herrera, Alamo

2 meeting out at the front area. So thank you, again. 2 Navajo School Board, Incorporated.

3 At thistime | want to take an opportunity to 3 PAMELA AGOYO: Okay. One moretime slowly

4 acknowledge, at least according to my records, the 4 for our court reporter.

5 representatives that we have, or the tribes that have sent 5 STANLEY HERRERA? Stanley Herrera, Alamo

6 proxiesor representatives to provide tribal leader 6 Navajo School Board, Incorporated.

7 commentsthismorning. And | want to be able to open up 7 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you so much. |

8 thefloor for that to happen. But as| understand it, we 8 appreciateit.

9 have Acoma, Cochiti, Jicarilla, Nambe, Santa Clara 9 DEBRA HOLLAND: Hi, Pam. DebraHolland.
10 San lldefonso and Zuni that are here and that at |east are 10 I'm here on behalf of Governor Tenorio from San Felipe.
11 onmy list. Did | missanybody elsein theinterim? 11 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Debra.

12 And can you tell me -- identify yourself. 12 CHRISTOPHER CHAVEZ: Christopher Chavez,

13 TOMMY LEWIS: My nameis Tommy Lewis, 13 Santo Domingo councilman, representing Daniel Coriz.

14 representing the Department of Indian Education, Navajo 14 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you.

15 Nation. 15 At thistime, we're going to take a five-minute

16 PAMELA AGOYO: Okay. Soyour work isin the 16 break so that we can coordinate the tribal leader comments

17 Navajo Nation. Thank you. Yes, maam. 17 and decide who and in what order folks will be delivering

18 EVELYN MEADOWS: My nameis Evelyn Meadows, |18 their comments. Five minutes.

19 representing a school board bond, Native Nation, Pinon 19 (Recess from 10:25 am. until 10:36 am.)

20 Community School. 20 PAMELA AGOYO: | wanted to explain alittle

21 RYAN RILEY: Good morning. My nameis Ryan 21 bit about the process that we are going to employ for the

22 Riley. I'm from the Pueblo of Laguna, representing 22 tribal comment portion of this session. So we have tribes

23 Governor Virgil Siow. Ryan Riley, and I'm atribal council 23 that have sent in proxies. And at thistime, in order to

24 representative, aswell. 24 streamline comments, we will hear specifically from the

25 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you so much. And these 25 tribe's proxy of tribe's representative. And then we will
Page 42 Page 44

1 arethe proxiesthat are representing their tribes. | just 1 alow those who are representing school districts to

2 wanted to make that clear. Did | miss somebody? Yes, 2 provide comments during the public comment portion of

3 maam. 3 today'ssession. And we're just going to go alphabetically

4 JOSHLIN MARTINEZ: Good morning. I'm from 4 by the name of the tribe. So | am going to reference the

5 the Pueblo of Tesuque Education Department. My nameis 5 tribe. And for those of you who -- obviously we don't have

6 Joshlin Martinez. 6 enough seats up here -- who are the proxy or the

7 DARLENE CHINANA: Good morning, my nameis | 7 representative for the tribe, we have a couple of extra

8 Darlene Chinana. I'm here representing the Pueblo of Zia 8 seats up here so you can comment and take the mike and take

9 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Darlene. 9 aseat to provide your comments.

10 SERGIO CASTANON: Good morning, my nameis |10 So at thistime | would like to ask if Acoma

11 Sergio Castanon. I'm the superintendent of Mescalero 11 Pueblo would like to provide their comments.

12 Schooals, representing the school. 12 KURT RILEY: Good morning, everyone. Again,
13 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. 13 thank you, federal and state officials, tribal leaders,

14 MR. SANCHEZ: Joey Sanchez, representing the 14 educational representatives, for allowing me sometimeto
15 Pueblo of Santa Ana. 15 speak on behalf of the Pueblo of Acoma.

16 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. 16 My nameisKurt Riley. I'm the second lieutenant

17 KEVIN LEWIS: Good morning. Kevin Lewis, 17 governor for the Pueblo of Acoma. And aswe all do pueblo
18 representing Pueblo of Cochiti along with the lieutenant 18 stories, | am not a product of public education. I'm a

19 governor. 19 product of the parochial school system. | was educated in
20 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Mr. Lewis. Yes, 20 the elementary school system by the mission school. And
21 dir. 21 I'mglad to see afew of the St. Catherine's

22 STANLEY HERRERA: I'm here representing the 22 representatives here. | graduated from St. Catherine's

23 Alamo Navgjo School Board, Alamo. 23 Indian School.

24 PAMELA AGOYO: I'msorry. I'msorry. Could 24 In my role as second lieutenant governor, |

25 you say that one moretime -- 25 oversee the education of our Native children, our Acoma
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1 children on thereservation. And so public school and its 1 On language, | believe that, as was said,
2 interactions with the BIE schools is something new to me. 2 languageis our own cultural property of our tribes.
3 But at the same time, the education of our studentsisone 3 And therefore, we should be involved in the certification
4 of the very most important topics that comes to the top as 4 of the teachers who do teach that language as well as
5 far astribal leaders. 5 recertification of those teachers.
6 One of my sistersisaspecia education teacher 6 On the consultation level, we need to be
7 within the BIE school system. And one of the things she 7 involved in the development of curriculum of how that
8 pointed out to me at the dinner table one evening when | 8 language istaught in the schools, aswell. Itisour
9 had to spend the night there with my sister is the extreme 9 hope, at least at the Pueblo of Acoma, that our students
10 amount of testing that the students go through. We had an 10 begin to really vocalize their language. We are losing our
11 impromptu forum last evening with some parentsonthissame |11 language as was pointed out in a recent convocation in
12 subject. And astory was told, one of the parents said 12 which Mr. Regis Pecos spoke. In afew years, two languages
13 that her student is so involved in testing that the teacher 13 will belost. Andin another 15, three more languages
14 was pulled out of the regular class and asked to monitor 14 could potentially belost. So languageis very, very
15 thesetests, and a substitute teacher was in the room. And 15 important for us as not only pueblo leaders but as
16 they werejust told to leave for the period of time that 16 communities.
17 the substitute was there in there. 17 During that gathering at our own pueblo, | noted
18 So, again, the amount of assessments that even 18 that | didn't speak my language until | was 18 years old.
19 the schools themselves goes through, the district, and even 19 I'venever lived on the reservation. And as| stated
20 down to the classroom, what is the purpose of doing all 20 before, | never went through public school. But when
21 thesetests? Aswe acknowledged already, you know, our 21 called upon by our religious leaders to be appointed to the
22 Native students have an extraordinary sense of amuch 22 second lieutenant governor, |, without question, accepted
23 broader perspective. But, yes, we do haveto test the 23 theposition. And so, therefore, | have to use my
24 schools and the students themselves. But when istoo much, 24 language. | haveto use my education as atribal leader.
25 ismy question. 25 And yet | am to be solidly grounded in our own culturein
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1 Asfar as Indian education, they've also had to 1 the performance of my duties, aswell as my other brothers.
2 learn about how money is funneled from the federal 2 So with that, those are my comments on behalf of
3 government to the state government, down to the school 3 the Pueblo of Acoma. Thank you.
4 districts. The Pueblo of Acoma has had two successive 4 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Lieutenant Riley.
5 years where the school district has approached usabout the | 5 Atthistime, I'll turn over the floor to Pueblo of
6 Indian policies and procedures document, and Governor 6 Cochiti.
7 Vallo, for two successive years, has refused to sign that 7 DWAYNE HERRERA: Good morning, everybody.
8 document. 8 My nameisDwayne Herrera. 1'm the lieutenant governor
9 As | became more familiar with that process, | 9 from Cochiti Pueblo. And aong the same lines with my
10 totally agreed with the governor in his refusal to sign 10 fellow lieutenant governor from Acoma, | feel that the
11 that document. First of all, because the school district 11 language, we arelosing, at arapid pace. And | would just
12 presented that document to us after the fact. Therewasno |12 liketo thank PED for their support and the funding that we
13 tribal consultation. And that isvery important for the 13 receive, and | hopeit will continue. And I'd like to
14 state officials hereto hear. Tribal consultation begins 14 thank SFISfor their active role and their trying to have
15 at the very beginning in the formation of that document, 15 language in their schools.
16 not after the fact. 16 | am a product of SFIS at the old school, not the
17 It ismy hope that some of the comments that | 17 new school. | was-- | graduated in 1984. And we didn't
18 heard -- to me, datais very important. Aninstance where 18 have any of this language immersion during my time at the
19 aschoal district tells us that they have 100 percent 19 Indian Schoal.
20 graduation rate, | often question why it's at 100 percent. 20 And like Lieutenant -- the governor from Acoma
21 What was the number of students that entered into the 21 stated, I'm not as fluent as many of my respective
22 freshman class, and how many of them graduated after four |22 councilmenin Cochiti. | had to learn this language also.
23 years, iswhat | want to know. If there's 80 studentsto 23 Solikeit's hard for me to speak because that's al we
24 begin with and only 70 of those freshman students 24 talked to -- talk in Cochiti in our council meetings. So
25 graduated, that is not 100 percent. 25 the mae hasto learn because it's -- werelosing it in
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1 Cochiti. That'sal | haveto say. 1 aswell asthe other two states that have thisfunding in
2 And it was taken away from us during the earlier 2 place.
3 years when our grandparents had to go to boarding schools. 3 The second item is the -- where you speak to the
4 And now we're trying to flip that, teach that in our 4 State Tribal Education Partnership Program. It appears to
5 schools. And | hope that all this -- our Native language 5 beavery good program. Again, we would like to see
6 doesn't get lost so we can continue on with our tradition. 6 additional funding over time allocated to that specific
7 That'sall | have to say at this point. Thank 7 program because that -- again, without having the substance
8 you. 8 for education and the ability to move forward under those
9 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Lieutenant 9 tribal initiatives, we need to have more funding in that
10 Herrera. Atthistimel'd liketo call on the legidative 10 general area
11 councilmember Leon Reval from Jicarilla Apache. 11 Thirdly, those areas of cultural relevancein
12 Is there arepresentatives from Jicarilla that 12 public schools, | believe that would be a case-by-case
13 wantsto speak as a proxy on behalf of the tribe? Okay. 13 basisfrom tribeto tribe. At the Pueblo of Laguna, we
14 They may have stepped out of the room. So I'm going to 14 have our particular opinion on what we teach at our
15 proceed to the Pueblo of Laguna. 15 bureau -- or grant school versus what we would want to be
16 RYAN RILEY: Good morning, everybody. I'm 16 taught at the public school at Laguna-Acoma. So | think
17 dlad to be here. Regards from the Pueblo of Lagunaon 17 that one point to bring out is the consultation is very
18 behalf of Governor Virgil Siow. There'sacouple of 18 important, and we can't believe or assume that just because
19 commentsthat | have on the particular topic items as well 19 it'slocated near areservation that the tribe supports
20 assome general comments for both the state and the federal |20 those kind of initiatives. They might support in part, but
21 government. 21 not -- | think that that's something that we need to really
22 A couple of months ago in Atlantaand in 22 look at, collaborate on.
23 Washington at NCAI, we had an opportunity to spesk with |23 The next item isthe PARCC assessment. There's
24 Secretary Jewell, aswell as Secretary Kevin Washburn, 24 varied opinion on that. | believe that at the Pueblo of
25 specificaly regarding education and the initiative to -- 25 Lagunawe were brought several circumstances where the
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1 theinitiative to allow the tribes to take the tribally 1 information technology, the computers were not working.
2 controlled schools from BIE. One of the interesting 2 They resulted in avery bad situation for our kids where
3 comments he made was, "Who is better to educate their 3 they were having to go through atimed test and computers
4 tribal members than the tribes themselves?' Very 4 werefreezing up, and it led to alot of upset kids. And
5 important. 5 it was brought to our attention.
6 Also looking back at the document of 2010 where 6 So before the State -- well, the State
7 tribal leaders were consulted on the state of Indian 7 will bereceiving aletter from the Pueblo of Laguna
8 education where it was pointed out very clearly 8 outlining some of those issues. But we want to make sure
9 insufficient funding was one of the biggest obstaclesin 9 if that's the choice of testing that's required, then we
10 front of Indian education as well as coordination and 10 want to be consulted on that. And | believe that the
11 consultation with tribal government. So I'll speak on 11 Indian Nation should also be consulted, as well.
12 thosetwo items. 12 And the last -- the last point I'll bring up
13 First of al, one of the areas that we would love 13 today isthe consultation from the federal government, the
14 to have the State help us with is the disparity with the 14 Department of Education. | want to make sure -- our Pueblo
15 equalization funding in getting the appropriate amount of 15 of Lagunawants to make sure that the collaboration and the
16 fundsto the tribal reservations for those schools that 16 consultation is donein as robust a manner as possible.
17 operate under a state government. At the Pueblo of Laguna, 17 Therée'sdifferent -- from face-to-face all the way down to
18 we have a Laguna-Acoma High School located on the -- within |18 webinars and letters. Back acouple -- maybein the
19 the pueblo reservation boundaries, and with Acoma, | think, 19 nineties, the consultation by most tribes were
20 echo those comments about the Indian policies and 20 face-to-face. But not only has some departments within the
21 procedures, that those really needed to be better 21 federa government, but also with our BIE, Indian Affairs,
22 coordination and better communication for this consultation 22 it'smoved away from even regional meetings to maybe four
23 to work with the State of New Mexico. So, again, the 23 or five meetings throughout the country. And we presented
24 equalization formulais one of those that we need to 24 that same position with Indian Health Service, aswell. We
25 overcome as atribal nation within the State of New Mexico, 25 wanted to make sure that, at minimum, if there are

WILLIAMS & ASSOCIATES -- COURT REPORTING SERVICE
505-843-7789



Page 14 (Pages 53-56)

