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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Good norning, everyone.
2| Thank you all for comng. Before we start, | would |ike
3| to ask Tuffy Lunderman, who is the vice chair of the
4 | Rosebud Sioux Tribe, to give us an openi ng bl essing.
5 (M. Tuffy Lunderman delivers an opening bl essing.)
6 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you, Tuffy.
7 MR. TUFFY LUNDERMAN: You're wel cone.
8 MR. RON LESSARD: | want to thank you all again
9| on behalf of the Departnent of Education,
10 | Secretary Duncan, Joyce Silverthorne, who is the
11 | director of the Ofice of Indian Education, and al so
12 | WIIliam Mendoza, who is the executive director of the
13| White House Initiative on Anerican |Indian and Al aska
14 Nat i ve Educati on.
15 | want to wel cone you and thank you for com ng
16 | this norning. M nane is Ron Lessard. | am Mohawk. M
17| famly is fromthe Kahnawake Mohawk Reserve. | amthe
18 | chief of staff for Bill Mendoza, the Wiite House
19| Initiative on Anerican Indian and Al aska Native
20 | Educati on.
21 A couple of things | want to nention today.
22| W're also doing a video feed, so those -- please speak
23| clearly into the m crophones when you speak so that
24| others can hear. And also, those on the video feed, you
25| want to do the sane.
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1 So with that, | would like to ask ny col | eagues
2| fromthe Departnent of Education to introduce thensel ves.
3 And one other thing. |If there are other tribal
41 leaders, please join us at the table. And then wth
5| that, we'll ask ny coll eagues to introduce thensel ves.
6 M5. MARGARET LEVY: (Good norning. |I'm
7| WMargaret Levy with the Budget Service at the
8| U S. Departnent of Educati on.
9 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: Good norning, everyone. M
10| nanme is Alex Sanchez. [|I'min the Ofice of the Secretary
11| at the U S. Departnent of Education. W're happy to be
12 her e.
13 MR. RON LESSARD: G eat. W're going to begin.
14 | think I would Iike to go around and ask our tri bal
15| | eaders to also introduce thensel ves.
16 M5. Cl NDA HUGHES: G nda Hughes. |I'm
17| Legislative Affairs Director for the Consortia of
18 | Adm nistrators for Native Anmerican Rehabilitation.
19 MR. LYLE COCK: Good norning, everybody.
20 My nane is Lyle, Consortia of Adm nistrators for
21 | Native American Rehabilitation. | amthe president of
22 | our Consortia of Adm nistration for Native Anmerican
23 Rehab. And anongst our people, |I'm considered a conmobn
24| man. And once a -- | extend a greeting to each and every
25| one of you with a good heart. And it's stated that it's
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1| good to see each and every one of you here this norning.
2| And thank you for letting us cone today and participate
3| in this consultation.

4 MR. TUFFY LUNDERMAN: Good norning again. M
S| nanme is Tuffy Lunderman. |'mthe vice president of the
6 Rosebud Sioux Tribe, and I'malso here representing the
7| Geat Plains Tribal Chairman's Association. |'mthe
8 | designated education representative for that
9| organization.
10 MR. RYAN RI LEY: Good norning, everybody. M
11 nane is Ryan Riley. I'mfromthe Pueblo of Laguna in
12 | New Mexico. |1'mone of their tribal council nenbers here
13 | today.
14 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Welcone. And for
15 | other folks that are attendi ng, when we cone to the
16 | public comment period, if you have questions, state your
17 | nane and where you're from and we'll do that.
18 So wwth that, | would like to start. W're
19 | going to give you an overview of the Departnent of
20 Education. W'II|l talk about a few things. And then at
21| that point, we'll open it up for the tribal |eader
22 | comments.
23 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: So the first thing I'll do
241 is I'Il just kind of go over the agenda, sonme of the
25| itens that we're going to discuss today. So, obviously,
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1| we've already done our welcone. W're going to talk
2| about Indian education as it relates to the Departnent of
3 Educati on and the Departnent of the Interior. And then
41 we're also going to tal k about our fornula program map,
5| discretionary programmps. W're going to tal k about
6| STEP and NYCP. And then we're going to tal k about our TA
7| contract that's going to be awarded this year before we
8| turn it over to the Wiite House Initiative to kind of do
9| a deeper dive on sone of those pieces.
10 The first thing | want to tal k about is kind of
11 how we're a little power organized. CQbviously, on the
12 | left side, you see the Departnent of Education. There's
13| two main offices that really do a ot of this work.
14 | Under the O fice of Elenentary and Secondary Educati on,
15| you have the Ofice of Indian Education. And then under
16 | the Ofice of the Under Secretary, you have the Wite
17| House Initiative. The Wite House Initiative also kind
18 | of lives at the Wiite House. It's kind of like a two
19| portion. They live in both places. And then, of course,
20 |"'mhere as the Ofice of the Secretary. It's a
21 | secretarial priority, soit's inportant to us as well,
22 | although we don't have an official role, so to speak.
23| And then, of course, is the Departnent of the Interior,
24| and that would be the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the
25| Bureau of Indian Education. But that's just sone kind of
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1| prinmer on sone of the information that we're going to

2| tal k about next.

3 M5. MARGARET LEVY: Thanks, Alex. $So the

4| Departnent of Education is the nmain federal agency for

5| serving children in public schools. And one of the big

6| differences between the Departnent of Education and the

7| Bureau of Indian Education is that we don't run schools

8| the way the Bureau of |ndian Education does. However,

9| 93 percent of Indian students are in public schools, so
10 | they are in schools that we serve, and we feel we have a
11 big responsibility to nake sure that we are serving them
12| well. And we do that through a nunber of different ways,
13 | through grants primarily, including fornula grants,

14 | conpetitive grants, and then federal student aid, which
15| is college loans. W also -- the Departnent of Education
16 | also collects data and oversees research, identifies

17| major issues in education, and tries to highlight those
18 | issues and bring national attention to them so that we

19| can try and fix them enforces statutes. And the nmjor
20 | one is ensuring equal access to education.