Page 53 Page 55
1 significant issues that are going to affect Indian Country, 1 the student population of close to 90,000 K-12 students.
2 thefederal government should have enough resources to go 2 Sothose numbers are very significant. And | have to work
3 out to those regions so that the tribes can be able to 3 with three states; Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. | work
4 come. It's not amatter of the federal government -- us 4 with the Governor's Office, the State Superintendent's
5 coming to the federal government, it's the federal 5 office, Indian Education Worker's Office. We also work
6 government coming to our tribes. And that's at |east that 6 withthe BIE. Soit'satremendous responsibility, but
7 minimum -- the level of collaboration that the Pueblo of 7 it'saso very important.
8 Lagunawould like. 8 | was in ameeting yesterday in Phoenix, Arizona,
9 Soinclosing, | just would -- | wanted to state 9 ameeting with the governor as well as the state
10 that the State of New Mexico will be hearing from the 10 superintendent of schools, as to how they can implement
11 pueblo regarding the equalization formula, as well astheir 11 their Arizonalndian Education Act more effectively. There
12 Indian policies. And for the federal government, well be 12 seem to be some loopholes, so we had to go over them.
13 submitting comment specifically on the consultation and the |13 | really applaud New Mexico for their Indian
14 grant program, and those will be forthcoming. Thank you. 14 Education Act that you have. It really showed that you
15 My nameis Ryan Riley. R-y-a-n R-i-l-e-y, and 15 reached out and engaged tribal communities to be a part of
16 I'macouncil member for the Pueblo of Laguna 16 the education process, which is very important. We do need
17 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Councilman. At 17 to be at the table where our voices are heard.
18 thistime, I'd liketo call on the Pueblo of Nambe. 18 There was countdown of the history of Indian
19 ARNOLD GARCIA: (Speaking in Native 19 education made earlier. I've beenin this business since
20 language.) My nameisArnold Garcia I'm lieutenant 20 1978, and I've heard for many years that Indian people had
21 governor, the Pueblo of Nambe. Today | have with me Paige |21 astrong desire to be at the table where decisions are made
22 Loretto, which is our Department of Education coordinator. 22 and to be morein control of education for children.
23 And now, working with the tribes, we work from 23 SoI'm glad that the U.S. Department of Education is here
24 Head Start, K through 12, colleges. Just last Friday we 24 today to jot down one moretime that it is our desire.
25 signed an MOU with Santa Fe Community College on 25 That iswhat we want. We don't want to be just advisory.
Page 54 Page 56
1 scholarship programs. |, myself, went to public schools 1 Wewant to be heard. We want to be counted. That's what
2 and then went on to SIPI here in Albuguerque and completed 2 we'restriving for. We say we're sovereign, and we are.
3 my studies there. 3 And soin that respect, | think our voiceisjust as
4 I'm here today to listen, to learn, and see what 4 important, just as valid as anybody else.
5 | can take back to the tribe. Thank you. 5 On Navajo we are embarking on a monumental task
6 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Lieutenant Garcia. 6 of assuming responsibility for 32 BIE-operated schools. We
7 Atthistime| want to give the floor to Navajo Nation, to 7 have aNavgjo -- a Sovereignty in Education grant through
8 thetribe's proxy, as| mentioned before. And | think not 8 theBIE. We did the feasibility study, now putting the
9 everybody was in the room when we started this session. 9 planstogether asto how that takeover will happen. Not
10 Folkswho are representing school districts, you'll be able 10 everybody is happy about it because it will require
11 to provide your commentary during the public comments. But |11 systemic change. What we have on Navajo and probably on
12 those who have proxy from their tribe, please come up. 12 any reservation is education that was delivered there by
13 TOMMY LEWIS: (Speaking in Native language.) 13 thefederal government or state government. We just assume
14 Good morning, everyone. My nameis Tommy Lewis, J. I'm |14 it'sokay, so wejust follow it. We've cometo redlize
15 the superintendent of schools for the Navajo Nation. Our 15 that it has some problems because we see a high number of
16 president, Ben Shelly, is not able to be here today, as 16 dropouts, low graduation rates, low parental involvement.
17 well asour vice president, Rex Lee Jim. 17 All of those things have come about. There'sall kinds of
18 I work for the Department of Education, and | 18 blame going around as to whose fault it is.
19 report to the Navajo Nation Board of Education. We have a 19 I'mreally glad to hear there's movement, as far
20 law called Navajo Sovereignty in Education passed in 2005. 20 as| recall, that we should infuse more language and
21 Andthe goal of thislaw isto get the Department of 21 culturein our education program. Yes, that isimportant.
22 Education to be recognized, and also to be situated similar 22 When we do that, children become more aware of their
23 to a State Department of Education -- similar powers, 23 spiritual identity. They begin to see the sacredness of
24 similar authorities. That's the goal. 24 life, theimportance of life, so that they can be energized
25 And we work with 260 schools on Navajo, serving 25 and challenged and go all the way to thetop. And that's
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1 what our culture and language does. To me, that's very 1 their grade level that they came from. And why isit that
2 important. 2 we have dropout rates. It's probably because we, Native
3 Western education is beautiful. 1'm glad that | 3 people, didn't have arole asto how we built that system
4 went through the whole nine yards of it, but the language 4 based on what we believe isimportant for our children.
5 wasmy first primary language, my first language. | didn't 5 So we're embarking on that on Navajo, and it's
6 know how to speak English until | was seven yearsold. I'm 6 exciting. I'm optimistic that it will happen. So I'm glad
7 aBIE product as well as a public school product. I'm glad 7 | made it here today to be part of this meeting. And 1'd
8 that | went through that system. 8 liketo say thank you to the sponsors. And hopefully we
9 So this undertaking is to have the Navajo Nation 9 can work together. Five-- four other tribes are exploring
10 government assume responsibility. And that transfer 10 thisidea. The Tohono O'odham Tribe, Gila River Tribe,
11 possibly could happen in the spring of 2017 when our Navajo |11 that's southern Arizona, Turtle Mountain, and another tribe
12 Nation Council approvesit. Andit'sgoing to call for a 12 in South Dakota. But they have less schools, and somewhere
13 one- or single-grant concept from the BIE. We're talking 13 around three to five schools. We'retalking 32, and
14 about millions of dollars here. How does the Navajo Nation 14 they're scattered al over. We have anumber of themin
15 assume that responsibility? How do we make sureit's 15 New Mexico.
16 safeguarded? How do we transfer these federal employees 16 So thisisan exciting time for us. And | think
17 that are under the civil service branch under the Navajo 17 thisiswhat we've been talking about for avery long time.
18 Nation system? How do we make sure the funding getsout to |18 When we say Indian self-determination, | think thisis
19 the schools quickly? How do we make sure that the 19 exactly what we're talking about right here. If we
20 government structure is maintained? What voice will the 20 succeed, | truly believe that it's going to elevate our
21 local school board have? Will there be a change while we 21 sovereignty status, our self-governing status and our
22 regiondizeit? 22 Indian self-determination status. And | think it's
23 Right now there's a school board for every school 23 something -- it's going to bring about quality changes for
24 out there. Some of them are very small, wherewe havelike |24 the children is the number one focus, and everything is
25 afive-, seven-member school board. That time getsto be 25 centered around these children.
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1 very costly. So there's discussion. Maybe we need to 1 There will be -- we want to make sure there's
2 changethat. Maybe we need to regionalizeit. Maybe 2 accountability. We want to make sure there's transparency.
3 eight, ten schools per district, only have one district 3 Wewant to make sure there's a plan, an education pipeline,
4 officeto oversee those eight or ten schools. That has 4 so there's acommon thread that's going through the whole
5 been explored. And then how will the finance be worked 5 system. They'realigned, so that we know when a student
6 out? 6 enters Head Start, we know when they're going to come out
7 These are all big changes that have come about. 7 13yearslater and where we want them to be. All this has
8 A lot of people are keeping an eye on us from the federal 8 to be strategically planned out.
9 government, the communities out there, whether or not 9 So that's what we're embarking on. | want to
10 Navajo will come through with it. Asthe superintendent of |10 leave you with those thoughts. Thank you very much for
11 schools, I'm determined to help make it happen. And we 11 your time.
12 will need the support of the federal government and the 12 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. At thistimel'd
13 state governments to make this happen. 13 liketo invite the proxy or representative from Santa Ana
14 And as we get these 32 schools over -- under the 14 to provide comments.
15 authority of the Navajo Nation, the 34 that are already 15 JOEY SANCHEZ: (Speaking in Native
16 tribally controlled schools may eventually come under this |16 language.) My nameis Joey Sanchez. I'm the assistant
17 system. So we're building a Navajo education system. We |17 director of education for the Pueblo of Santa Ana, and I'm
18 never had that opportunity from day one. It was always 18 new to the education system itself. I'vejust beenin this
19 somebody's plan. Somebody's system. And it'sall 19 position for six months, so everything is still green to
20 fragmented. 20 me. I'vebeenin the casino business for 20-plus years, so
21 Head Start don't connect with elementary. 21 quite achange.
22 Elementary is blaming or -- or doesn't connect with 22 But a couple of things that caught my attention
23 secondary. Secondary doesn't connect with higher ed. And |23 asPARCC testing. Y ou know, some of it is computer based,
24 everybody is blaming each other asto whose fault it is 24 but some of our Indian kids don't have the Internet at home
25 that children come out at the end not being able to read at 25 or any type of computer to work on, so, | mean, they're at
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1 adisadvantage when they go in there when the test is 1 lot of credit that goes out to our own people, you know.
2 strictly computer-based testing. So at that point they are 2 They'redl engineers, they're al hydrologists, you know,
3 astep behind. So, | mean, and then also, too, with the 3 they'reall structural engineers. They've got these
4 testing, too, we talked about being culturally sensitive 4 buildings that have withstood time, you know. And all
5 and adifferent mindset of Native American children. At 5 these people educated themselves and educated their
6 any point during that testing, was any of their Indian 6 community, you know.
7 educatorsinvolved in that development of the test or given 7 So even going back and understanding that, you
8 their viewpoint for that testing, so that at least some of 8 know, all of our teaching our kids that we all are
9 our kids will sometimes understand what is going on at the 9 engineers, we all are hydrologists, we al know where we
10 testing? 10 come from and how we're going to lead into the future.
11 The other one is we got our -- the language and 11 But, you know, understanding them to believe in themselves.
12 culture. We have alanguage and culture department within |12 | think that'sjust it for me.
13 our pueblo. And | would like to see possibly more funding |13 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. Atthistimel
14 for that because we dl talk about, you know, keeping our 14 invite Lieutenant Governor Naranjo and Mr. Abeyta from the
15 language and keeping our cultureintact. Andin my 15 Pueblo of Santa Clarato provide comments.
16 lifetime, is my language going to still be there? We don't 16 JAMES NARANJO: (Speaking in Native
17 know. But if we continue to provide that funding and keep |17 language.)) Good morning. My name is James Naranjo. I'm
18 that at standardized from, you know, pre-K all up until 18 the lieutenant governor of Santa Clara Pueblo. Thisis my
19 high school, you know, we can insure it will still be 19 first term aslieutenant governor. And | am honored and
20 there, you know. 20 proud to sit next to Uncle Joe. Not only is he amentor to
21 And also going on tribal ownership, sometimes the 21 meof us, but | am, too, a product of Santa Fe Indian
22 classesthat we do teach are sensitive only to our pueblo 22 School.
23 itself. So some of these are not -- we don't want to have 23 In the field of education, | couldn't be -- |
24 everybody know about certain things, so some of that is 24 redly couldn't be any more prouder than Mr. Abeyta sitting
25 just kept within our own teachings of our own kidsand not |25 here. And so not only was he my neighbor, but he'sa
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1 for the public as awhole, but being sensitive to that 1 person that we've al looked up to. | go by his house
2 nature. And letting them know, you know, that some stuff 2 constantly on any issue. But how in my term as lieutenant
3 istaught, but it's only relevant to the people of that 3 governor, I'm assigned to the duties of the elder, as well
4 pueblo or of that tribe itself. 4 asthe Education Department. So thisisavery good
5 And then, you know, going on that, the thought 5 product that | have to teach me and to help me and to help
6 processes, | wasjust in ameeting this past Monday with 6 all of us.
7 Bernalillo Public Schools. And acouple of the tribal 7 So, with that, I'll turn it over to what |
8 leaders, they mentioned that Indian kids learn alot 8 consider Uncle Joe.
9 different. 'Y ou know, when you're brought up with your 9 JOSEPH ABEYTA: I'd liketo start by
10 Native language or you live on your reservation and you 10 acknowledging our governor, Michael Chavarria Heison
11 hear people talk about stuff, when they talk about it in 11 travel and isnot able to be here, but he sends his regards
12 English, they absorb it and they change it and they 12 and includesin his prayer a deliberation that will result
13 transfer it into your own Native language. And then 13 in some changesin regard to the education of our children.
14 they -- the thought process, and they bring it back out 14 I'd like to acknowledge you, Pam, and the
15 into English. So it takes them alot longer to come to the 15 presentations made by Pat and you, DeAlva. It honestly
16 answer, and sometimes our school system thinksthat they're |16 creates a sense of pride in where Indian education has
17 slow or they're adisabled learner. But the process of 17 come. I'mold enough to recall in years past that meetings
18 them to go forward and think takes alittle bit longer than 18 weren't run by Indian people. They were run by other
19 anormal child. So, | mean, | think we haveto be 19 people. And to have you here and to listen to you and your
20 sensitive to that nature and let people know that, you 20 depth of understanding and your ability to articulate
21 know, our kids are not slow, they're just absorbing more of 21 issuesisjust -- it'sincredible.
22 itand analyzing it and then bringing out the right answer. 22 And | have this belief in Indian control. And |
23 And then the other one, also, is, you know, the 23 think that a number of the students, former students, that
24 Common Core. | think now it's going back to what we all 24 are here will recall that years ago, as a matter of fact,
25 teach at home. You know, alot of -- and we don't get a 25 in about 1976, the pueblo leadership, the pueblo governors
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1 came together with some of the concerns that are being 1 speaking on our behalf." Y ou know, the older people are
2 articulated this morning as part of this consultation 2 going to pass, and it's going to be the younger people that
3 process. They were concerned that our education programs 3 aregoing to be charged with the responsibility of
4 were not adequately organized. They weren't prepared to 4 articulating our needs. And God help usif you as students
5 address the needs of our children as they perceived them. 5 don't accept responsibility, part of the responsibility for
6 Certainly, there was a perception in regard to need, but it 6 your education, because someday you're going to be
7 wasn't ours. It was always someone else. 7 confronted with this, carrying out this responsibility.
8 And as you think about it, and at thistime, the 8 And | don't want any of you to sit back and shy way because
9 governors commented, we're probably some of the only people | 9 you're not sure about how to present.
10 that have turned over our education to the church, we've 10 WEéll, | serve on the council in SantaClara. The
11 turned over our education to the state, we've turned over 11 governor, Michael Chavarria, is one of my former students.
12 our education -- we've turned over our children to the 12 The lieutenant governor was one of my students. The
13 federal government. And we need to look at waysthat would |13 treasurer was one of my students. The sheriff was one
14 give usmore of avoice in determining what the needs are 14 of -- the point is that the school in Santa Fe has
15 and what the strategies should be in addressing those 15 succeeded.
16 needs. 16 And it's an opportunity, | believe, for those of
17 The Navajo representative, | think, articulated 17 usinour new rolesthat are seeking sovereignty in
18 that very well. It's about time that we extend ourselves 18 education to look at some of the challenges that the Santa
19 inregardsto controlling the education of our kids and to 19 Felndian School has been through. Andintermsof a
20 doitinaway that isfrom our perspective, how we view 20 comment that the governor of our pueblo asked me to make,
21 theneeds. And asthetesting is done, those tests need to 21 "There's never enough funding." And, unfortunately, the
22 be evaluated from our perspective, not some consulting firm 22 responseis, "That'sal you Indian peopletalk about is
23 from God knows where that has an outline on how they 23 funding." There'salack of understanding, for example, in
24 interpret tests and they miss the boat continually and pass 24 regard to thisissue of contracting and this issue of
25 that on to the decision-makers. Organized programs that 25 granting the school. There needsto be abudget available
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1 just -- they just don't get it. 1 todoaplan. Otherwise, were going to wind up in the
2 But thank you for this opportunity. And thank 2 same situation that we're in now with the exception that
3 you. It'sexciting and it's fulfilling to see and to hear 3 the government is going to say, "Well, you took over the
4 andto listen to people. And as| stated, years ago, the 4 school, and you had that responsibility.” But they're
5 governors, the leadership commented that you're probably 5 putting us out with -- out -- they're putting us out
6 some of the only people that are not in control of your 6 without resourcesto do ajob to acknowledge who we are as
7 education programs. 7 Indian people to work with our tribe in developing a
8 The other thing that I'd like to share with you 8 curriculum, developing a plan that is going to be our plan.
9 that was significant is that years ago during the course of 9 And | believe that there's a shortcoming.
10 the Second World War, there was an enemy of ours that 10 | don't doubt that there is -- there are people
11 stated, quote, "Give me your children, and | will create a 11 herethat had experience, for example, with contract
12 superhuman race." And when | read that and heard that, it |12 support. Y ou submit an application to take over your own
13 occurred to me that we give our children to somebody else |13 program, and you have al kinds of commitments from the
14 interms of their education. 14 government about technical assistance and about adequate
15 And it's so fulfilling now to see the efforts 15 support, only to find out that contract support, as an
16 that are being made throughout the country in regard to 16 example, isvery rarely above 50 percent of what you
17 self-determination in education, our role that declares 17 requested and what they declared at those initial meetings
18 we're capable. We have a competence asis being 18 would be available.
19 demonstrated this morning. There isanew erabefore us. 19 And the fascinating and unbelievable issue for me
20 And it's so important to be organized in away that wecan |20 and for our pueblo isthat you're still, as a contractor,
21 take advantage of these opportunities. And | believe that 21 you're still expected to deliver on expectations that were
22 what you've heard from my neighbor -- and it's always 22 established relative to an amount of money that they say
23 fascinating for me and people remind me asrecently asthis |23 you were entitled to. The deliverables don't change, but
24 morning, that in years past, I'd share at assemblies with 24 you're asked, with half a staff, with half a budget, to
25 kids, "There's going to come aday when youregoingtobe |25 meet those requirements, and that is totally unacceptable.
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1 Mr. Obama says a bigger commitment to support, a 1 our government. And it'simportant for our leadership to
2 bolder approach, a smarter approach in regard to the 2 respect the state.
3 education of our children as a condition for the kind of 3 But if thereis a hidden agenda that so many of
4 improvement that we all want. And | hope that the boss 4 usarefamiliar with, that sometimes officials can say one
5 that you report to and the boss that your boss reports to 5 thing to you, make commitments to you, but there's no
6 can carry this message that we want sovereignty, we want a 6 respect in that commitment, and so the trust deteriorates,
7 roleinthe education of our kids, but we also need the 7 and so that the response and the responsibility in
8 government to fulfill its basic -- its responsibility that 8 improving the situation falls between the cracks.
9 dates back to our ancestors to meet the responsibility in 9 So in conclusion, responsibility can be assumed
10 supporting our initiative to do for ourselves, because we 10 asaresult of respect of one another, a concept that is
11 believethat doing for ourselvesisabasic principlein 11 very familiar to al Indian people. The conceptisa
12 improving the quality of education for our students. 12 little bit different from how Merriam-Webster or an
13 There's already been comments about No Child Left 13 American dictionary defines respect. Respect isvery
14 Behind and what a disaster that has been. But it's 14 dignificant.
15 typical. Policy isdeveloped in Washington. Policy is 15 So thank you for this opportunity. I'll take a
16 developed by very bright people at colleges and 16 report back to our council and to our governor. And the
17 universitiesthat couch their decisions in what they call 17 expectation isthat there will be a document prepared that
18 research. And then somehow or other it gets translated in 18 ismore detailed and presented, | understand, within a
19 aprogram that was devel oped for a national agendabecomes |19 period of 30 days to be counted as a part of thisreview.
20 the agendafor our kids. It doesn't work. 20 So thank you all very much for your patience. And | wish
21 There's comments already and enough has been said 21 dll of youwell. Thework you are doing isincredible.
22 about the uniqueness of our kids, the learning styles that 22 And just don't get discouraged. You just have to keep
23 areinvolved, an agendathat they've got in regard to 23 working and keep trying. And like | used to tell my kids,
24 continuing the traditions, the culture, the language of the 24 don't forget to say your prayers. Thank you very much.
25 community that isn't at all represented. 25 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Mr. Abeyta. Just
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1 And quite honestly, you know, you hear -- | hear 1 apoint of clarification to your comment regarding the
2 peopletell me, "Boy, what ablessing to be able to talk 2 documents and the recordings of this meeting will be
3 morethan one language." Because when you're confronted 3 available actually in two weeks online.
4 with aproblem, it's possible to think about a solutionin 4 JOSEPH ABEYTA: OKAY.
5 your traditional language, and then think about it in an 5 PAMELA AGOYO: At thistimel'd liketo
6 American language, bring the two together in your head and | 6 extended an invitation to the Pueblo of San Felipeto have
7 come out with a perspective that is much more intent -- 7 their proxy provide some remarks.
8 intense and has more depth than the single avenue that 8 DEBRA HAALAND: There's anote up here about
9 we've been confronted with in determining what isin our 9 themike. Sothank you very much for giving me an
10 best interest and asit's been determined by somebody el se. 10 opportunity. My nameis DebraHaaand. I'm atribal
11 This No Child Left Behind, we understand that the 11 administrator for the Pueblo of San Felipe, and I'm a
12 law isbeing rewritten and that there's going to be a 12 tribal member from the Pueblo of Laguna. So thank you,
13 budget attached to it. And intheinitial language, it's 13 councilmen, for your comments.
14 encouraging. And God bless Mr. Obama in trying to get 14 There'sjust afew things. We have a BIE school
15 those resources available to Indian tribes to fulfill his 15 at San Felipe. It'sthe San Felipe Elementary School. We
16 commitment in regard to government-to-government 16 also have aHead Start program. And most of our kids go to
17 relationship and aresponsibility and an acknowledge of 17 Bernalillo Public Schooals.
18 responsibility that islong overdue. 18 I'd like to acknowledge our education director,
19 Finally -- and | know I've probably taken more 19 AlissaChavez Lowe, therein the audience. Next to her is
20 timethan | should -- but finally, | think, that from a 20 our language coordinator, and he's also the chairman of our
21 Native perspective, the issue of respect needs to be at the 21 school board, and isthat is Bruce Garcia. They're both
22 top of these recommendations. It'simportant for the state 22 from San Felipe.
23 to respect tribal leadership. It'simportant for the 23 So we have, you know, direct, sort of experience,
24 federal government to respect tribal leadership. It's 24 | guess, with the things that I'm about -- with some of the
25 important for tribesto respect our President, to respect 25 comments I'm about to make. One thing | want to start with
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1 issometimes, you know, we kind of feel that our wishes 1 these programs along. And that would help the -- you know,
2 aren't being met by the BIA. We have aline officer whois 2 it could be a seed program of some kind.
3 our point of contact. And many times |'ve written very 3 Sinceit's Earth Day today, I'm going to put a
4 lengthy memos at the request of the governor addressing 4 plugin for agriculture, because we're avery strong
5 certain issues, and sometimes they're three and four pages 5 agricultural community also. And | know this Farm to Table
6 long, and then we don't hear from him at all. So | think 6 program, | think | read something about it on the BIE Web
7 there could be better communication, certainly between the 7 site. | would really love to see something like that in
8 lineofficers and the tribal leadership, aswell as between 8 our community where our farmers can feed our kidsin
9 theline officer and the school. 9 school.
10 We had arequest in -- some of you might know 10 Y ou know, we have -- the Rio Grande River runs
11 that San Felipeisavery traditiona pueblo, and there are 11 right through San Felipe. | think we're the only pueblo
12 alot of daysthat we have to close down for religious 12 that hasthat blessing of water. Even though we can't
13 purposes. And wetry to coordinate -- the daysthat wecan |13 actually use the water from the river because of, you know,
14 target, we try to coordinate those with the school and with 14 the agreements, it comes from -- well, I'm not going to go
15 theline officer so that it's not an added expense to the 15 into the water discussion, but we do have a certain amount
16 school budget and they can, you know, havein-servicedays |16 of water we can use, and we really want to use those.
17 or whatever they have, whatever they can schedule ahead of |17 So, | mean, those are things that we should look
18 time. And sometimes for some reason there's alack of 18 at, you know, and not just talk about. | run all the
19 communication there. So | think that's something that 19 federal programs at the pueblo, so | don't actually have
20 would really help al of usagreat dedl isif weall 20 opportunitiesto be on the ground level, working to see
21 communicated on something like that. 21 thesethings get passed. But I'm willing to bet that there
22 | also wanted to mention the fact that we do have 22 arealot of pueblo farmersin the state who would really
23 aschool board. And | know that in the policies, the 23 loveto have an opportunity to feed our kids on aregular
24 school board is to be consulted prior to any hirings. So, 24 basis. So, | mean, that's something | suppose we could all
25 you know, we recently hired a principal, and they consulted |25 ook at.
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1 theschool board but they didn't take the school board's 1 So with respect to the PARCC tests, there have
2 comments or anything into consideration. So we'd really 2 been quite anumber of folks who have talked about that.
3 loveto have avoicein that process. Just saying, you 3 And, yes, the Internet is a challenge. We are looking at
4 know, we're going to include the school board because we 4 getting afiberoptic line at San Felipe right now; however,
5 haveto and not doing anything to, you know, take their 5 most peoplein the village do not have Internet service.
6 comments into consideration or consider, you know, the 6 Infact, | doubt any of them do. They can go to our
7 passion that they have for al of our kids there, that in 7 library and use Internet service, but our bandwidth is so
8 and of itself isalittle frustrating. So I'd love to see 8 small that, you know, you get two people on the computer,
9 that the school boards actually are listened to. Because | 9 oneisknocked off orit'sjust really slow. Andso | feel
10 think when you have people who are from that community, 10 likethiswhole PARCC test, it wasjust really premature to
11 they're the parents on the school board and they're the 11 cometo New Mexico.
12 folksthat know your kids and know the community quite 12 And | sat in the legislature this time around and
13 wall, it can only be -- it can only help. 13 listened to severa -- you know, when you're sitting there,
14 With respect to partnerships and collaboration 14 waiting for your bill to come up on committee, you listen
15 with thetribe, it does have to come from the upper level, 15 to everyone else's hills. And there was one bill that
16 theline officers, to make sure that we all work together. 16 wanted to delay the teacher evaluation for the PARCC
17 There's another thing we thought about; that is, 17 testing because it was premature.
18 taking best practices from other schools. So if we look at 18 We have alot of Spanish speakersin New Mexico,
19 aschool like Santa Fe Indian School, which alot of our 19 for example, and the PARCC tedt, it is-- they can
20 kidsgo to, aswell, if they have some really good programs 20 administer it in Spanish, but we don't have any Spanish
21 that wefeel we can use at our elementary school on the 21 testshereyet. Soal thesekidsthat could really
22 pueblo, rather than just to say, okay, we're going to go 22 probably ace the test in Spanish, don't have that
23 have ameeting with some folks at the elementary school and |23 opportunity to do so. And yet, you know, they want to hold
24 tell them about our program, it would be great if they went 24 dl our kids to a hard line when the state wasn't even
25 astep further and actually provided mentorship to move 25 prepared to administer that test. So | -- you know, |
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1 completely disagree that al our kids can be tested, you 1 DOLLY NARANG: Hi, everyone. Can you hear
2 know, on aone-size-fits-all. 2 me? Because with my accent, | have to speak more slow. My
3 We were at a community meeting the other night 3 nameisDolly Narang. And | have just been moved to the
4 and Mr. Garciahad a-- we did asurvey in our pueblo, and 4 education department about six months ago. | have worked
5 it was discovered -- thiswas back in 2008 -- that 5 for about 12 yearswith the tribal people. And my actual
6 77 percent of our folks between the ages of 18 and 25, | 6 fieldisinhealth. And | have been working with the
7 think, are -- we have close to an 80 percent Keres fluency 7 tribal people, worked just on their health.
8 ratein our pueblo. So that meansthat kids are learning 8 My education comes from India, and | did do my
9 Keres before they're learning English. And you can't test 9 master'sin healthcare administration from the University
10 somebody who, with that language proficiency in the Keres 10 of Minnesota. Six months ago then the governor asked me at
11 language and throw them in this, you know, test in English 11 San lldefonso to be adirector of education. | was
12 and expect them to perform the same way as a child that was 12 freaking out. What? Education? Me? The only education |
13 raised in downtown Albuquerqueiis. 13 know isteach the kids -- | have two boys -- make sure that
14 So | thank you, Mr. Abeyta, for mentioning that 14 they get the best of the best education, which they did.
15 we should be consulted. Tribes should be consulted before 15 When | came to the education department six
16 all of these things are thrust upon our kids. Because 16 months ago, | really was very sad. Education department,
17 there's probably other ways that we can test our kids to 17 to me, was really something that would brighten a child's
18 make sure they're learning what they need to. 18 lifeand give them knowledge, give them an education and
19 Inclosing, | just would like to say that Native 19 the children know what they should know at their age level,
20 Americans have a 33 percent poverty ratein New Mexico. We |20 gradelevel.
21 arethe highest ethnic group -- the highest rate of poverty 21 | found that the education level was -- the
22 of any group in the state. And | just would like to say 22 quality and quantity of education was not to wheat |
23 that poverty is really the worst enemy of education. And 23 expected. They started after-school program. And
24 truancy isaproduct of poverty, and so is alcoholism. And 24 dfter-school programs, the kids were coming from the San
25 all of these root problems that tribes suffer, you know, 25 lldefonso Day School aswell as other -- within the
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1 nobody really talks about. And | would realy likefor us 1 district and out-of-district schools. And we had two hours
2 al to think about that and to remember that when we go to 2 toredly help them with the homework. And | was shocked.
3 the voting booth, because we know that there's people out 3 | was very shocked that these kids, third grade level,
4 therethat care about these things, and there's people that 4 couldn't count six timesthree, 18.
5 run for office that only care about their political future. 5 And | don't know if it is because of the funding.
6 And if we elect the people that only care about their 6 | am hereto learn from everybody, and I'm listening to
7 political future, our kids aren't going to be a priority to 7 everybody. Itispoor funding? The school that we have
8 them. And those of you who know mein thisroom know what | 8 and the day school, that has 23 kids, and only, let's say,
9 political affiliation | am, but | stand true to those 9 threeteachers and they recently hired aprincipal. And
10 words, and | hope that this is something that we al take 10 it'saBIE school. And now we have aproblem of rif. We
11 forward. 11 areasked torif at least one person. It could be
12 We have a very progressive education director in 12 principal, it could be teacher. And I'm very confused.
13 Alissa, someone I'm very proud of. She worksto find 13 Don't we have enough funding to provide a proper staffing?
14 funding for things, she makesit fun, they stay after, they 14 We don't have computers there. Educationis
15 do things for everybody, for the parents and the kids to 15 based on -- focused on only math and English, which till
16 gettheminvolved. And | think that if we had parents who 16 isnot to my standard, that third grade, fourth grade,
17 areinvolved, our kids are going to do alot better. 17 fifth grade. They don't have speech pathologist. We have
18 So with that, | appreciate you taking -- 18 so many students who have speech issues. They get
19 listening to me and allowing me to speak today. | am very 19 frustrated when they trying to talk. And others don't
20 happy with the work that President Obama -- or commitment 20 understand. And they don't have any -- it's not avery
21 that he's shown to Indian education. And so if anyone 21 comprehensive education that | find in that schoal.
22 could take that back to him, I'd appreciateit. Thanks. 22 That ismy biggest concern. And I'm learning
23 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. At thistime, | 23 more about it. How come we cannot provide a quality
24 want to turn over the mike to the Pueblo of San Ildefonso 24 education? Where do we get the funding from? Yes, culture
25 for your comments. 25 and traditions are very, very, very important to me, coming
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1 from adifferent planet. It'slike a cement that keeps the 1 That'swhat we're al about here. It's very important that

2 communitiestogether. | find that there's not even 2 we need to partner together, or else we fail. We need to

3 sufficient funding for us to provide that. 3 haveavision or elsewefail. We need to have an agenda.

4 | am going to introduce Councilman Mr. Martinez. 4 Those are some of the things that dictate to us where we're

5 If it'sokay, | will ask him to talk alittle bit about the 5 going to collaborate amongst ourselves.

6 culture, traditions, and more about the education. Thank 6 The other thing that concerns me is, one, isthe

7 you very much. 7 funding. | hope that the funding is going to be

8 TIM MARTINEZ: Good morning. 8 distributed equal. | hear at timesit's very competitive.

9 PAMELA AGOYO: Councilman, if you could come | 9 Money isevil, that's what my mom told me. But she used to
10 tothe microphone. Y ou can come have a seat here. 10 tell me, "Whatever money you get, whatever funding you get,
11 TIM MARTINEZ: Everybody stand up. No. My 11 Son, appreciateit. Makeit go along ways." That's what
12 nameis Tim Martinez. I'm from San Ildefonso Pueblo, Ohkay |12 Ms. Dolly and | are doing.

13 Owingeh. We're here, Dolly and myself, to represent 13 We also incorporate agriculture. | initiated a

14 Mr. James Mountain, our governor, as well as Lieutenant 14 traditional farm program. It's about our language, our

15 Governor Wayne Martinez and tribal council, our community |15 culture, our heritage. We also incorporate the science,

16 and our tribal traditional leaders. | am going to say | 16 thetechnology, the math, the environment. That isso

17 met Pam Agoyo today. I'm Tim Martinez. We've been 17 important. That's part of agriculture.

18 communicating for the last couple days. 18 | work at the National Laboratory for some time

19 So anyway, going back, you know, we talk about 19 doing contract archeology. | had a good staff, but

20 funding. We're underserved. Funding isthe most 20 individuals moveon. Inaway | was|eft alone, but my

21 important. Y ou know, it's about our objectives, our goals, 21 heart isherefor the children.

22 about strategic planning. And it starts from Washington to 22 We talk about today about the PARCC test. People

23 theareaoffice to tribal governments, state governments. 23 areintimidated. Our parents are committed. What are they

24 That's not happening today. 24 doing to us now? Keep in mind, there was a gentleman by

25 Consultations are good in away, but | believein 25 the name of Alfred Binet that invented the 1Q test. And
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1 results. | think it's fine time that Native Americans can 1 that was primarily for the soldiers that went to war to

2 no longer belenient. They need to stand their ground, 2 find out how much they know, how -- not how smart you are.

3 partnership, and move on. And what | would liketo say to 3 They utilized these kinds of things. And I think alot of

4 the DC staff hereisthat we talk about policies, we talk 4 times| disagree with testing. But within the state

5 about procedures. Those are very meaningful. Those are 5 government, it's mandatory, it's part of our requirement.