21 The O fice of Indian Education has three

22| different pots of noney. The first is a fornula grant

23 | program which provides grants to school districts, BIE
24 | schools and tribes that serve Indian students. And

25| that's the main funding source that we have for I|ndian
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1| students.

2 We al so run a nunber of conpetitive grant

3| prograns, including the Professional Devel opnent Program

4 Denonstration Program and then the Native Youth

5| Communities Project under the Denonstration Program

6| which is newthis year, and the State Tribal Education

71 Program which is inits second iteration.

8 And the Ofice of Indian Education also funds

9| national activities, which includes NACI E neetings,

10 | providing technical assistance to grantees and to

11 | applicants. They collect data through the National

12 | I ndi an Education Study so that we know how our | ndian

13 | students are doing, and provide support for consultations
14 | such as this and other contractual support for our Ofice
15| of Indian Ed. and our grantees.

16 So next I'mgoing to go through very quickly a
17| couple of maps. It will just give you an idea of where
18| the Ofice of Indian Ed.'s grantees are. This one is for
19| the Formula Grant Program And there are grantees in

20 | al nost every state, although the nunber of grants and the
21 | anmount of funding that goes to each state varies, which
22 I S probably not surprising to any of you.

23 And then the next slide is for our Professional
24 Devel opnent Program and that touches many fewer states,
25| but it still gives a good sense of where our grantees are
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1| I ocated.

2 And then the last one is the Denonstration

3| Gant Program

4 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: And it's also worth noting

5| that these are available on our website, so the nunbers

6| are a little small. You can't really read themtoo well

7| here. But they are avail able on our website, so if you

8| want to do a deeper dive on any of those pieces, you can

9| do that as well.

10 M5. MARGARET LEVY: Thanks.

11 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: Yeah, not a problem

12 The next piece I'"'mgoing to talk about is kind
13| of to our main kind of prograns that we have, the first
14 | one, STEP, and the second one, NYCP. So | think in terns
15| of NYCP -- it's Native Youth Community Projects -- it's a
16 | new program Actually, application is due tonorrow. But
17| essentially, what it is is it's super flexible noney.

18 | Communities can identify what they see as the |argest

19 barrier to college and career readiness in their

20 | comunity, and they can do a partnership with an LEA, a
21| BIE funded school or tribe in order to kind of work

22| towards kind of a solution on that sense. It's based on
23| a |local needs assessnent, and it provides direct services
24| to students, which is great.

25 The ot her programthat the application has
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1| already closed on is STEP. And what the purpose of that
2 IS is to create a tribal education agency capacity and
3| also build relationships with the LEA and the SEA. So
41 the ideais that a tribal education agency wll perform
5| admnistrative functions for at |east one of the SEA
6| fornmula grant prograns in eligible schools. The big
7| difference between the two as well is that this does not
8 | provide direct services to students. But those are the
9| main two pieces that we have on that front.

10 The other thing that's worth note is that there
11 Is a technical assistance contract. Over the past couple
12 | nonths, there's been a series of webinars that are

13| actually still available online, so if you want to | ook
14| at them they're just great resources. They kind of talk
15| a little bit about the difference between the two

16 | prograns. They also talk about the different things that
17| tribes need to do in order to be prepared for these

18 | conpetitions as well. As kind of alittle bit nore

19 | nuance, there's a TA contract that exists now There's
20| going to be a new technical assistance contract for year
21 | one grantees and then pre-application for year tw and

22 beyond. But | just wanted to provide this information as
23 | kind of background for everybody.