6 toolsthat will help us, but they're not there to hurt us. 6 Youknow, it's part of the core studies. That'swhat |

7 But, please, every time when there's changes, we need to be 7 look at.

8 informed. We need to be made aware so that we can makean | 8 Y ou know, again, you know, aso | want to

9 informed decision for our community. 9 thank -- | want to recognize DeAlva Calabaza, Daytona Raye,
10 The other thing, like Ms. Dolly was saying, I'm 10 the staff, the state of education, PED. Santa Ana Pueblo
11 thelanguage director for San lldefonso. | speak five 11 and San lldefonso were selected last year to do a
12 language. | speak Navajo. | speak Sioux. | speak Arabic. 12 presentation on behaf of their pueblo, and it was at
13 | speak Spanish. And | speak Tewa. | don't know how | 13 Idleta Casino, three-day workshop. | was so glad that they
14 learned this, but that's what | speak today. 14 selected us. Why? | asked myself, maybe it's because we
15 | am aproduct of BIA San IIdefonso Day School, 15 had agood program. But people cometo us, "Tim, how did
16 Pojoague Public Schools, and Haskell Indian Junior College, |16 you dothis?' You know, | wasn't going to be ateacher in
17 onmy way to Cal State Northridge and on my way up, clear 17 those areas, but | taught myself. I'm fluent. It's about
18 up north to San Francisco State University. Then | moved 18 indigenous knowledge, ladies and gentlemen, here. It's
19 back home becauseit's aplace to return. It's my home 19 about sharing. It's about transparency. | believe in that
20 place. 20 way.

21 We talk about when we ride and we're playing, we 21 I've been blessed that I'm here today, that we

22 thought, oh, | sat at thetail end. When you're out on 22 started an after-school program. We have like 28 children,

23 your reservation, you're riding the truck, "Oh, Grandpa, | 23 Los Alamos, Pojoaque, San lldefonso Day School, and we al'so
24 want to sit at the end of the tailgate." But today we're 24 teach at the Head Start. | also teach an adult language

25 talking about traditional American Indian lifestyle. 25 class on Mondays and Wednesdays for those adults that come
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1 that are not fluent, that want to learn. So, again, | try 1 dllast night. I'mafarmer. | wear many hats, and right
2 to convince my people, my community, to come. Theservices | 2 now I'm supposed to turn in my Ph.D. dissertation thesis
3 arethere. But alot of the teaching, the disciplineis 3 thisafternoon, and | came here by accident. | just came
4 coming from the home. It should start from the home. 4 hereto turn my paper. | met alady from Jicarilla, and |
5 That's how -- we were raised that way. 5 asked where shewas going. She said, "To Lobo room A and
6 Wetalk about historical trauma here. When you 6 B." Andl said, "Comeon. I'll show you whereit is.
7 testindividual children -- because | was one of them -- 7 Thisiswhat | found.
8 these children dislike themselves because they're not 8 I'm a councilman from Santo Domingo. Christopher
9 better than this other person. But | was learned if you -- 9 Chavez ismy name. And we talked about this Wednesday,
10 if you're passing, "That'sfine, Tim. Don't worry about 10 last week, concerning our education system in Bernalillo,
11 it," you know. 11 SantaFeand our general education for our kids. | took
12 Soinaway | wasraised by my mom. My mom was 12 the position about a month ago to be the language
13 my dictionary. Shewas my encyclopedia. | teach the 13 revitalization director at thevillage. And I've been
14 children today the language, the songs, the stories, what 14 pretty brash about the situation. | tell the people, |
15 the meanings are. We had a summer language camp last year. |15 said, "Speak to your children our language in the village."
16 Wehad 78 kids that enrolled in that class. 16 And they can go to school up there in Santa Fe and
17 A month ago, we had a site evaluation with PED. 17 Albuquerque and places. They can learn the English
18 Those arethethingsthat | like because | want to show 18 language, but we need them here. | said in my own days
19 them what we're all about, what we can do for our 19 when | was young, this man, Tare Arragon, taught us, "Go to
20 community. That'swhat we're al about. We don't hide 20 school. Learn everything you can. When you come home, you
21 anything. 21 canhelpus” Now I'mreversing that. Stay home. Learn
22 But, again, you know, | commend this gentleman 22 our language, and then you can go to school and learn the
23 herefrom Navajo Nation. He brought up alot of good 23 English language.
24 issues about accountability, about transparency, about 24 I've been in the middle of thisall since | guess
25 responsibility. Those are some of the things that we need 25 | came home after | retired from emergency medicine for 22
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1 tofocus on isthink about yourself, think what your needs 1 yearswith the military. And I've been advocating teaching
2 arewithin your community, your service, your performance, 2 our kids absolutely the old language, which | grew up with.
3 within the school system. Who evaluates the teachers? Who | 3 Some of those kids don't know how to say skunk, how to say
4 monitorsthem? Performance are very important. 4 --justthey'redl rote. They don't speak our language.
5 | just want to, again, reiterate al of you all 5 It's 86 percent |lost right now. And I'm advocating those
6 said alot of good things here. Mr. Abeyta here, he's been 6 peopleto talk to their children in our language in their
7 aprincipal, teacher, mentor to al the children within the 7 village.
8 pueblos. But, again, you know, it's fine time that our 8 What hurtsiswhen | saw this lady standing with
9 president has obligated these kinds of monies so that we 9 her daughter, and the little kid says, "Mom, what are those
10 can provide the best care, the best services, to our youth, 10 Indiansdoing?' And we were having acorn dance. | got so
11 young adult and our elders. 11 upset, | told her, | said, "We're having acorn dance. You
12 Butin closing, | would like to say | want to 12 should be part of this," in our language. And her mother
13 thank Pam, | want to thank individuals that are a part of 13 looked at me, she says, "Don't speak to her. I'll teach
14 thisfor alowing Ms. Dolly and myself to come here today 14 her myself." And so that hurt me.
15 to sharewith you all what we're al about. In closing, 15 So now I'm aggressively pursuing that. And so
16 again, | would like to say a prayer in my Tewalanguage. 16 1'm organizing the whole language classes in the community.
17 Youdon't haveto stand. (Speakingin Native language.) 17 And my governor doesn't know I'm here, but he won't know
18 Thank you very much. 18 about this situation. And thank you all for hearing me.
19 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Councilman 19 Thank you.
20 Martinez. At thistimel'd like to invite the councilman 20 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Councilman. A
21 from Santo Domingo. He wanted to come and give some 21 couple of thingsisthat we have about five more tribes to
22 comments on behalf of Governor Coriz. 22 get through. But we also want to stay true to the schedule
23 CHRISTOPHER CHAVEZ: (Speakingin Native 23 and also prepare for the public comments. So -- and I'm
24 language.) Thank you for permitting meto give alittle 24 really never one to stand between people and their lunch.
25 talk. | just camefrom my afafafield. | wasirrigating 25 So acouple of things. For those of you who want
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1 to provide public comments and have that opportunity, 1 opportunity to provide their perspective. And as soon as
2 pleasesignup. There'sasign-up sheet out at the 2 those comments are completed, we will moveright into the
3 registration table. We are going to be looking -- putting 3 public comment. And | will be going down thelist that |
4 that together over the lunch hour to make sure that we are 4 have. So for those of you who are making public comment,
5 prepared for the afternoon session. 5 just a couple housekeeping things. You will come up and
6 When we reconvene at one p.m., we will hear from 6 around the table and to the standing mike here. We thought
7 Tesuque, Ute Mountain Ute, Ziaand Zuni. And if there are 7 it would be important for you to be able to face the full
8 additional tribes that have arrived in the interim since we 8 audience so they are not listening to your back. And then,
9 began thetribal comments, then | will add them to the 9 if, you know, you're addressing questions potentially to
10 list. 10 Joyce, you sort of have everyone within eye shot, so to
11 So a couple of housekeeping comments. Lunch, as 11 speak. Please remember to state your names clearly for our
12 you know, ison your own. For those of you who didn't 12 recorder so that we can record that accurately.
13 bring lunch money, as my mom would say, | think we still 13 So let's get started. At thistime | want to
14 have some refreshments, so we definitely don't want you to 14 call on Ute Mountain Ute to provide their comments.
15 go hungry. But the main eateries are down on the main 15 JUANITA PLENTYHOLES: Hello. Thank you for
16 level. Youjust haveto go down onefloor. I'm not sure 16 this opportunity for giving us a chance to speak. | just
17 if the elevator is still out of commission. But if itis, 17 want to start off with the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe. We're
18 there are stairs on the north end of the building and also 18 located in southwest Colorado, and our land base extends
19 on the south end, so you can access them. And it's my 19 into Utah and New Mexico. And so our headquarters are
20 understanding that the elevator on the south end of the 20 therein Towaoc, Colorado. And we have asmall community
21 building isin operation. You have several options -- 21 onthe Utah side. Our New Mexico side, we don't have a
22 egting options on the main level. 22 community, but we use that areafor energy development.
23 And as | said, | encourage you to please sign up 23 So that's one of the things that we face as we're
24 for the public comments. And we will reconvene at onep.m. |24 working with programs and that. We have aHead Start on
25 And we have one question that I'll go ahead and 25 our reservation, but we don't have other schools, so our
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1 take. Yes, maam. 1 kidsare bussed 15 miles to Cortez to the public schools.
2 EVELYN MEADOWS: Question, you took my name | 2 And so when we're working with the studentsin the school
3 earlier. Dol needto re-sign up? 3 district, we work with the State of Colorado. But most of
4 PAMELA AGOYO: Yes, maam. For the public 4 our federal funding, we're part of the Southwest Region, so
5 comments, yes. 5 we have to come down here to the area office in Albuquerque
6 Okay. We will reconvene from recess until 6 to advocates for funds and that.
7 onep.m. Thank you. 7 So we're always caught in the middle. Y ou know,
8 (Recess from 12:00 p.m. until 1:00 p.m) 8 well, for thisissue, the State of Colorado, State of Utah
9 PAMELA AGOYO: Hello, again, everybody. We 9 or New Mexico. Sothat'saready, to start, part of our
10 want to reconvene the session. And | know folks will be 10 dilemmacthere.
11 trickling in, but we also have some folks who are anxious 11 So due to our regular programs, we did receive
12 to make some comments and we want to stay true to the 12 J1 fundsto support our students. But, again, you know,
13 schedule when we said that they'll have an opportunity to 13 it'snot enough. We -- after they portioned it al out, it
14 sharetheir perspective. 14 came down to $60 a student, and that's not really enough
15 I wanted to bring your attention to the fact that 15 because the student fees are really rising, especialy as
16 therefreshments have been refreshed. And so please help 16 school districts are receiving less and less funding, the
17 yourselves. I'm afirm believer in sugar, and that's me. 17 feesare going higher and higher. We also received Higher
18 | think | was ahummingbird in aformer life. Me and sugar 18 Ed funds and state funds on the federal side.
19 arereally good friends. But, anyway, please help yourself 19 So as | mentioned, our -- we have an education
20 tothat. 20 department that's totally tribally funded because we don't
21 Also, | wanted to make an announcement that the 21 get no other funding for that. So part of the run-ins they
22 PowerPoint -- the handouts from the PowerPoint from this 22 have with the school district working with our education
23 morning are also available and they're out on the 23 department isinformation sharing. They have a hard time
24 registration desk whenever you're ready. 24 with FERPA and, you know, our parents have to sign awaiver
25 We actually have three tribes who didn't have an 25 saying it's okay for our education department to interact
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1 with the school on behalf of their students. So many times 1 havethese conversations. But down at the bottom, at the

2 the parents don't want our staff, if they're involved with 2 playing field, you know, our kids -- the interactions

3 the students, until they get in trouble. Then when they 3 between the students and their teachersis not always

4 getintrouble, they come back and say, "Well, you guys are 4 positive. So we hear that time and time again about how

5 the education department. 'Y ou should be up there helping 5 our students are being treated in the schools, you know, by

6 them." But how can weif we didn't sign awaiver. So 6 their teachers and their peers. And so when we address

7 that'skind of the issues. 7 that to the school district, to the schools, and then they

8 And, you know, trying to work with the school 8 say, "No, no, no, no. It's not -- nothing is going on."

9 district there, we kind of butt heads at times because our 9 And usually, you know, they don't listen to the
10 education department feels like they're not taken 10 student's side of the story. So many times, you know, our
11 serioudy. The school district, you know, the -- about the 11 kids don't have that positive experience at the school in
12 only time they contact our education department is when 12 Cortez so they end up dropping out or, you know, for their
13 they'retrying to locate a parent or when astudent isin 13 student counts, they keep them in the school for, you know,
14 trouble. And then they say, "Come up and get this child," 14 acertain amount of days, and that's for them to receive
15 you know, so they're not really -- you know, asthey're 15 the Title VII and the state funding that the schools
16 working toward plans and working with the programsthere, |16 receive.
17 weredlly would like them to involve our education 17 So we fedl after that student count they -- you
18 department because, you know, they're a big part of our 18 know, then it's, you know, they don't care about the
19 student population and school district, and they're the 19 studentsthen. So any kind of behavior issues or whatever
20 onesthat are providing the supportive services for our 20 comes up, they tend to, you know, go ahead and kick them
21 students. But they just feel like they're not taken 21 out. And sowhen those students get kicked out, where do
22 serioudly or included in those important discussions 22 they go? They don't have the services to help them. So
23 regarding studentsin the school district. 23 many times, you know, they end up going to boarding
24 It's the same way when we have our Indian 24 schools. And then from there, that's where those kids get
25 policies and procedures meetings with the State. You know, |25 |ost in the cracks. There's no tracking of -- or whatever
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1 thedatathat they give us, it's not -- all our Native 1 for them.

2 Americans are lumped in one category. And thisisfor all 2 And so right now -- so, you know, with our

3 the schoolsin Colorado, so it's not really sectioned out. 3 dropout rates already being high, you know, that doesn't

4 Sowedon't have those exact numbers of our Ute studentsin | 4 help that cycle that's developed. Because many of our

5 the school district. 5 students, you know, their parents didn't have a positive

6 Our school district tries to do what they caniin 6 experience, aswell, in education, the education system,

7 regardsto data collected. You know, our Native -- our Ute 7 and maybe they dropped out, too. So their students that

8 studentsin the school district. The school district we 8 they're bringing up, they're just starting that cycle