24 MR. RON LESSARD: On Inpact Ad, there's a

25| proposed -- potentially proposed rule changes. And
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1| that's -- we're going to do webinars on those two dates
2| to provide that information, so we'll send out
3| information. Please check the website for additional
41 information on the Inpact Ald Program and what potenti al
5| changes there mght be to that. So those are on those
6| two dates.
7 Yes.
8 MR. RYAN RILEY: By chance, do you have like a
9| brief summary that you can provide us here today?
10 MR. RON LESSARD: | don't think we have a brief
11 | summary.
12 MR, ALEX SANCHEZ: No.
13 MR. RON LESSARD: No, we don't.
14 SPEAKER: It was posted in the Federal Register
15| a coupl e weeks ago.
16 MR. RON LESSARD: The Federal Register, yes.
17| And then the -- but really, the consultation discussion
18 | questions are on those two dates. W'IIl have peopl e that
19| wll be available to answer those questi ons.
20 M5. CINDA HUGHES: Wuld it be appropriate to
21 | ask a question at this tine about that Inpact Aid tribal
22 | consultation, or would that be better served | ater on?
23 MR. RON LESSARD: Probably better, yeah.
24 M5. Cl NDA HUGHES: Ckay.
25 MR. RON LESSARD: | think it would be better
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1| because we'll have people that will be able to answer
2| those questions better than we coul d today, so.
3 M5. Cl NDA HUGHES: What | was going to ask is
41 what type of consultationis it. Is it alistening
5| session? Is it a formal tribal consultation? Are the
6| people going to be able to ask questions, or is it
7| just -- or is it going to be, you know, like this?
8 MR. RON LESSARD: Right. It wll be listening
9| session questions, opportunity after that to weigh in on
10 | the proposed changes. | think the two webinars w ||
11| provide anple tinme to weigh in on those. There nmay be an
12 | additional one after that, too. So we want to get
13 | comments during those tinmes fromthe tribal |eaders and
14 | ot hers.
15 Ckay. Like | nentioned, | work with
16 | WIIliam Mendoza, executive director of the Wite House
17| Initiative on American Indian and Al aska Native
18 Education. This was created by Executive Order 13592 in
19 | 2011.
20 This is just a general description of what we
21| do. And you saw in the org. chart not only do we fal
22 under the O fice of the Under Secretary in the Departnent
23| of Ed. but that we also work very closely with the
24 | \Wiite House. And as you see, we support the activities
25| that strengthen the nation by expandi ng educati on
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1| opportunities and inproving education opportunities for
2| all Anmerican Indian and Al aska Native students.
3 | want to nention a few things that are
4 1 happening this year. Several of you are famliar with
5| this, but we want to nmake sure that we kind of reiterate
6| sone of the work we've been doing. Fromthe Wite House
7| Tribal Nations Conference |ast year, the President
8 | announced the CGeneration |Indigenous, the National Youth
9| Tribal Network. 1In addition, we had the Cabi net
10 | Secretary tour and have the Wite House gathering com ng
11 up. So the CGeneration |ndigenous cane as a result of
12 | President Oobama and the First Lady com ng back from
13 | Standing Rock. They visited Standi ng Rock and then
14 | | aunched the Generation |Indigenous at the White House
15 | Tribal Nations Conference.
16 The Tribal Youth Network, it's a partnership
17| with the Aspen Institute, the Center for Native Anerican
18 | Youth. Their website now has several things on
19 | Ceneration Indigenous, including a Tribal Leader
20 | Challenge and a Native Youth Challenge. Al so, we did
21| recently the Cabinet Secretary Tour. Secretary Duncan
22| attended two urban Indian centers in Denver and net wth
23 | native youth, and also we held a basketball clinic. But
24| one of the things that the President asked was that all
25| the secretaries -- all the cabinet secretaries get out to
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1| Indian Country and see what's happening and hear what's
2 happeni ng |i ke he has.
3 Again, this was com ng fromthe conference, the
4| Tribal Nations Conference, but also building on the
5| President's initiative.
6 So this circular just gives a brief kind of
7| overall look at how Generation |Indigenous is kind of laid
8| out with the Native Youth Chall enge, the Cabinet Youth
9| Listening Tour, the Tribal Leader Challenge, the Wite
10 House Tri bal Youth Gathering, and the Public/Private
11 Partnerships. And then we nentioned the Native Youth
12 | Community Project, and ongoing is the BIE reform which I
13 | know nost of you are famliar with that.
14 In the Tribal Leader Chall enge, again, we are
15| asking tribal |eaders and tribal youth to becone engaged
16 | in this ongoing program
17 Pardon ne for having to turn around. |'m not
18 | hooked up to that.
19 SPEAKER: There you go.
20 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you.
21 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: Mich better.
22 MR. RON LESSARD: Now we're on the sane page.
23 Again, | want to reiterate what President Cbhana
24| has done in Indian Country. Very inportant after com ng
25| back from Standi ng Rock. But that was just the beginning
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1| of many of the things that we've initiated around native
2 | youth.

3 Agai n, one of the things that were passed
41 through in the Wiite House Initiative not only within the
5| Departnent of Education but working in tandemwth the
6| White House are these things you see building on the
7| TEAs, tribal organizations, tribal I|HEs, also, obviously,
8| working very closely with public schools. As Alex
9| nentioned, there are only -- or Margaret m ght have
10 | nmentioned, that only about 7 percent of our Indian
11 | students are in BlIE schools, the remai nder being in urban
12 | Indian schools, public schools. You know, that's our
13| focus. And that's often a daunting task to reach out to
14| all the public schools in the country, but we do that and
15| then again doing that in a culturally appropriate way
16 | | ooking for that support fromthe school systens.
17 | want to talk briefly about the School
18 Envi ronnent Listening Tour that we did this year. As you
19| can see, this is about our civil rights data, which is
20| available on our site. But the main thing we wanted to
21| nmention is that we conducted a nine-city School
22 Envi ronnment Listening Tour throughout the country. W
23 | heard and have testinony fromnative youth. Over 1,000
24 | people attended, probably over 300 native youth. W're
25| in the process now -- we're in the final stages of
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1| conpleting that report. And the report wll certainly
2 I ndi cate and show how harnful the disproportionate
3| funding, the effects of mascots and the effects of other
4| offensive imagery. This is sonething that, you know,
5| you're seeing a lot of novenent. | would have to say |
6| would direct everyone to Indian Country today. A couple
71 of weeks ago, | believe Secretary Duncan cane out with a
8 | statenent about that -- about the use of mascots. This
9| is just a general map, but it's -- if you see on the map,
10 | you know, a lot of what people are seeing is that it's
11 | not always in Indian Country, which is in the Sout hwest
12 | or in South Dakota and other places, but we see it -- a
13| large portion of the United States in the Northeast still
14 | has i ndi genous-based nmascots. And the report we've heard
15| from several school districts and others that, when we
16 | have that available, wll be very helpful. W've had
17 | several cases where the Native youth that were at the
18 | |istening sessions were invited to cone to the school
19 | district, to the board of directors and speak to the
20 | school board. And in sone cases, they have actually
21 | changed the nane. And so that's very powerful hearing
22 | fromour young people.
23 | put this up there. W work very closely wth
24| our Ofice of CGvil Rghts. And all the |istening
25| sessions that we went to that we conducted with native
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1| youth, our Ofice of Cvil Rights was there to provide

2 I nformati on on where soneone can file if there's a

3| discrimnation conplaint, what they can do. And so

41 there's a way on the Departnent of Education Ofice of

S| Cvil Rghts' website.