9 have -- the mgjority of it isnon-Native. But for the 9 again, and that parent don't know how to support that
10 Native portion, we're Ute and Navajo. Those are the 10 child. And so, you know, that child goes through that and
11 majority of the Ute population in the school district, and 11 just, you know, ends up dropping out, too, and then they're
12 then afew other tribes. 12 bringing up their kids in that way, too. So welook at it,
13 So they have their issues there. And so one of 13 wesit there and say, "How can we break this cycle that's
14 the things they're wanting to know more about is the 14 happening in our community?"
15 process to identify our education program as atribal 15 So one thing we're -- one thing wetry to do is
16 education agency. Because wefedl if we have that 16 bring some of the education to the tribes. Because alot
17 designation, then they would be taken more seriously. And |17 of our members don't go off the reservation. They stay on
18 maybe we would be able to apply for some grants and that 18 thereservation. And because they dropped out alot, they
19 that are available. Because right now, you know, it'slike 19 don't have the job skills or the education to apply for
20 we said, we have the three different states that we're 20 some of these better-paying jobs. And so wetry to bring
21 dealing with. 21 some of the education, distance learning and that to the
22 And so for the other thing with our students 22 reservation.
23 there, you know, here at our level, our 23 But one of the challenges we have, again, iswith
24 government-to-government consultations and that, working (24 our broadwidth [sic]. Again, that was mentioned before.
25 with the state and that, we can agree on things and we can 25 Because when everybody is on the Internet at one time, it
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1 redlly sowsit down. So when we have these interactive 1 parents. So they're struggling to, you know, keep food on
2 boards and that and we're Skyping peoplein and it gets 2 thetablefor their kids, and so they don't have -- the
3 stuck and that, so that's one of the issues we have with 3 kidsaren't given the attention they need. So, you know, |
4 our distance learning. 4 said if we could develop a program just centering around
5 So as | mentioned, our J-1 funds, our Higher Ed 5 families, then we'd have the services to help that student
6 funds, aswe're advocating out here, | comedownand | came | 6 with whatever issues they're dealing with. Because when we
7 and talked with BIA. And this has been going on for afew 7 tak about education, it's not just educating, you know.
8 years. So | asked about funding and how can the federal 8 We, in the past, our people, how they educated was on
9 funds support our students, because | -- as| mentioned, 9 survival skills. But today, you know, it's with reading,
10 right now our student support funds are being totally 10 writing, math.
11 tribally supported. So we asked BIA what kind of fundscan |11 And so with that, you know, how do we help give
12 you give us? Since we don't have a school on the 12 them the support they need, looking at developing -- you
13 reservation, how can you help us support our kids that are 13 know, developing our behavioral health. Because our
14 in public schools? 14 students need counseling, too. They need to know that
15 And, you know, with our B -- and so with our B -- 15 they're okay, that whatever environments they're being
16 Higher Ed funds, you know, we only get 23,000 ayear to 16 raised in, you know, that they can -- that they can build
17 support our Higher Ed kids, and we're funding over 80 17 up their own self-esteem. And with the tribe behind them,
18 students. And thetribeisfunded over ahaf amillion 18 supporting them, they may make a differencein their
19 dollars. So that's why we advocated on BIA, saying what's 19 education and that and encourage them to go on.
20 going on here? Y ou know, that's part of the federal 20 And at the same time, on this other side, working
21 responsibility isto provide education to our members of 21 with the families, you know, how can we support those
22 our community, and that's not happening. | mean, 23,000, 22 families, getting them the counseling they need, too, and
23 it'snot even enough to support one student. 23 helping them understand that even though it isimportant to
24 And so, you know, | talked to BIA. They say, 24 provide that -- you know, the meal on the table and that,
25 "Well, you need to talk to BIE because they're the ones 25 it'smoreimportant to give them tools on how -- give them
Page 98 Page 100
1 that administer the program.” So when wetalk to BIE, they | 1 thosetoolsand dealing with those issues, and some
2 say, "WEell, you need to go talk to BIA because they're the 2 positive parenting classes and that.
3 onesthat give usthe money." Soit'sawayslike, you 3 So | challenged them and | said, you know, we
4 know, shifting it back and forth. Even when we met with 4 have our tribal programs here, we have our State programs,
5 themin DC, we had them standing both in front of us. And | 5 sohow can we develop something like thisthat will be
6 they were standing in front of us, saying, "Well, you need 6 tribally driven, and, you know, the State, if they can
7 totalk to him," or, "You need to talk to him." And, you 7 providefundsto that. So that's something we're looking
8 know, we have our data and everything, our stats. So 8 at.
9 that's another issue that we face. 9 And we aso, as atribe, look at restructuring
10 And so looking at all that, you know, we look 10 our programsthere. And for education departments, they
11 at -- instead of looking at the negative, you know, how -- 11 really cut it into three sections. So oneisthe early
12 looking at the positive side of things, what can we do to 12 childhood, and that's including our Head Start and our day
13 help support our students with that support they need to 13 care. And the second part of it ison our education -- our
14 help? Because, you know, right now our students are -- 14 eementary, which is our elementary up to high school. And
15 they facealot of challenges. And so -- you know, andthe |15 our third area and higher ed. And the three circles just
16 challenges, the things that they face there at the school, 16 working together and integrating some of the programs
17 that'sin addition to what they're already facing. 17 together to better serve some of the needs our students
18 And so looking at -- last week we met with some 18 have.
19 of our state agencies and looking at some of our programs 19 And so on top of that, too, looking at our
20 thereon thereservation. So | challenged them, | said, 20 schoolsthere. In the past, and | was talking to somebody
21 "Why don't we look at developing a project,” aprojectthat |21 from BIE that came up onetime, and so -- a gentleman. |
22 will center around our families, you know, becauseweneed |22 can't remember his name. But | was talking to him about
23 to heal our people. Right now they're hurting. They're 23 some of our situations there with our kids in the school
24 going through alot. They're struggling. The majority of 24 district. And he was saying that in the past, you know,
25 our familiesareasingle -- being raised by single 25 when the boarding schools came up, we had a boarding school
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1 onthereservation, but for some reason or another it 1 | also believe that no matter who the child is,
2 closed down. And so he was saying the tribes had the 2 the Native students and the minorities are not addressed
3 opportunity to have schools on the reservations, but when 3 well enough to be able to be ready for the PARCC testing.
4 the public schools came about, some of the tribes 4 Therereally isn't concrete evidence that the curriculumis
5 authorized their funding to go to the nearby school 5 culturaly -- it's culturally-based education.
6 districtsfor -- you know, to put their schools up. 6 | believe that if we could get more money for
7 And so we had been looking to see, well, what did 7 professional development, not only in the BIE arena but
8 UteMountain do? | mean, did we give up our right to that? | 8 alsoin public schools, that we might be able to change the
9 Did wesign over our funding to the school district in 9 teachings of our children today.
10 Cortez? And nobody has ever been able to find out what 10 Language is an integral part of our community.
11 happened there. But, you know, he was saying if not, if 11 Everything is about language. Our whole lifestyle depends
12 you don't have that, then that would be justification to go 12 onlanguage. We do get asmall grant from the New Mexico
13 to BIE and ask for fundsto start your own school on your 13 State Language Grant through PED. | don't believe that's
14 reservation. 14 enough money. But, again, the responsibility should be on
15 So right now that's something we're looking 15 thetribe.
16 forward to doing. We're starting the groundwork, getting 16 Now, how do we sustain our language? Doesit
17 theresearch done, and really looking at trying to put a 17 come from our community? | think so. But if we could
18 charter school on the reservation, if we can, and working 18 reiterate that at the school level, then we should have
19 towardsthat. So, you know, it's-- so that's what we're 19 buy-in on which teachers are going to get certified and
20 doing asatribeisreally looking at our needs there and 20 how. Also, having the respect of what we're going to teach
21 trying to find the funding and the partnership with the 21 tothese students is very important, because some things
22 different entities to develop the support and that that we 22 are-- well, most of itisall intellectual property of the
23 need for our students there on Ute Mountain. 23 Pueblo of Zia. So we also have to be careful on who we
24 So with that, you know, | just want to thank you 24 certify. But | don't think that our -- our language isn't
25 for giving us the -- giving me the opportunity to speak on 25 lost yet. But without support from federal government,
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1 behalf of our Ute there on the reservation. Thank you. 1 BIE, public schools -- if we can get into the public
2 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you very much. Atthis | 2 schools, | think we'd be able to reinforce what we teach
3 timel'd liketo invite the proxy or representative of the 3 them.
4 Pueblo of Ziaif you have comments that you wanted to 4 And it'sreally comforting to know that DeAlva
5 provide. 5 speaks about Impact Aid. | believe that tribes need
6 DARLENE CHINANA: (Speaking Native 6 transparency because we don't know what each public school
7 language.) Governor Pino met with ustoday. He sends his 7 district isdoing in each school. We don't know that each
8 regards. My nameis Darlene Chinana. And I'm from the 8 child isaddressed to their specific needs. And we havea
9 Pueblo of Zia. Raisedin Zia. | do have family in Jemez. 9 current example of that today where we can't get a budget
10 | think most of the points have already been touched on. 10 report stating that the dollars from Impact Aid are being
11 | think today my pet peeve is are our students 11 used for Native students. And that's pretty sad because
12 college-ready. Studies have shown that Native students are 12 there'sreally no onethereto check to see what's really
13 not ready to enter post secondary institutions. | believe 13 going on. And now the PED is taking that responsibility to
14 that our students are constantly falling between the gaps 14 make sure that there is transparency. | hope that that
15 because of the ineffectiveness of their teachers, starting 15 doesn't exist in every school, but thisis happening down
16 from third grade, and inconsistency of keeping the same 16 inour local district, which isthe Jemez district.
17 teacherswhere they build that trust and responsibility to 17 | think also that if we could continue to support
18 the student with the student. 18 and consult like we're sitting here today and, you know,
19 So | honestly believe that we need to concentrate 19 let ussit at thetable, let ustell you from our grass
20 more on the teacher professionalism. Not every child 20 roots efforts of what's really going on in the communities.
21 learnsthe sameway. Every childisunique. | aso 21 | do thank -- | do thank the United States
22 believe that the teachers should be able to have cultural 22 Department of Education for giving me the opportunity to
23 responsiveness regardless of where they're teaching, only 23 speak. | know Governor has other issues. And | hope I've
24 because some schools aready have that. SantaFe Indian 24 addressed them well today.
25 School isagreat example. 25 Andin closing I'd like to say an interesting
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1 point that was given to me by acolleague, he says, 1 amount of testing that our students go through, you know.
2 "Resources and training of teachers make effective 2 Year around, it'sjust test after test after test. And
3 teachers. They aso should be able to help the student 3 some of it, yes, ismandated by the federal level. Someis
4 reach the standards regardless of the student's own 4 atthestatelevel. But there'sjust so many testing
5 abilities." 5 that's going on.
6 So | honestly believe that if we have qualified 6 And, you know, one of the things that | would
7 certified teachers who are culturally responsive, we can 7 liketo recommend is, you know, all we had -- we were
8 make this happen and get better students, as well treating 8 different departments. Whether at the state level or
9 them with respect. And | feel that they should be ready 9 federal level, you know, there's testing required, you
10 either for college, for their career workplace, regardless 10 know. If they could al collaborate and condense it into
11 of what school they go to. And they should not be 11 one, two tests, you know, that way, you know, the students
12 neglected as they have been in the past. 12 can take those tests rather than each department providing
13 And we go back to the treaties and we say that it 13 atest and, okay, thisisthe test that we want your
14 isyour responsibility to be able to sustain us and keep us 14 studentsto -- thisisthefinal test, thisisthe -- you
15 going in the education department or field and in all 15 know, whatever test it is, it all can be incorporated into
16 tribes, just to say that | am happy that Obama has taken 16 oneor two tests. You know, our students wouldn't be so
17 theinitiative to actually address Native people. And he's 17 tested out. And then amajority of the time, our teachers
18 inhissecond term. I'm just kind of wondering why it took |18 would be able to really spend teaching our students.
19 solong to realize and understand that we do have these 19 I know from what | hear, alot of our teachers
20 needsin our small communities. Thank you. 20 are basically teaching to the tests amost every day, you
21 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Darlene. Atthis |21 know, and just because of the Common Core standards that we
22 time | want you to turn your attention to the Pueblo of 22 currently have in place, that we have to comply with. |
23 Zuni providing your comments. 23 know that'skind of like has astrain on alot of our
24 VIRGINIA CHAVEZ: (Spesking Native 24 teachers. Even our students. Assome -- one of the tribal
25 language.) Good afternoon. My nameis VirginiaChavez, |25 leaders, | believe, or one of the presenters mentioned it
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1 and I'm from the Pueblo of Zuni. 1'm the Zuni tribal 1 has-- said that education is very stressful. And | agree
2 council. Thisis-- just been in officethisyear, soI've 2 with that.
3 beenin office alittle over three months. 3 | agree with that because alot of our teachers
4 And | thank you. | want to thank the U.S. 4 and our students, you know, the students are being tested
5 Department of Education for giving us this opportunity to 5 dl thetime. They are stressed out. Our teachers are
6 ask for our input in the education of our children. 6 even stressed out, you know, with the high demands that --
7 Y ou know, I'm a strong advocate of education. 7 that we currently have regarding Common Core and the PARCC
8 I'm very compassionate about education. We havefive 8 testing. And | believethisis-- | know -- I've heard
9 schoolsin our public school system. We have the two 9 that we have alot of our teachersleaving -- leaving the
10 parochial schools. We have the Head Start program. And we |10 teaching profession because | believe that it is because of
11 aso have the University of New Mexico branch located in 11 that evaluation system that we have within the state of
12 our Zuni Pueblo, aswell. So we're thankful that we have 12 New Mexico. And alot of our teachers feel that they are
13 all these educational institutions within our pueblo. 13 excellent teachers, but for some reason it's -- based on
14 And | just want to also mention that -- and also 14 that assessment, they're -- | don't know. 1'm not too
15 | want to -- | believe it was Mr. Riley from the Pueblo of 15 familiar with thetest. But | know that's one of the
16 Acomawho mentioned that -- who mentioned the testing of 16 reasons that we have heard that alot of our teachers are
17 our students, and he said that we have -- our students are 17 leaving the teaching profession because of the high demand
18 tested to death. You know, | know those weren't his exact 18 regarding teaching and also the evaluation system.
19 words. But there's an extreme amount of testing that is 19 So with that, | also want to ask, you know,
20 going on on our students. 20 for -- and, again, as everyone else has mentioned, funding.
21 And | served on our public school board for five 21 We have these high demands of our teachers. Y ou know,
22 years. I'vealso served on the advisory board for our UNM 22 funding should come with it. They should betrained to
23 Gallup University, the Gallup branch, aswell. And so that 23 better teach our students. There should be training
24 has come up, you know, a number of times, you know, from |24 available to help our students so that our students can
25 teachers addressing to our public school board about the 25 succeed, you know, so that our students would do well.
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1 S0 -- and regarding the PARCC assessment, and | 1 for funding every year.
2 agree with other tribal members, as well, we have that 2 If you -- if you don't fall into that -- that --
3 Internet issue within our own pueblo. We don't have that 3 into that designation renewal system, you automatically get
4 bandwidth to have Internet in our whole community. And a 4 funded for fiveyears. And | kind of disagree with that
5 lot of our families don't have Internet access at their 5 system becauseif our -- if -- | say our Head Start program
6 homes. And then when -- even our schools, you know, we -- 6 missed it by like two points.
7 even our schools, you know, we have to experiment with the 7 Y ou know, it's just unfortunate that they just
8 testing like afew months before the -- before the -- even 8 missed it by that very little minimum and that they have to
9 before the PARCC was administered. But our Internet syssem | 9 apply every year for funding or -- and have to go through a
10 just wasn't ableto handle al of that, you know, all of 10 technical assistance. And | -- which I'm fine. | don't
11 the studentstesting. So we had to work with our PED 11 have aproblem with that. They need -- do need that
12 office herein Santa Fe, and then they allowed usto do the 12 technical assistance.
13 testswith paper, pencil. 13 And if thereisaneed for our educational
14 And so, again, | try and meet with all the other 14 systems, our educationa programs, then they shouldn't
15 pueblos who also expressed that concern about the Internet 15 be-- | mean, thisis my personal opinion -- they shouldn't
16 that needed that, incapabilities that we have in our 16 be placed in this competitive funding but rather if there
17 Internet systems, that we don't have in our communities. 17 isaneed because of certain maybe shortfalls that they
18 And so -- so that's one of the things that | also wanted to 18 haven't covered, then funding should continue. Funding
19 mention. 19 should go ahead and continue to help our programsimprove.
20 And another thing that I'm grateful for and | 20 Because theway | see the competitive funding is that,
21 would like -- I would like one thing to continueis our 21 well, if you're not doing well, we're not going to -- we're
22 fundings for our bilingual programs so that we're able to 22 not going to continue funding that. 1'm not sure. Maybe |
23 continue teaching the Zuni language in our schools. We 23 have that understanding, but that's the way | look t it.
24 currently have that program in our schools, and I'm 24 But | just want to advocate for our Head Start program for
25 thankful for that, you know. My five-year-old grandson is 25 funding will continue for our -- for our Head Start
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1 inkindergarten, and he has learned the Pledge of 1 children, because they are the earlier learnersin our --
2 Allegiancein Zuni, and I'm learning that from him, you 2 inour communities, and we need to put as much money aswe
3 know. And soiit's-- alot of things he's learned now 3 caninto our children, the smaller children, and a'so
4 that, you know, | really appreciate. So | appreciate the 4 provide funding for our teachers so that our teachers will
5 fundsthat are coming through for our bilingual education 5 do well in their teaching.
6 programs. 6 And also | want to mention the breakfast in the
7 A lot of our student -- our teacher's assistants 7 schools program. We are very fortunate that we have this
8 have cert- -- have received that 504 certification to teach 8 inour schools because we have that in our elementary
9 the Zuni language, so -- and the Zuni tribal leadership and 9 schoolsright now. And, you know, as mentioned, alot of
10 the school boards and the Zuni administration in our public 10 our schools, our Native communities are living in poverty
11 schools support that. And so we have that in our schools. 11 throughout New Mexico and even other states. And alot of
12 Another thing | want to mention is our Head Start 12 our children come to school, you know, hungry, you know.
13 program. | know we have -- we do receive funding for it. 13 And we're thankful that we have this breakfast in the
14 And one of the things that our current Head Start program 14 schools program.
15 isgoing through is that the system called -- the 15 So -- but | also would like it not only for
16 designation renewal system. Apparently, an assessment is 16 elementary students, but also for the mid school and the
17 done on our Head Start programs. And the teaching methods, |17 high school students level, aswell, because, you know,
18 theteaching -- the instructions that is going on in 18 our -- you know, our kids are -- especially the mid school
19 classrooms, the part is -- @l other factors are taken into 19 students and the high school students, they're always
20 consideration in this assessment. And for some reason, 20 hungry. You know, they -- they eat -- they like to eat,
21 our -- well, our Head Start program went through that 21 so, you know, they're hungry. So rather than just funding
22 assessment, but | believe missed -- missed the point like 22 it at the elementary level, | think it should be throughout
23 maybe two -- like two points or something like that. And 23 theK through 12 school system because like -- as|
24 with that, with that designation, they have -- that they 24 mentioned, alot of our students come to -- go to school
25 have on our Head Start program is that they have to apply 25 without breakfast. And | believe that, you know, that
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1 breakfast is very important and it helps the students to do 1 aso helpin their teaching, you know.
2 well in school. So that's one of the things | would like 2 And | aso just want to mention that, you know,
3 to see continue in our school system, the funding of the 3 with our education system, you know, | know our teachers
4 breakfast in the schools program. 4 arestressed and, you know, feel that they're -- | guess
5 And as mentioned earlier, the Impact Aid Program, 5 feel likeit'saheavy load on them because they have this
6 wedo receive Impact Aid. Once we have federal monies, we | 6 wherethey have to teach -- you know, it's -- you know,
7 getTitlel, Titlell, Title 11, Title VII, TitleV. We 7 it'sbased on that -- that load is put on them to help our
8 havealot of thetitle programs and Impact Aid. And 8 kids succeed.
9 Impact Aid, | don't know, some of you may have heard or 9 But the thing isthat | also feel that -- you
10 awarethat Zuni hasfiled and is till in the process of 10 know, and | feel for our teachers because, you know, that
11 filing that lawsuit against the State of New Mexico 11 -- theresponsibility also falls on parents. And even the
12 regarding our Impact Aid funds. 12 students themselves, you know. Parents need to make sure
13 The state has a funding formula where our public 13 that their kids get enough sleep so that they can do well
14 schools -- 75 percent of our funding for Impact Aid goesto 14 inschool. And the students themselves, they need to take
15 the state level, and then those monies are disseminated in 15 their education seriously. They need to make sure that --
16 other school districtsin New Mexico. We fedl that that, 16 you know, that they get to bed on time. They do their
17 you know, that is our money. That's the money that was 17 homework. They do -- you know, and, you know, just go to
18 earned in our pueblo based on the number of students 18 school ready to learn.
19 that -- Indian students that we have here on -- we -- our 19 A lot of our -- | know alot of our students.
20 Zuni Reservation totally is on federal land, so we -- alot 20 Alsowe have afew students who -- who may be taking drugs
21 of those. So basically all of our moniesisthat Impact 21 or whatever. And that doesn't -- that doesn't help them
22 Aid€ligible. 22 when they go to school high on drugs. Y ou know, that
23 So | just want -- I've talked -- I've also 23 affectstheir learning. It's unfortunate that we have a
24 testified at the state level, too, regarding our Impact Aid 24 few of our students who get into trouble with the law and
25 funds. | feel that the State of New Mexico needs to work 25 areincarcerated for some reason. But we -- we -- in our
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1 out somekind of -- you know, work out their education 1 pueblo, we don't want to give up on these kids, you know.
2 funding system for the fund -- the Impact Aid funds that 2 We have -- we have programs, you know, that help, you know,
3 taken from various school districts will rightfully stay 3 if there's students who are at the risk of, you know,
4 within those school districts and not be sent to State so 4 dropping out of school, and we do everything that we can to
5 that it could be disseminated among another school 5 help them stay in school.
6 district. 6 And aso, we -- with the students that are
7 Y ou know, I'm not saying don't help out those 7 incarcerated -- and there's just afew number of them -- we
8 school districts. But I'm saying that, you know, the State 8 havethis program where we -- where the teacher is
9 should ook at alternative ways or additional funding to 9 designated to go to the -- it'swhat we call it at Zuni --
10 support to whole education systemin New Mexico sothat |10 the detention center to teach our students, to continue
11 they will be ableto fund all the -- al the school 11 that classroom instruction with them even while they are
12 districtsin New Mexico and not take out -- takethe-- and |12 incarcerated in school. So it's unfortunate that we have
13 not rely on the Impact Aid's funds that belong to different |13 our students, again, incarcerated, but we don't want to
14 communities or different school districts. Not to use 14 give up on these students and we want to continue their