6 Real quickly, and then we'll get to our

7| comments. But the Native Language Wrk G oup was created

8| with the Departnent of Education, with HHS,

9| Admnistration for Native Anericans, and BIE, Bureau of
10 | ndi an Education, around the prograns and initiatives for
11| their retention and preservation of native |anguages. |
12 | think it was the first tinme that three federal agencies
13 | actually cane together around this issue, and we're

14 | poving forward. W did the Native Language Summt in

15 | 2014, which was held in conjunction with ANA' s grantee

16 | and our project director's neeting. This year we'll be
17 | conducting on Septenber 10 at the Association of Tri bal

18 Li braries and Museuns a full-day pre-day, which wll be
19 | the Native Language Summit 2015. However, noving

20| forward, we want to -- we're getting such a good response
21| and realized that that's just not the only place and the
22| only tinme we should do that, that we should continue this
23 | throughout the year so that we can identify resources for
24| tribes and tribal organizations, so where people can go
25| for, you know, resources around the retention and
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1| revitalization of native |anguages.
2 One thing very inportant. W' ve sent out kind
3| of an inventory docunent to all the federal agencies
4| asking for their input on what they're doing around
5| native |languages. It could be grants. [t could be other
6| sources of funding. It could be different initiatives,
7| support the imrersion prograns. W're in the process of
8| gathering that information now, and we'll provide a
9| resource guide based on just the federal agencies, what's
10 | avail abl e.
11 So with that, if you have any questions,
12 | think now we would like to go to our tribal |eader
13| comments. |Is that right?
14 MR ALEX SANCHEZ: Yes.
15 MR. RON LESSARD: Yes. Thank you.
16 SPEAKER: You may have addressed this already.
17| Are we able to get a copy of your Power Point?
18 MR. RON LESSARD: [|'msorry?
19 SPEAKER. Are we able to get a copy of your
20 | Power Poi nt ?
21 MR. RON LESSARD: Yes.
22 SPEAKER. Onh, great. Thank you.
23 MR. RYAN RILEY: Wuld it be possible to go
24| back to that slide so | can get that information off it?
25 MR. RON LESSARD: Sure.
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1 MR. RYAN RILEY: There's a two federal register
2 noti ces poster right now regardi ng construction, the one
3| that you're asking for, the |listening sessions.
4 M5. MARGARET LEVY: The I npact Day?
5 MR. RYAN RILEY: The | npact Day, yeah.
6 MR, RON LESSARD:. Sure.
7 MR. LYLE COOK: It should be in your --
8 MR. RYAN RILEY: They didn't have those
9| available when | cane in.
10 SPEAKER. |'m going to take advantage of the
11| break. ['Il hand this out.
12 MR. RON LESSARD: Could | ask the gentl eman
13| that joined us at the table to introduce yourself?
14 MR. GARY WALKER: Gary Wal ker fromthe
15 North Fork Rancheri a.
16 MR. ED PORKENHORN: Ed Por kenhorn fromthe
17| North Fork Rancheri a.
18 MR. RON LESSARD: Do we have any questions? |Is
19 | that the slide you wanted?
20 MR. RYAN RILEY: Yeah. | just got a packet
21 | just now. Thank you.
22 MR. RON LESSARD: Ckay. Geat. So again, this
23| is atine we can open up for comments. W would like to
24| ask tribal leaders to provide comments first, and then
25| we'll go to public coments.
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1 Yes, sir.
2 MR. RYAN RILEY: | can start. Again, nmy nane
3| is Ryan Riley. [|I'mfromthe Pueblo of Laguna in Mexico.
41 And a couple of comments regarding the Inpact A d, and
5| not having a chance to review the information just yet,
6| one of the reasons the Pueblo of Laguna is here today is
7| to garner support for anmendnents to the Inpact Aid
8| regulations where it allows states to inplenent the
9| equalization fornula. W're one of three states,
10 New Mexi co, Kansas, and Al aska, that allow states to
11| equalize the formula. And what that's resulting inis
12 | the tribal students in New Mexico are receiving about
13| 25 cents on the dollar for education, which is resulting
14| in lack of funding at our |ocal state high school. W're
15| one of the few tribes that have a county or state school
16 | on the reservation. W have an el enentary/ m ddl e school
17| that are a BIE grant school. So that's one of the areas
18 | that we're very concerned wth.
19 A coupl e of nonths ago, the Departnent of Ed.
20| had a listening session simlar to this in Al buquerque,
21| and we did let them know. The State of New Mexi co was
22 present, their educators. So we feel that is sonething
23| that is very inportant where 47 of the other states
24 | choose not to do the fornula equalization, but,
25| unfortunately, ours does. So we're not concerned just
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1| with our school on the reservation but all the schools

2| that have native students, which predom nantly in

3| New Mexico is that case.

4 So | can provide you a copy of the resol ution

5| that we'll be presenting tonorrow in the hopes that we

6| can be able to nake sone headway in that endeavor. So

7| those are ny comments for today. Thank you.

8 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Tuffy?

9 MR, TUFFY LUNDERMAN: Thank you. My nane is

10 Ri chard "Tuffy" Lunderman, vice president of Rosebud

11 | Sioux Tribe and al so here representing the Geat Plains
12 | Tribal Chairman's Associ ati on.