15 those funds to fund other school districts. 15 education even whilethey areinjail.
16 But that's just one of the things, you know, we 16 So | just -- those are basically the things that
17 havethat shortfall in our education funding in the state, 17 | want to mention. And | thank you again for giving us
18 and we just need look at ways on how we can help our -- 18 this opportunity to voice and to give you our input
19 improve our educational funding so that it helps our -- all 19 regarding the education. And as -- also, another thing |
20 our children. We have alot of students. Likel said, we 20 want to mention isour -- alot of our Native students are
21 havealot of our schools districts, according to the 21 very talented. And for some reason, you know, they're not
22 grading system, alot of them are not doing well. And so 22 doing well on this PARCC testing. And if you take alook
23 that saysthat we -- we need additional fundingto helpour |23 at like-- samefor our tribe, for instance, | know the
24 teachers. | strongly advocate for professional development |24 Zuni Pueblo is recognized for the fine Indian jewelry that
25 for our teachers so that they can do well and just teach -- 25 the Zuni -- that they make. You know, it's very exclusive,
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1 pretty jewelry. And, you know, aso, even our young 1 to network. I've only been in Mescalero for one year.
2 students, our young little kids, elementary students are 2 According to the statements that have been made,
3 evenlearning that. They'relearning how to make jewelry, 3 we'real onthe same boat. We have alot of issues that
4 pottery, painting, fetishes, bead-working, and, you know, 4 weneed to change. And it's-- I've been in education for
5 like sash belt weaving. So, you know, al of this, if you 5 39years. And thisisone of our -- thisis one of my
6 takealook at -- go into our schools, you would be amazed 6 biggest challenges, but it's al'so one of the most rewarding
7 at the artwork that's done by our students, and they are 7 challenges because | think the Native American education
8 very talented in that area, you know. But yet we're not 8 perhaps has not had the same breaks that everybody else
9 tested onthat. We're not tested on that. But, you know, 9 has.
10 if wewere, you know, we would be doing very well inthat |10 We have the same problems. Our -- the same
11 area 11 opportunities -- excuse me. We want to develop the
12 But | just wanted to point that out, that our 12 language and the culture. And in Mescalero, | want to
13 culture does need to be taken into consideration when this 13 report that we do have a good program, and we want to
14 nationwide testing isimplemented. We just need to 14 improveit. We had alang- -- we had a cultural submit the
15 recognize that many of our traditions are culturally 15 other day. And our kids got up there and spoke in Apache,
16 different, and we want to do -- excel in the outside world, 16 even though many of our adults could not speak Apache.
17 but we also want to -- also don't want to let go of our 17 Just like you guys, we're in danger of losing the language.
18 cultural heritage, as well. 18 But | think it's-- alot of it is our adults
19 So those are my -- is the input that we have from 19 responsibility. Our parents are not speaking Apache to our
20 thePueblo of Zuni. And so | thank you again. And | thank |20 kids. We'relosingit. Even though they haveit, they
21 President Obamafor thisinitiative that he started. And | 21 don't practiceit.
22 thank you for the President, you know, making the time to 22 So when | came up from Mexico, they used to tell
23 go visit the Midwest reservations. So that's -- that's 23 us, "Don't speak Spanish in school." 1'm telling our
24 good. You know, maybe he can -- hastime, he can cometo |24 Apachekids, "Speak Apachein school. Practiceit." We
25 thereservationsin New Mexico or Arizona, too, aswell. 25 need to continue to develop it.
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1 Thank you for that -- that time to visit our -- our 1 | also feel that our teachers perhaps are not the
2 reservations. And so, again, thank you, everyone. 2 best teachers that we can get. We don't have the same
3 (Speaking in Native language.) 3 benefits that the State teachers have; therefore, we're
4 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Councilwoman | 4 kind of getting the teacher that perhaps cannot find jobs
5 Chavez. At thistimewe will start the public comment 5 at the public schoals. | think the government or the State
6 portion of today's session. So as | mentioned before -- 6 needsto give us the same benefits for our teachers at
7 andif you weren't here when we reconvened, you will come 7 reservations so they will want to go with the same benefits
8 around the table and we have a standing mike here so that 8 the State has.
9 you can face the audience. And we would like for you to do 9 Many teachers go to the reservation, and as soon
10 what you can to limit your comments to five minutes each. 10 asthey can find ajob in the public schoals, they go to
11 We have several people on the list and want to be mindful 11 the public school because of the retirement benefit. We
12 of the schedule that's been laid out. And also we 12 don't have agood retirement in Mescalero. We're trying to
13 understand that folks were intending to be here until a 13 change that, but it's not going to be as good as the State
14 certaintime. So if you could do that, that would really 14 retirement. Sothat'sabigissue. We've got to get
15 be appreciated. 15 better teachers, and teachers that will stay. We haveto
16 So | would like to invite at this time Evelyn 16 have consistency with our teachers. Teachers that want to
17 Meadows from the Pinon Community School Board. Areyou |17 be there because they love our kids and because they care
18 still up here? Okay. 18 enough to change the way education is being done -- going.
19 Mr. Sergio Castanon from the Mescalero School 19 We do have agood tribal council how, a new
20 District. 20 school board. So things are -- things are positive. But
21 SERGIO CASTANON: (Speaking in Native 21 that's another thing. Council changes every two years, and
22 language.) My nameis Sergio Castanon. I'm the 22 other people come in and things change, go different
23 superintendent of Mescalero Schools. | came up hereto see 23 directions. And | think that's a weakness.
24 what the status of Native American education was and what 24 Also, aschool board. Our school board can only
25 the new reports were and what direction we were going, and 25 serveone and two years. That'saso aconcern. We are
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1 doing well right now after only one year, but three of them 1 thisevent. Our tribal government would have liked to have
2 could change this summer. So that's a concern for me, and 2 been here, but we had some cultural things scheduled this
3 I'm sure the community. 3 morning, so | got sent.
4 | want to thank you people for making it possible 4 Y ou know, we appreciate all the funding, the
5 for usto get together and share. And | want to look 5 opportunities, the assistance, the supports that we've
6 forward to networking with the rest of you. Asyou know -- 6 received for our education programs. Of course, it's not
7 | hope you know that Mescalero isin the southern part of 7 enough. Our Internet infrastructure, technology is very
8 New Mexico between Tularosa and Ruidoso. 8 limited. But for what we do have, we are thankful.
9 And, look, our kids go to Ruidoso or Tularosa, 9 Y ou know, | was a history mgjor, so | am glad
10 and we have a beautiful school that can house 1,200 10 that there's no longer apolicy of "Kill the Indian, Save
11 students. We only have 530. We're going to change that. 11 theMan" or the child. But one thing that we have
12 Weare going to get more kids coming in. At this summit, 12 acknowledged is being an oral based community. We don't
13 our kids -- Ruidoso's Native American kids came and 13 record our language. We don't writeit. But we're
14 presented in English. They were dressed in the Native 14 struggling with modern day Western culture and the
15 American dress, but they only spoke English. 15 advancements of technology.
16 Our Apache Indians spoke -- Apache students spoke 16 Our households might not have access to the
17 in Apache. So| told the parents, "Y ou want to improve 17 Internet, but it seems like even my six-year-old niece has
18 culture and language? Where should they be going to 18 an|Phone. Sheknowsall lyricsto alot of, you know, R&B
19 school?' And that's what we've got to do. There's got to 19 songsand socia -- like the social media network. She
20 be-- we want to teach the language. We want to teach the 20 knowsWeb sites. But she's struggling very much in our
21 cultural. But we, as adults, need to promote it and tell 21 Native language.
22 thekidsto have pride. Because some of them are 22 A lot of our people, it was mentioned earlier,
23 embarrassed, just like we were embarrassed to speak Spanish |23 there was one of our tribal elders here who spoke five
24 when we came to schools. 24 languages. That wasvery commonin Taos. | had a
25 So thank you for the opportunities. Another 25 grandfather who spoke five languages. It was Tiwa, Tewa,
Page 122 Page 124
1 thing, welivein New Mexico. | think the legislature, the 1 Jicarilla, Spanish, alittle bit of French. He didn't know
2 governor should look at us, should look at Native American 2 English, if anything. And nowadays, it seemslikeit's
3 kidsasNew Mexico children. | don't think they're doing 3 acceptable for tribal members to get by on broken English
4 that right now. They'relooking at us separately. 4 and broken Tewa.
5 | wasat a-- | was at aboard training, and | 5 Because we're not able to advance or to modernize
6 told the coordinator, | said, "Hey, are we going to get 6 or Westernize the education and the instruction of our
7 credit hours? Arewe going to get awards for coming?' And | 7 language, we just want to keep, you know, keep -- have, |
8 hesaid, "No. You'rejust an affiliate." Why? We're from 8 guess, the government, both federal and state, keep in mind
9 New Mexico. Our kids are from here. Giveusmorerespect. | 9 that there are some tribes that will maintain their
10 So anyway, thank you very much. | am going to 10 traditional way of instruction and that, you know, as these
11 stir thepot. | am going to look at the testing thing. 11 testings are put forward, as the technologies push forward,
12 It'skind of ridiculous, | agree. So I'm going to see what 12 it'sgoing to make the responsibilities that our youth take
13 | can do to change what we have to do in Mescalero. We're 13 on, our children take on, that much more challenging in the
14 doing too much testing. 14 future. You know, it might feel like afoot is stuck in
15 Thank you very much. | appreciate the 15 the past, but, you know, it's respect for our elders, it's
16 opportunity. 16 respect for where we come from and appreciation for where
17 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. Mr. Michael 17 we'regoing to.
18 Romero from the Pueblo of Taos. 18 We, you know, finished a (Native language) a
19 MICHAEL ROMERQO: (Speaking in Native 19 70-year-old battle for (Native language) back in the
20 language.) I'm glad it's afternoon now. There's not too 20 seventies. But, you know, alot of us are seeing that
21 many people here. I'm still nervous, but -- | actually 21 that's going to probably come again at some point. And,
22 kind of got mixed up. We were having some facility issues 22 you know, how do we strengthen and empower our youth to be
23 thismorning, so | wasn't able to jump on the original 23 ableto makethat fight again. Thank you.
24 docket. But thank you all for your time. 24 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. I'dliketo
25 | guess one concern that we had was the timing of 25 invite Dr. Marilyn Johnson from the Pueblo of Acoma.
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1 MARILYN JOHNSON: Good afternoon. (Speaking | 1 rest of the time, you know, we're just kind of like on the
2 inNativelanguage.) Marilyn Johnson. |'m the executive 2 sidelines.
3 director for Acoma Department of Education. 3 I'm not sure what would prompt that greater
4 A couple of things. We would like very much to 4 degree of collaboration. And so | was thinking so what
5 transition our school to be under tribal control. And at 5 if -- what if the Impact Aid funding went directly to
6 some point in the past year there was some funding 6 tribesinstead and, you know, maybe tribes would bein
7 available, but you had to have three or more schools under 7 control of that and say, okay, school district, you know,
8 your control. And so sometimes the smaller tribes get |eft 8 collaborate with us, you know, meet with us. See how we
9 out. And it'snot that we don't want to advance, you know, 9 can better meet the needs of students. Would that be a
10 inthisdirection, but we also need the resources, and | 10 better way? And then tribes would then say, okay, you
11 think that's critical. 11 know, maybe they could release the funds. But this other
12 So, you know, based on my understanding of our 12 way, you know, we're not seeing the school district at the
13 schoolsin New Mexico, | think that basically left out all 13 table. And they -- you know, it's convenient to simply
14 of the pueblo tribesin New Mexico because we don't 14 ignore thetribe until they need, you know, our support or
15 typically have three or more schools under our control. So 15 our input. Maybe that's pretty radical, but we're not at
16 that'sreally, you know, critical. 16 thetable.
17 The other aspect is when we do, you know, get 17 One other piece that as Acomawe've been trying
18 control of our schools, then we really do need that 18 to get disaggregated data. And | think someone else
19 adequate administrative costs. Why isit reduced just 19 mentioned that, aswell. We'rejust all kind of, you know,
20 simply because it comes under tribal control. That is, you 20 Native Americans as a group together. But yet all of you
21 know, essential support for administrative infrastructure, 21 know that, in education, it is now based on data-driven
22 support of administering schools. 22 decisions. So astribes, should we not also have that data
23 Impacting, you know, that was mentioned earlier. 23 where we can review it and say, okay, you know, it appears
24 That issuch acritical issue. One of the things that fits 24 that, you know, these are the needs of our students. So
25 into thisis, of course, the state equalization formula. 25 that's another piece.
Page 126 Page 128
1 For asustained period of time, the equalization formula 1 And the -- another area that we have challenges
2 has also sustained the achievement gap that we experienced 2 iniswith higher ed funding especially. When you look at
3 with our Native students. 3 the cost of college, training, education, you know, you're
4 Equalization has not closed that achievement gap. 4 looking at 200 percent increases, 300 percent increases.
5 And if there were another way, as some of the other tribal 5 And thereisno way that our tribal funding that we get now
6 leaders have indicated, perhaps we need to look beyond 6 haskept pace with that. Itisdifficult. Itisa
7 equal. | think we need to start looking at equity. And 7 challenge.
8 what the difference? Equal means| give everybody thesame | 8 It used to be that getting a high school
9 dose. But with our children, our Native children, if they 9 education was essential. And, | mean, itis. But even
10 need additional support in order to make those advances 10 more than that, our students need to have additional
11 that are so critical, perhaps they do need additional 11 education, whether it's an, you know, associate degree as
12 support. And we know that. So perhaps we need to start 12 Head Start requires and others require, a certificate, you
13 looking at equitable. And so that your children have 13 know. Sothereisarequirement beyond high school. A
14 greater needs, but you'll also have greater resources. 14 high school diplomais no longer the gatekeeper. Itis
15 And that equalization formula does not allow that. 15 that additional training or college education that, you
16 So whether it's something that has to be changed 16 know, our students need. And so we end up getting
17 intermsof national legislation that says the funds need 17 penalized because we're -- you know, for us, we're having
18 to go directly to tribes, maybe that's one avenue. Or, you 18 todole out, you know, and get by on a smaller amount that
19 know, maybe also the State legislation needs to change 19 wegiveto our students. And we have requested that
20 aso. 20 because they tell us, you know, request the amount you
21 The Impact Aid has requirements that indicate 21 actually need. And we have. But the amounts don't change.
22 there should betribal collaboration, along with a number 22 That really needs to be adjusted to match the actual costs
23 of other requirements. It seems that the only time that 23 of college and training.
24 the school district considers that they connect with tribes 24 We had a school board election for our local
25 iswhen they need to get that document signed. And the 25 school district back in February. And the platform on
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1 which our candidate from Acomaran on was that Native 1 nextyear. Butl can't tell you what it took for a parent
2 children should not have to leave their language or culture 2 toget himthere. And addressing these issuesis our
3 at the doorstep of the school. That should be a part of 3 parents and the children with disabilities and what they go
4 thecurriculum. And | was -- you know, | challenge us as 4 through.
5 tribesthat perhapsthereis aneed to now, you know, 5 | am also an advocate, | do 100 IEPsayear. And
6 propose or to require to expect that Native history be a 6 | cantell you the specific issues that scare me right now
7 part of the curriculum. 7 isour school-to-prison pipeline, the behaviors that our
8 In a state like Montana, they have a requirement 8 children, especially our young men, are facing right now.
9 that Native history be apart of the curriculum. And look 9 Within the last month, | had five parents come up to me.
10 at how many Native people arein New Mexico. And, you 10 Their sons are ready to be expelled, suspended. And |
11 know, perhaps we need to take that next step, aswell, and, 11 would listen to their concerns and | would just devise a
12 you know, incorporate it into our curriculum, as well. 12 plan for them and tell them, "Take this. Come off on this
13 So I'm sure there's others, and | echo some of 13 subject and do this and they will not suspend them." And
14 the other recommendations that our tribal leaders and 14 those parentswould listen. and they would come back to me
15 people have made. I'll stop there. Thank you. 15 like, "They didn't suspend him." Because they are not
16 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. RonaldaWaritois |16 doing everything. They are not following through on their
17 our next open comment person. And so | want to say ondeck |17 lawsand their rights.
18 after Ronalda, we have Diane Williams, Daisy Thompson, Ella |18 See, the other area | have agreat concern about
19 Shirley. And I'll stop there before | go to the next 19 isbullying. Every one of these kids come up to me, and
20 review. So please keep that in mind as you give your 20 parents come up to me. It's not by the children that are
21 comments. Go ahead, Ronalda. 21 doing the bullying. It's by the teachers. It's by the
22 RONALDA WARITO-TOME: Good afternoon. My |22 administrators. It's by these people who don't want to
23 nameis Ronalda Warito-Tome. | want to speak not asa 23 follow through on an |EP and even a Section 504 plan. They
24 representative of agroup, but | want to speak on behalf of 24 think they can devise and do what they need to to get rid
25 being avoice for parents. And the area | want to really 25 of thesekids. AndI'm like, no, you can't do that.
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1 pull to the table here -- and | know we spoke very dlightly 1 But I'm fortunate enough to have people call me
2 about it -- isour children with disabilities. 2 towherel say, no, let'sfollow the laws and the policies,
3 Within this framework of why isn't our -- why 3 and we can stop that.
4 aren't our children with disabilities not succeeding. Just 4 The other concern | have isImpact Aid, just like
5 like the gentleman mentioned, to know at afreshman -- when | 5 everybody else because we forget the clause in there that
6 our students come in as freshman students, to know those 6 saysthose children who reside on our reservations who have
7 tallies and those numbers. | would like to know how many 7 adisability also should get that money back to them. But
8 children with disabilities comein, and how many don't make | 8 | cantell you now that school districts, just depending,
9 itupto 12th grade. It'sserious. It'saserious place 9 will useit for supplies, will useit for whatever.
10 inlife. And | can tell you that they're not graduating. 10 Becausel said -- | tell parents, "Thisisnot fair. This
11 Yes, the state wants to say, oh, 50, 60 percent, but that's 11 isnot right."
12 just aminimal because of those who do enter and make it to 12 The other area | have a concern about is our
13 their senior year. 13 Title VIl funding. | get to travel throughout the state
14 But the question | really want to pose to you is 14 and go to different schools. And I'm hearing how Title VII
15 if our children with disabilities receive federal funding, 15 fundingisbeing spent. And I'm alarmed at what is going
16 they also have policies and laws that substantiate that 16 on. You know, using transportation money to bus athletes,
17 they do deserve an equal education. And they also have an 17 but they're not using it for Indian kids. Y ou know,
18 |EP, an individualized education program, that should 18 somewhere we have to find out away and how we make these
19 sustain and support them, and is also alegal, binding 19 schools accountable.
20 agreement. So | posetoyou, if we havetheseall in 20 It'sahugeissue, and | know everybody knows
21 place, why aren't our kids graduating? 21 about that. But, you know, it's one of these things to
22 Thisis a serious issue with me because | do 22 wherel would help -- try to help parents understand their
23 represent this voice because my oldest son, Natoni, is 23 23 rightsand how to advocate. And that has been akey place
24 yearsold, diagnosed with adisability at seven years old, 24 in where we had made significant changes in helping make
25 iscurrently asenior at this university and will graduate 25 theseissues known to parents. Because if we're not aware,
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1 there'sjust no way we can ask the questions, "Why isit? 1 education people, governors, whoever. Y ou need to come to
2 What's going on? What are we doing with that funding?" 2 theschools. You heed to see what's going on. Don't just
3 So I've been his proponent, advocate in special 3 leaveit to the teachers and then when things don't work
4 ed, and | will beuntil theday | die. But | just want 4 out, thenit'sour fault. It'snot just us. It comesfrom
5 peopleto know, and to not forget these kids, to not forget 5 the home. It comesfrom our villages. We all need to be a
6 thesefamilies. I'll bein herein my walker, you know, 6 partof it.
7 because my grandmother lived to 103. | said you'll see me 7 The other thing that | know it kind of happened
8 around until we get these things that are due right to 8 and it's getting better, but for awhile when we first
9 every child. And | also proposed with Indian ED, how dowe | 9 started our language programsin our schools, we weren't
10 make these systems with a big group with Indian Education 10 taken seriously. Our classes were like -- they would pull
11 to ask those questions about accountability for our special 11 our kids and they would say, "Oh, well. It'sjust a
12 needs. 12 languageclass." Andit's not until you fight for your
13 My bell went off. So thank you. Thank you for 13 kidsand you say, "No. Thisisimportant. Thisismore
14 this opportunity. | am here, and I'm willing to help bring 14 important than whatever you're pulling that student out
15 knowledge and awareness. Thank you. 15 for."
16 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you, Ronalda. Nextwe |16 So schools need to really recognize that our
17 have Diane Williams. 17 language isimportant, that it plays a bigger role because
18 DIANE WILLIAMS: Good afternoon, everybody. |18 our kids go back to the tribes. Our kidslivein the
19 Wow, if I can follow that. Anyway, I'm ateacher, a 19 villages, and everything that happens there is what we're
20 Cochiti Kereslanguage teacher at Bernalillo High School, 20 trying to teach them.
21 and I've been teaching there since 1996, teaching my 21 | think that'sit. | have more, but it would be
22 language. And wedidn't get that from our lieutenant 22l afternoon. Thank you.
23 governor. We didn't get that from him. 23 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. At thistime,
24 Most of our schools -- most of our kids from 24 Daisy Thompson from Albuguerque Public Schools.
25 Cochiti are part of the Bernalillo Public School System. 25 DAISY THOMPSON: (Speaking in Native
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1 And we've had our program there, and that's our positive. 1 language.) I've beenin Albuquerque Public Schools, this
2 | think we've done great things within the school. They've 2 ismy ninth year. We have 6,142 total Native American
3 alowed usto have thisin the school system. And 3 students who attend APS. We have 142 schools in our school
4 basicaly they've let us run our program the way wewantto | 4 district, and also 69 charter schools and 117 tribes
5 runour program. They let usdo our own curriculum. We 5 represented in our school district.
6 teach our own kids. So we teach everything culturally 6 Now, from JOM we get $159,000 a year to support
7 relevant that's to our children. 7 our children. Can you imagine taking $159,000 and trying
8 But along with that, in comes PARCC testing and 8 to support over 6,000 students? That'simpossible. And we
9 all the other tests that comeinto place. And | agree with 9 also get funding for Title VII, which is $1 million. And
10 what you're saying, they all need to collaborate and start 10 that's not enough. We also get Impact Aid. We get $17,000
11 having the testing not every other month, because we as 11 ayear in Indian -- from Impact Aid in my school district
12 teacherslose alot of our teaching time with our kids. We 12 and Indian ed. We also get support for operational
13 want to teach our kids. We want to be a part of their 13 dollars, which is $300,000. Soif you add all this up,
14 lives. But when we haveto let them go for -- for the 14 it'snot enough. It's not enough fundsto close the
15 month of March, three weeks my kids were gone. April, 15 achievement gap of our Native American students. So we
16 another three weeks. There'sal that time lost of all the 16 need funding.
17 thingsthat | could have taught them. 17 And & so somebody mention Impact Aid, there's
18 So those are the things that the state needs to 18 nothing equalized about Impact Aid because most of those
19 look at and see. | know alot of our teacherswant towork |19 funds are going to 22 other school districts. Many of
20 with our kids, but we're not allowed to do that. They take 20 those school districts have not earned those funds for
21 that away from us. 21 their schools. And so | think that it's about time that
22 The other thing is | think alot of our tribes -- 22 New Mexico, and maybe with help from the nations, from the
23 you know, she talked how kids are having problemsin 23 U.S. Department of Education, we need to band together as a
24 schools. Well, parentsreally need to be a part of the 24 state and do something about Impact Aid and changing the
25 education of their kids. And tribes need to come, the 25 policies. There's nothing equalized about that for Native
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kids.

We need funding for Native languages. And what
we've done in APS is that we have looked at the largest
populations of languages that we need in our school
district. Of the 6,100 in there, 3,300 students are from
Navgo. Right now we have two full-time Navajo language
teachers at the high school level, only because Navajo
language is required for these students to qualify for the
Chief Manuelito Scholarship.

But they also -- and added to that, they also
need the Navajo government class. And the online classes
are over $200 per class per student. And with the type of
funds we have, are not available. We are unable to help
our students with those type of supports.

The other thing is that all of my students are
urban Native American students. Many of them have been
bornin the city. Some of them came from the reservation
and moved into the cities because their families, their
parents need the education or they come to Albuquerque for
work. Of the 117 tribes, three tribes are from Canada.

And so we are kind of like amelting pot in Albuquerque for
many of the tribes.

Many of my urban students, they are left out of
programs and they're not remembered by their tribes, by
their tribal leaders. Many of them are left out. Like
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ELLA SHIRLEY: Good afternoon. My nameis
Ella Shirley. | am aboard member over a Wide Ruins
Community School. It'savery small school consisting of
125 students. But | wanted to come before you and ask you,
one question | haveis: Do you have areport on last
year's comments and what actions were taken on those
comments, and do you have it in writing? And if you do,
I'd like to haveit.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: You're

asking for last year's comments where?
ELLA SHIRLEY: When you had the tribal
consultation session.
CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: There
wasn't --
ELLA SHIRLEY: Comments that were --
CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: From ED, we
didn't do one here last year.

ELLA SHIRLEY: Okay.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: | believe
you're asking for BIE's consultation that they did.

ELLA SHIRLEY: No. | wasasking about the
oneyou'redoing. So thisisyour first time?

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: No. Sofrom
2010 until now. And all of the transcripts are available
at the Indian Education at ED.gov.
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when tribal leaders put things together, like give out
grants, give out awards, give out recognition for their
students, many of our students are left out and they're
forgotten. And sad to say that Navajo Nation is one of
them, and | am Navajo.

And because I've been trying to get the Chief
Manuelito Scholarship available for my Navajo students who
are seniors and who meet all the eligibility except for the
Navajo government class. But we cannot dedicate a Navagjo
government class that is specific for the Navajo students,
which isimpossible.

The other grants that we need isfor college and
career readiness. And we need teachers for many of our
students for the culturally relevant instruction,
culturally relevant methods to utilize in our classrooms.

We need that for our students.

And we have the highest need in attendance and
truancy. The other oneisthe PARCC testing. I'm sure
there's a tremendous amount of funding that's going for the
tests and the testing. Maybe some of those funds could be
utilized for instruction instead. So those are my
recommendations.

PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. Next we havea
representative from the Wide Ruins Community School, Ella
Shirley.
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ELLA SHIRLEY: Okay.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: All right?
They are transcripts, they're not reports.

ELLA SHIRLEY: Okay.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: Theonly --
the last report that was done was done in 2012.

ELLA SHIRLEY: So that ismy other concern
iswe bring up al these, yet, you know, we might as well
just be talking to awall because we're not getting a
response. We have al these concerns, but it's not
addressed at your level. So | would like to request that.

Then the other oneis: What are the differences
between this current policy -- draft policy you have and
the original one that revisions were made off of? And |
didn't know where | would find that. | wanted to compare
the differences to find out what changes were made.

Then my last comment is going to be addressing
you made a policy on tribal consultation based on executive
order 13175, wherein the President asked that the
Department of Education have tribal consultation with the
different tribes. With Navajo, we have school boards for
each school. And what the tribe is planning, what they
call the one-grant concept, is not something we agree with,
and we want you to know that. There'slaw 10477 that talks
about local control. It does not talk about tribal
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control. Please understand that for us, that we as local
people at our local schools don't support what the tribe is
planning for us. We are, of course, letting them know

that, but they're still continuing anyway. And we want you
to know that right now.