13 The Great Plains Tribal Chairman's Association
14| is made up of Cceti Sakowin, which is better known as the
15| Geat Sioux Nation, and other tribal nations that are

16 | nenbers that aren't part of the Cceti Sakown. And in

17| our area, we have the worst educational statistics in

18 | maybe the world, but for sure in the United States and in
19 | all of Indian Country. South Dakota and North Dakota are
20| the two worst states. And it reflects badly on

21| everything that is us and especially our children and has
22 nothing to do with learning, you know. But that's the

23| perception it's given. And we're really concerned with
24| that. But we all know the history, you know. But still,
25| |'mgoing to, you know, talk about it a little bit.
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1 Education is still tied to the assim/lation

2 process, especially public education. And until

3 | education becones educational for us and not still a

41 practice of assimlation, we're going to struggle. Qur

5| kids are going to struggle. And it is not a | earning

6| issue. You know, | want to enphasize that.

7 A big factor in this whole thing is trauna.

8 | That has to be addressed. It has to be acknow edged. It

9| has to be a healing process now as a part of the

10 | educational process, and it has to be on both sides. The
11 | Federal Governnent needs to acknow edge. And we're not
12 | trying to nmake anybody feel quilty about this or

13| anything. |It's a fact that it happened, and it's a fact
14| that it still affects what is going on in the classroom
15| today. A lot of the behaviors that we see in the

16 | classroons are directly tied to this generational trauna
17 | that's been handed down since the boardi ng school

18 | policies and the Catholic schools and other, you know,

19 | types of disciplinary actions that were taken that were
20 | severe and i nhumane. And it's inportant, because if we
21 | see what's going on in our nations today as the problem
22| then we're mssing the boat. Sure, there's a | ot of

23| violence. There's a lot of bad things that are happening
241 in our nations. But to say that that's the problem then
25| that's going to determne you're going to deal with it in
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1| adifferent way than if you see them as being synptomatic
2| of a bigger problem which is that generational trauna.
3| So that really needs to be addressed. W need to sit
41 down with people across the table. W need to
5| acknow edge that. And that's the only way we can heal .

6 We're concerned, you know, there's |lot of --
7| Congress is constantly told that the Bureau of [ndian
8 | Education receives nore noney per student than the public
9| schools. Wll, maybe at the appropriation |evel that
10 | mght be true. But by the tine that noney filters down
11 | through that bureaucratic systemand gets into the
12| classroom it's far fromthe truth. A lot of those
13 | instructional dollars don't end up in a classroom because
14 | other things are not funded properly. And | know this is
15| DOE, and this is a BIE problem but, you know, with
16 President Cbama's initiative, they're closely tied
17 | together now. The strategic plan cane out of DOE and DO
18 | both, and that's what we're tal king about. School
19 | budgets are not funded. O&M transportation,
20 | construction, you know, we've heard -- we've been at the
21 | hearings. W know what the nunbers are. And so the
22 i nstructional dollars, a lot of tinmes schools have to be
23| put in the position do we buy classroommaterials or do
24| we pay our heat bill so we can keep the school open. You
25| know, what's the point in buying books if you can't keep
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1| the roomand the school warm so kids can go there and be
2 in a true learning environnment? So those m sconcepti ons,
3| you know, also have to be addressed properly. W have to
41 quit telling, you know, the Anerican public that Indian
5| kids are funded and basically that the tribal governnents
6| are not using that noney correctly and everything. You
7 know, that's again part of that nyth that's out there.

8 W want to have a bigger role in the Inpact Ad
9| process. Right nowtribal governnents do not, you know.
10 And with the STEP application grant, you know,
11| really, once again, we're put at the nercy of even the
12 | ocal public school board now, because if they disagree,
13| then that ends the application. You have to have the
14 | State Departnent of Education on board, and you have to
15 | have your |ocal school board on board also. And, you
16 | know, it's unfortunate, but this is the way it really is,
17| at least where I'mfrom W still have a lot of this
18 | frontier nentality that exists. And that's still a part
19 | of that stuff that's handed down generation to
20| generation. These immgrants, they're nenbers of
21| famlies that were imm grants that canme to our
22 reservations, you know, 150 years ago. They have their
23| stories. They tell their children generation after
24 | generation those stories. So there's still a lot of that
25| racismthat exists. And they |ease our |ands, and so
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1| they're in control alot. So these public school boards,
2| we don't always have tribal nenbers on there. And so
3| when we cone forward and say that we want to include
4| culture, which should be when you have a public school
5| district that is 98 percent Indian, does it nmake sense
6| not to teach culture, not to teach | anguage, not to teach
7 Lakota history? It doesn't make sense to us. But when
8| we want to -- when we want to apply for this grant, and
9| you have these inmgrants that are controlling the school

10 | system and they say no, then what do we do? That

11| process -- it's good intentions, but that process has to
12| be made nore effective to benefit those 98 percent of

13 | that school population that are tribal nenbers.

14 We are proponents for tribal control neaning
15| that we want to have nore control over the dollars that
16 | conme to educate our kids. W knows better? W do

17 | because we live with it every day. They're right there
18| in our mdst. And in the nation building process --

19 | throughout the world, nation building is done through

20 | education. Education is the process where they create
21| strong citizens. They create patriots. That's what we
22 need to be doing within our nations. W need to be

23| creating strong tribal citizens, people who wll then be
24| able to be productive in that other world that we talk
25 | about when we talk about two worlds. They will be
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1| prepared to go out there and be productive in that gl obal
2| society. But as it is right now, we have a hard tine --
3| alot of our kids have a hard tinme being confortable in
41 their brown skin. They have a hard tine learning their
5| language. That whole assimlation process has been so
6| effective, that conditioning that's happened, that now
7] it's up tous. W have to turn that around, and we need
8| the resources to do that. But we also need the, if you
9| want to say political control to be able to do that.

10 At Rosebud, we've had a tribal education code
11 | that's been there for nearly 25 years, but it's just been
12 | laying on a shelf because the noney has not been

13 | appropriated to allow us to inplenent that code. And our
14 | code speaks directly to how Rosebud believes they shoul d
15 | educate their tribal nenbers, their children. And it

16 | is -- and it tal ks about how i nportant |anguage is, how
17| inportant spirituality is, how inportant history is.

18 | That's how we want to educate our kids, because there's a
19| lot of depression in our schools, in our kids, because,

20| again, it's generational trauna. And so there has to be
21| a lot of character education built into the curriculum

22 i nto the nmet hods and st andards.

23 Accreditation is a big part of it. That's

24| validation. W need to validate ourselves. It is tine
25| that the non-Indian world quits validating us and telling
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1| us who we are and how we should be. You know, it's tine
2| toquit telling us we have to be this good | ndian.
3| That's the world | grew up in when | was in school back
41 in the '50s. You had to be a good Indian. Basically,
5| it's don't nmake waves, you know. W still have incidents
6| in South Dakota where our children are referred to as
7| "prairie niggers," "wagon burners." W had a Rush hockey
8| incident in Rapid Cty, South Dakota, where beer was
9| spilled on our kids. Those kind of things have to stop.

10 | have a granddaughter who is an enroll ed

11 menber of the M ssissippi Choctaw Nation. Her nane is

12 Hai | ey Lunderman. She was the Softball Fenale Athlete of
13| the Year for two of her four years of high school. This
14 | year she was the Female Softball of the Year player in

15| the whole state of M ssissippi. She won the Gatorade

16 | Female Athlete of the Year for softball in the State of
17| M ssissippi. She represents that whole state. She

18 | represents that public school system So when | went

19 | down there for her graduation, their Junior ROTC brought
20| the colours in, and there was the Anerican flag, and

21| there was the Confederate fl ag.

22 In South Dakota, Lakota children still have a
23| hard tine being able to wear an eagle feather in their

24 | hair during graduation. Now, there's sonething

25| drastically wong with that picture, and it is not just a
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1| Lakota issue, and it is not just a south issue with the
2| Confederate flag. It is a national issue for this
3| country, because that flag represents the attitudes. And
4| when you tie, you know, the education -- | nean, you're
5| tal king about -- we have a hard tine. Hi gh school
6| graduation rates are a big deal. Attendance rates are a
7|1 big deal. And when you have a section of the country
8| that synbolizes sonmething that's in direct conflict wth
9| that American flag, there's sonething wong there. That
10 | eagle feather cones fromthe bird that synbolizes the
11 United States. W have al ways honored that. W do it
12 | respectfully.
13 We are not mascots. That is sonething that has
14| to be addressed across the country. |t does have an
15| effect. | see up here on your presentation, it said it
16 | could have. There's no could about it. It has a
17| negative effect. W are -- if we're nascots, we are |ess
18 | than human. And that has been the whol e thing about how
19 | we have been treated educationally, because it was an
20 | inhumane process, because it gets back -- it goes back a
21| |long ways. It goes back to sone Pope who said -- gave a
22 nmonarch the perm ssion to treat indigenous people, to
23 | dispossess themof their humanity, of all their rights,
24| of their lands. And if they don't agree, you can do
25 | whatever you want to them You can behead them You can
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1| cut off linmbs. You know, you can do anything you want to
2| them And that has carried down. And that still has a
3| lot to do wth the attitudes and the way that we are
41 treated and represented.

5 So we're here to try to overcone those things.

6| And we need to have really open end di scussion, not

7 politically because there is no political solution to

8| those kinds of things. It's a human solution that is

9| going to have to happen. And we are humans. Qur kids

10 | are humans. So we're here to talk about a nation

11 bui | di ng process that is strengthened and made nore

12 | effective through an education systemthat is culturally
13| relevant and appropriate. And let us take care of that.
14| Gve us the opportunity and resources, but work with us.
15 Don't work against us. Wrk wth us because we have the
16 | resources. W continually send out people who have

17 | graduated from high school out into all the colleges and
18 | universities around this country. And the whole idea of
19 | education is you're supposed to be able to cone back and
20| affect your conditions locally. But we're not allowed to
21 | use that education to do that because we're always tied
22 up in red tape. The laws tell us tribes can do about

23 | anything you want to do in education. But once you start
24 | taking those federal dollars, and you get all the red

25| tape that's attached to them and you start using title
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1| noney, now you get into the [inaudible], and it tells

2| schools you've got to sign these insurances. |If you

3| don't, you don't get the noney, if you don't do it this

4| way, if you don't use these resources to teach. You

5| know, they practically in a |ot of cases even wote out

6| the |lesson plans for people.

7 You know, we know better. W deal with those

8| needs on a daily basis. W see those behaviors in the

9| classroons. W have resources available. The BIA wants
10| to bring in IHS and reformit in a system too. But we
11 | have spiritual leaders right there at hone who can

12 | effectively deal with a lot of these issues. But | don't
13 | see anywhere where they're brought into the picture,

14| allowed to be utilized as a resource because they have

15| proven to be as effective, if not nore effective, in a

16 | |l ot of instances in dealing with a | ot of these

17| social/enotional needs that are there for our kids. Wen
18 | our tribal nmenbers wake up every norning, they don't call
19 | Dennis Daugaard, the CGovernor of South Dakota, or they

20| don't call Barack Obama. They call WIIliamKindle, who
21| is the president of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, or they wll
22| call a local representative. They don't call John Doe,
23 | because that's their immedi ate need, and that's the world
24| they live in, and that's where we have to have the nost
25| effect and be able to turn this tide around, because we
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1| can do it, but it's not going to happen overnight. It's
2| taken centuries for it to get tothis point. It's going
3| to take a while. And a lot of tines we're provided
4 | resources, but you ve got two years or three years to do
S| it. It isn't going to happen. It is not going to
6 | happen.