Right now they took over our little school, Wide
Ruins School. And first thing they did was they brought in
aperson at $139,000 ayear. Our little school doesn't
have enough to pay that kind of money to somebody, and --
including lodging, mileage and meals. And that's just too
extravagant. We need -- maybe at the Window Rock level,
maybe that's the kind of salaries they're used to. But at
our little school, we only pay 60,000. And 2,500 is put on
for them in December if they accomplish things that we set
up for them at the beginning of the year. And then we set
up another one for them in January. If they accomplish
those things, they get the other half at the end of the
year. That's how we were operating our little school.

And then we finally got rid of that person. Now
we brought in another person, offered her what they call a
prorate contract, meaning that if she could be at school
one hour for atwo-week period, she'll still get her full
paycheck.

These are differences that we have with our own
tribe. But theindividual boards at our little communities
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CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: Okay. Thank
you.
ELLA SHIRLEY: And our students go to public
schools or other schools once they graduate from our
school.
CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: |
understand. Thank you.
PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. That was great.
Now we invite our representative from Pine Hill Schools,

Grant Clawson.

GRANT CLAWSON: (Spesking in Native
language.) My nameis Grant Clawson. I'm superintendent
a Pine Hills Schoal, it's aBIE grant school on the Ramah
Navajo Reservation. We have a population of about 3,000
Native American people there, and a school population,
counting preschool, of just over 300.

| grew up in Ramah, New Mexico, which is 20 miles
from Pine Hill. Many of my classmates, probably over 50
percent of them, were Navajo students from the Ramah Navajo
area. At that time the government built adormitory in
Ramah, brought the students there, and they attended Ramah
Public Schools.

| graduated in '66. And two years later,
Gallup-McKinley County closed that school, and they bussed
the Ramah students to Zuni, 20 minutes away. And that |eft
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oversee our little schools. And we're wanting to keep our
schools. Our school is new now. We have aschool just 18
miles down the road that became vacant. Thewallsareall
torn down now and the windows are all gone. | said, "Is
that what they want to see next at our little school?' And
that's not what we want. We want to be able to have our
children, our students, to have the opportunity to go to
school locally and not have to be bussed for hours and
miles on end to a public schoal.
And the parents are unhappy, and they are

withdrawing their students, even if it means their children
have to be bussed long distances. And | wanted to let you
know our side of it. And | know there were alot of people
that were here earlier, and they were so disappointed they
just left. And Dr. Lewisisnew. He doesn't really know.
And he's -- he's -- he doesn't know alot of things.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: She's having
trouble hearing you, our recorder.

ELLA SHIRLEY: That'sall.

CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: What kind of
school isyour school? Isit apublic state school ?

ELLA SHIRLEY: It'saBIE school.

CHAIRWOMAN JOYCE SILVERTHORNE: It'saBIE
school ?

ELLA SHIRLEY: K to6.
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the Navajo people really with not many options for their
students. So alot of them went to Wingate, Albuquerque to
school, Farmington, even as far away as Utah and California
and other places.

And so in 1970, the chapter got together and
elected five officials to go to Washington, DC, and they
were successful in being the pioneers of self-determination
and established their own educational system for their
students. Thisyear they celebrate their 45th anniversary.
It'sagreat feat for them.

As superintendent | will take responsibility for
the education of our students. We have worked hard on a
staff. Over half our staff members are male now because
we, like the rest of you, have many students who don't have
amalerole model at home. We think that's very important
for our kids.

We have avery strong culture class; now it's
been going for two years. We have two teachers. Everybody
from kindergarten through 12th grade has culture every day.
Our main focusis oral language up through the 8th grade,
and then we'll begin to add the written language and the
government and history classes, aswell.

We have added music, art, wood shop. We have our
farm going again. Next year our farm is started again. So
we are trying to set up career paths for our students
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1 through art -- work better towards careers. Our curriculum | 1 very important to us. We have ahistory to protect there.
2 will move towards a career in art. Same with our farm, 2 And having someone else from 90 miles away telling us how
3 with agriculture and livestock production. Farming for 3 toteach our students will not work. Thank you very much.
4 those students who may want to head that direction. We 4 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you. Marcella Gachupin
5 will aso, inayear or two, add FFA with asmall engine 5 from the Pueblo of Zia
6 mechanicstypething. So we'reworking really hard. 6 MARCELLA GACHUPIN: My nameisMarcella
7 | was aprincipal at Ramah Elementary my last 7 Gachupin. | am representing both my tribe, Zia, and Jemez
8 threeyearswith Gallup-McKinley County Schools. | spent | 8 Pueblo. I'm an educator. I've beeninthefield of
9 20yearsthere. | wasthe principal for the last three 9 education for -- since | was not alegal age. And some of
10 years. Inmy third year we met AY P thefirst time -- the 10 my questions here today are not basically to you, the
11 first and only time for that school. 11 panel, but to therest of us here present.
12 But part of that is my philosophy that teachers, 12 I would like to know how involved are we in the
13 the most important thing they can do is to establish a 13 education system when it comes to community members who are
14 personal relationship with their students. And that's what 14 failing the school system or on the verge of quitting
15 weredoing at Pine Hill. We had some turnover in staff, 15 school? How involved are we as educators, as the leaders
16 but part of it is because we had a number of teachers who 16 of our tribes that we come from? How involved are wein
17 were not meeting the needs of the students. So we 17 educating the new educators who come into our school
18 increased our staff -- not increased, we have changed alot |18 systemsin the awareness of our culture, our communities?
19 of themout. But | think we have a pretty good staff, | 19 How often do we include the local educatorsin our
20 mean, that are very interested in our students. 20 discussions of education? And I'm talking about all the
21 We also face some cultural problems, like the 21 teachersthat are at your schools, all the teachers that
22 rest of you. Theloss of language is not the only thing. 22 come from within our own communities.
23 | think today there's an evolving culture with hip hop and 23 How often do we hear their stories that address
24 rap and the way kids dress that transcends all races. And 24 thelocal needs and the discrepancies? How often are we
25 | don't know how -- | don't know how we interveneonthat |25 including ourselvesin the fact that students, alot of our
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1 and get our students back to the respect that our ancestors 1 students, Native American students, are misidentified and
2 all share. | know my culture growing upin Ramahwasno | 2 putin specia education? Why? Because of our language,
3 different than the culture of the Navajo people with 3 thelanguage that we speak, the way we dress. No matter
4 respect to their elders. And we'velost alot of that. 4 whatitis. | seeand | know because I, myself, am a
5 So we have our hands full in education. The 5 special ed teacher. |, myself, am special ed district
6 obstaclesthat | seethat we face right now, | agree with 6 director. |, myself, have been aprincipd. |, myself,
7 the PARCC testing and the other testing. It isn't anything 7 today have come full circle back to the ingtitutions as a
8 that's beneficial for our school or our students. | do 8 gpecia ed elementary teacher.
9 like the short cycle assessments because it gives us data 9 I have gone and taught in all sectors of
10 that is useable that we can analyze and drive our 10 education. I'vetaught special ed for the college of Santa
11 curriculum and helps our students with their progress. 11 Fe. | holdamaster's. | have all these questions. |
12 The other obstacle that we face at thistimeis 12 listened to everything that everyone has said here. | take
13 the one-grant proposal that the Dine education presented. 13 itto heart. | know that we have alot and along way to
14 Well see how that will be beneficia to any of us. We 14 go. But that goal isn't too far within our reach.
15 have ageographical areathat spansthree states. And | 15 Wetalk about money. How much money do we need?
16 know some of those on the reservation. They've talked 16 Yes, it takes money now, but back then did it take money?
17 about 285 schools. So | think the big plan isto take over 17 No, it didn't take money. We had to do and make do with
18 dll the schools on the reservation, not only the BIE 18 what we had.
19 schools. And there are so many questions that remain 19 So today | challenge everyone. And | wanted to
20 unanswered on how they would implement that. All the 20 do thisin sign language because | do know sign language
21 meetingsthat | have attended, there has been very little 21 myself. But | do challenge each and every one of you to
22 support for that. Even though Dine education continuesto |22 reach out to the educators, such as myself. We have great
23 say it'spopular, itisnot. It will be-- it will bea 23 knowledge. We all have great knowledge here. | want you
24 total distraction for usif it happens. We will look for 24 all to be empowered by each and every one of the people
25 an dternative to remain independent. Our independenceis |25 that have come up hereto say what it is that they had to
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1 say. 1 blessingsand | give you back blessings, aswell. Thank
2 | know that we have things that we have to 2 you.
3 accomplish at thelocal level. But if we -- as one of the 3 PAMELA AGOYO: Thank you.
4 ladies mentioned earlier -- if we went to the schools and 4 CHAIRWOMAN JOY CE SILVERTHORNE: The end of
5 realy found out what was going on -- I'm at the schools 5 thisday comesall too quickly. The commentsthat have
6 and | do know what's going on. And herel sit today, 6 been shared today is very valuable. The challenge to sit
7 listening to what is said, but redly, it starts here. 7 hereisto not react or to respond to things that are
8 How are weinvolving ourselvesto get to where we 8 either direct challenges or misinformation the people have,
9 are, to get to the money that we need to take back and 9 andit'svery difficult.
10 filter out to the schools and to help the students that are 10 One of the thingsthat | would like to try to be
11 at those schools? Wereally need to look at this. What is 11 clear for the group that's here today is the difference
12 the common denominator for al of usif we took away the 12 between the BIE responsibilities and the Office of Indian
13 money, the need of money? What is the common denominator? |13 Ed responsibilities. We share the same kids. | guarantee
14 We do have acommon denominator. Do you know what that is? |14 you should be talking to usboth. Theideal isif you had
15 So today | just want to challenge everyone to 15 usboth in the same room and you could really get answers
16 look within your school districts, to look within -- 16 at the sametime.
17 beyond -- beyond what's in your office, beyond who is 17 Thereality is that the consultations are being
18 sitting beside you. Yes, we are powerful to one another. 18 held separately. And the 186 schools that the BIE does
19 But we need to seek out further. | see people herethat | 19 work with are just that, 186 schools and about 47,000
20 know that, you know, we go out, we PR, but really are we 20 students. The Office of Indian Education is working with
21 going to go back and say, "Hey, do you know what? Let's do 21 1,300 formula programs with four-hundred-sixty-,
22 this. | heard this," you know. We need to be those 22 seventy-thousand students across the country. And we know
23 go-gettersfor ourselves, for those children. 23 when welook at the census and the data on American Indian
24 Right now | aso teach -- after I'm done with my 24 children in school age, we're not serving maybe a quarter,
25 day at the public school, | go down and | teach studentsin 25 maybe athird of the students that we should be serving.
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1 aGED class. Why do | haveto do that? Because | choose 1 So the challenges that we have ahead of us no matter who we
2 to, number one. It'smy passion. But why? Who failed 2 are, whether BIE or OIE, are tremendous to reach out to
3 them? Why have wefailed these kids? Why isit that we 3 children across this country.
4 haveto do this? We shouldn't have to have GED classes. 4 In this office | am struck by how very many
5 All these kids should have graduated alongside their peers, 5 different sets of circumstances we represent. "We" isan
6 but that's not what happens. 6 incredibly diverse group. Americalndian Alaska Native
7 | have ahandful -- | have another handful 7 students are from very urban, very rural. We are seeking
8 waiting over there. | have more that are wanting to come. 8 very different things. We are desperately wanting our
9 Butam | going to bethere? Yes, | will bethere, but for 9 language done electronically. We desperately want our
10 how long? Do we even have funding for that? Isthat even 10 language left alone and not touched. All of those things
11 part of the agenda here? 11 arehard to answer in single answers for you. And the best
12 I mean, we talk about education. It starts from 12 that | can offer isthat we arereally trying to look at
13 the very beginning and it goes up. But most of the times, 13 what you are asking usto do, and do the answers to that
14 there are people out there that forget, hey, you know, 14 differently from the communities as they ask those
15 there's bottom Sue over there that needs to be educated, as 15 questions.
16 well. How are we going to help her? And there's Mickey 16 One of the speakers afew minutes ago -- and I've
17 Mouse over there. How are we going to help him? 17 got little stars off to the side on practically every page
18 It's not just about us, it's about how we're 18 of notesthat |'ve taken today -- of different things that
19 going to get to where we need to get to. What are we going 19 | think we need to come back to.
20 to do about it with whatever little money we have. We know 20 The Native Y outh Community Project is one of
21 we havetreaties. We know we are owed this and that. But 21 those becauseit is actually asking you to define what the
22 you know what, when isit coming? We don't know. Wecan't |22 problem isinyour community that you want to address, and
23 sit around until that day happens. We have to move 23 for you to form partnershipsin how to address that.
24 forward. 24 This year the numbers of grants that will be made
25 So to each and every one of you, | receive your 25 isn't going to be very large. The budget for next year is
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1 requested to be 50 million. That will allow many more 1 for the department. We'retrying to make it easier to find
2 grantsto be made. So are we answering everything that's 2 them, and we'reworking onit. When | get back on Tuesday,
3 been made as comments in these sessions? No. But | also 3 there will be more meetings talking about how do we revise
4 guaranteeyou | can't answer al of the questions you've 4 that Web site so that you can find what you need to know.
5 asked. 5 Butit will beup, and it will be available.
6 Some of the questions are not within my 6 | thank you for your time, your honesty, your
7 jurisdiction. Some of the them require changes to programs 7 openness, and the concerns and the passion that you have
8 that require legislative change, and that's -- I'm not even 8 for the kidsthat we serve. Thank you.
9 allowed to speak to the congressional representatives. 9 (Consultation concluded at 2:52 p.m.)
10 Thatisall handled by another office. What | can do and 10
11 what | can commit to you isthat | can talk to people as 11
12 they are formulating their ideas at the Department of 12
13 Education. That'sin the hallways, that's in meetings, 13
14 that'sin responses to proposed draft legislation. And | 14
15 promiseyou, | do keep your commentsin mind. 15
16 And what this event today doesis to put those 16
17 commentson record. Asl'm challenged and, "Well, who said |17
18 that? What did they -- where did you get that idea?" | 18
19 can refer them back because it's documented. It will bein 19
20 print. 20
21 We do need to do reports from them. We do need 21
22 to do more reports as we are able to give you information 22
23 back. But there arethingsthat are changing. The 23
24 regulations, the cultural responsiveness has moved back. 24
25 The ESEA reauthorization is in progress of being amended. 25
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1 Thedrafts I'm seeing so far -- and | promise you they are 1 CERTIFICATE
2 not anything official yet -- but the drafts look promising. 2
3 They arelistening and they are trying to make changesthat | 3 I, KATHERINE L. GORDON, working under the
4 are appropriate. 4 direct supervision of Debra L. Williams, New Mexico CCR
5 | don't know what will happen with assessment, 5 License Number _92, hereby certify that | reported t_he _
6 but | can guarantee you're not alone in questioning s Zirteag;?l?epar\ggfgrlpe%?tig?tsgﬁapl:nn;b;reiggsgcl ?]gtgve’
; :";;:Tﬁ: tc'oljtr:tffmethmg that israising concems 8 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | am neither employed
. 9 by nor related to nor contracted with (unless excepted by
9 . Soas mgch asweare @fferent, we have some . 10 therules) any of the parties or attorneysin this matter,
10 thingsthat arein common with other people whose children |11 and that | have no interest whatsoever in the final
11 areeducated in this very complex system that welivewith. |15 gisposition of this matter.
12 Statesarein charge of education. Federal government 13
13 supports. For American Indian, treaty responsibilities 14
14 enterintoit, aswell. That createsagreater 15
15 responsibility for the federal programs. Aswetry to
16 respond to al of these pieces, the changing environment 16 KATHERINE L. GORDON
17 that welivein also affects where those changes get made. 17
18 The transcript from today should be availablein 18 \/@b \MD
19 about two to three -- within two to three weeks. Amarais —
20 nodding her head at me. And that will be up on our Web 19 DEBRA L. WILLIAMS, CCR
21 site. And that isthe home Web site for the Department of N_EW M EXI_CO_CEZ'/QT]!/H ED COURT REPORTER #92
22 Education’'s Office of Indian Education. We arein the ;2 License Expires: 12/31/15
23 process of trying to make it easier to find information in -
24 that Web site. It'sgrown and has had pieces added to it, 23
25 and they're in different locations within various Web sites o
25
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