7 We need to be respected. W have people who

8 | have done trenendous anounts of research in education,

9| tribal people. That needs to be respected, and we need
10| to be able to utilize it. W have educational experts,

11 | our own experts out there. W need to be able to use

12 | them and they need to have the freedomto be able to use
13| their creativity.

14 Sone of the anendnents that are happening, |

15| see where NIEA is supporting Udall. | guess out in Geat
16 Plains, we don't necessarily agree with that. And these
17 | solutions should not cone down to a denocratic nmajority.
18 | nmean, we here at NCAI, a |large nenbership. So we still
19 | end up fighting against each other. An exanple is,

20 | throughout the country, out of 500 and sone tri bal

21| npations, there's only 160 sone that actually have a court
22 | system But when you get into the NCAl process, even if
23| every one of us prioritized courts as a budget priority,
24| you still have over 300 that woul dn't because they don't
25| have a court system Wiy would they? So it's usel ess.
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 31
1| And a lot of these tribes that have court systens are
2| treaty tribes, |and-based tribes, have boundaries, and
3| that's inportant to them So we have to quit | ooking at
41 this as a one-size-fits-all under that word "Indian,"
5| because that's what happens, and we end up fighting each
6| other for these little pots of gold. That's not going to
7| solve any problem It destroys us. There's no string of
8 | cooperation there. There's no wol akota there, none at
9| all. And | can understand that because | don't think
10 | this country understands wol akota. It doesn't. But it
11| could if we could sit down and talk to each other in a
12 | humane way.
13 Thank you.
14 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Appreciate that.
15 Do we have other tribal |eader comments?
16 There are two things | wanted to nention, and |
17 | appreciate you saying trauma. The Senate Conmttee of
18 I ndian Affairs just recently did a hearing on youth
19 | suicide. And one of the very inportant things about
20 | tal king about our native youth was tal king about this
21| relationship between education and staying in school.
22| School sonetines is the only safe haven. But a |ot of
23 | discussion around trauma, historical trauma, generational
24| trauma. And | can truly appreciate what you're saying.
25| My nomwas in the boarding school system and | grew up
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 32
1| with those stories.
2 One of the things that was nentioned about
3| trauma is daily trauma. Sonetines the trauma that one
4| has just even that norning, and often, society |likes to
5| look at trauma as sonething that's just historic,
6| where -- and yet, it could be not having food. It could
7| be the environnment in your honme, the environnment in your
8| school. And so |l think it's sonething that nore
9| I|eadership, you know, certainly the Federal Governnent
10 | needs to address. |I'mreally proud of Secretary Duncan
11| and the stand that he has taken on many of these issues.
12 He certainly has held several youth roundtables, |istened
13| to -- you know, traveled to Indian Country. And | was
14| really proud that he had the courage to stand up about
15| the mascot issue recently. And | think we need nore
16 | | eadership like that on the federal side. So thank you.
17 MR. RYAN RILEY: Can | just add one itemthat
18 | the gentleman brought up? And that's just really the
19 | fundanental problemor issue with the structure of the
20 | education process. You have the Bureau of Indian
21 | Education that basically covers native schooling up until
22| sixth grade -- or eighth grade. Eighth grade. And then
23| at that point in tinme, you either go to the state for
24 | public school, or there is sonme opportunity that --
25| there's BIE. There's BIE high school, a boarding school
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1| still available in sonme |locations. So as tribal |eaders,
2| at sonme point intine w're going to have to figure out
3| what that -- howwe're going to fill that gap. W had
4 | sone dial ogue recently regarding a charter school in
5| Laguna. But there again, they were state charter
6| schools. And we still have to go through the state
7| conditions, the state stipulations. And it al nbst seens
8| like it was self-defeating. Wat we chose to do was to
9| work even nore closely with our local school district

10 | hoping that this endeavor with the equalization fornul a,
11 | change in the anendnents woul d make sone headway in

12 | providing nore resources to our |ocal schools. Just

13 | because the tribal nations may not have hi gh schools on
14| their reservations, but they still have that native child
15 | that wherever they go that noney should be foll ow ng

16 | them And that's not the case. The majority of our

17 | I npact A d noney goes off to areas in New Mexico that do
18 | not even have native kids. And we realize that there's
19 | going to be a trenmendous fight in front of us convincing
20 | our congressional delegation that this is the right thing
21| to do. But at this tine, that's one of the only -- one
22| of the only alternatives that we have right now  But

23| trying to get tribal nations and Departnent of Ed. to

24 | develop a structure for tribes to develop their own high
25| schools without having to go through the state, that
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1| would be the perfect dreamsituation to develop their --
2 in all different federal agencies, you have this noving
3| away from having the tribes going through the state for
4| consultation or for funds. And that's been a good push.
S| But in the Departnent of Ed., we still haven't seen that
6| yet. And | would hope that sone day -- and we woul d hope
7| that the Departnent of Ed. would cone to us and ask that,
8| what's that solve -- what that would look like. And I
9| would say that, simlar to all the other |egislation and

10 | the reqgulations, work with the tribes directly in setting
11 up a high school or sone sort of structure that doesn't
12 i nclude -- | nean, they can coll aborate and communi cate
13| with us wwth the tribal nations, but we would |ike that
14 | face to face working wth the Departnent of Educati on.

15 | And what President Obama has very el oquently said

16 | throughout his tenure is he wants to work with tri bal

17| nations. And that would be -- what other better way to
18| do it than with working with the nations on this

19 | education bit? Let's break that barrier that's devel oped
20| around tribal schools. Let's not fight with the state

21| all the tine. W have kids that go to -- choose to

22| either go off the reservation, but that's their decision.
23| W have tribal nenbers that have never set foot on the

24 Puebl o of Laguna. They're all over the world and all

25| over the country. But at the sanme tinme, we want to nake
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1| sure that wherever they're at, they have proper education
2 I f they choose to cone back to Laguna. |'mone of the --
3| | was raised off the reservation in Las Cruces,

41 New Mexico, so | was a public school kid. | noved back

5| about 15 years ago, and | see the challenges. But

6| nonetheless, | believed that we woul d have that option to

7 be educat ed wherever we want but know that at ny

8| reservation that we should have that option to have a

9| tribal high school that is funded by Departnent of Ed.

10 | dollars with conditions that the Pueblo of Laguna, anong
11 | other nations, get together and develop it, because, as
12 | you nentioned, sir, it is very inportant that we have

13| that historical information at our |local areas. And it's
14 | all different.

15 In Laguna, we never had the full Allotnent Act
16 | inplenented. W had -- even to this day, we have tri bal
17 | nmenbers that want to go to boardi ng school for whatever
18 | reason that may be. | went to one year of boarding

19 | school. And so whatever desires they may have, but at

20 | | east they have the option at hone, too. And again, it's
21| no disrespect to the state, but | believe that if you

22| want the tribes to succeed and keeping in mnd what their
23| priorities are, that makes conmon sense to ne.

24 So thank you very nmuch for the tinme and giving
25| e the ability to speak today.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Appreciate that.
2 One thing | wanted to reiterate is that this
3| nmessage will go back to Secretary Duncan. W have
4| Secretary Duncan's staff with us today, and we want to
5| nmeke sure that, you know, he hears your nessage and that
6| there will be followup to this session, that we can
7| answer your questions and get back to you comng fromthe
8| Secretary's office.
9 MR. RYAN RILEY: Thank you.
10 MR. RON LESSARD: Al ex, do you have anything to
11| add to that?
12 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: | don't have anyt hing.
13| That's great.
14 MR. TUFFY LUNDERMAN: |f | could,
15 | Tuffy Lunderman, Rosebud Sioux Tribe. The first round
16 | with the STEP grant in South Dakota, we forned a
17| coalition with Rosebud, Pine Ri dge, Cheyenne R ver, and
18 | Standi ng Rock. And we devel oped a grant application.
19 | Took nonths to do that. But the Secretary of State would
20| not -- the Secretary of Education in the State of
21 | South Dakota would not sign it. And there's no
22| guarantees in this process. |It's conpetitive. But
23 | because the state would not sign it, we didn't even get
24 | our -- our grant application was not even reviewed. It
25| didn't even get submtted. That's how nuch non-control
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1| we have when we tal k about education of our kids.
2 Now, even again now, you know, this tine, |
3| think because we've said a lot, argued with the state a
41 lot, so now !l think it will be treated differently. But
5| still, we have limted -- it's still not dependent on us.
6| You know? It's still dependent on that |ocal school
7| board and the State of South Dakota as to if that STEP
8| grant application gets submtted. And like | said, if we
9| have people who do not feel that culture is inportant,
10 | then they will not signit. They wll not agree to it.
11| So tribal control is where it needs to go. And |I'm
12 | hearing a | ot nore about tribal control, but we need
13 | action, and we need to nore -- the | anguage needs to
14 | spell out nore about what tribal control really I ooks
15| like. And it isn't really -- it should not be tied to
16 | dollars. W should talk about what is the best education
17 | that these kids can get and then figure out how do we
18 | attach dollars to it and nake it happen, because,
19| otherwise, it's still the sane ol' sane ol', and that's
20 | been proven, you know, over and over. It doesn't work.
211 It hasn't worked. It isn't going to work. You know, the
22| smartest man in the world has said that was the
23| definition of insanity, you know, keep doing the sane
24| thing over and over expecting different results. And
25| that's what we're doing with the education of Lakota kids
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1| throughout the United States. So there needs to be a

2| different discussion. W can't keep saying the sane

3| stuff over and over. But how do we cone up with

4| effective resolutions and then figure out how we attach

5| dollars to it and get rid of this idea that Rosebud's

6| issues and problens in education are the sane as that,

7| because they're not. There's simlarities, but they're

8| not. They're not the sane. But when you group it all in

9| totry to cone up with a national solution, | nean,

10| that's, to nme, the -- | don't know how you do that. |

11 | don't think there's anybody alive. | don't care how nany
12 | people you put in a room You' re not going to cone up

13| with a national solution, a one-size-fits-all solution.

14 MR. RYAN RILEY: It's true. States can't even
15| do that.

16 MR. TUFFY LUNDERMAN:. Yeah. | nean, you know,
17| the problemw th -- Sputnik put this country in an

18 | educational tizzy. And it hasn't recovered fromit. And
19 | the education in this country has becone stagnant. It's
20| not that it's maybe gotten worse. |It's just becone

21 | stagnant. The rest of the world is going by the

22 United States. And we're caught up in it because we

23| can't do the things that we know will work. W need to
24| be able to do things like they' re doing in sone of these
25| other countries. |If the United States wants to stay
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1| stagnant, that's their choice. But we should be able to
2| do sonething different wwth the education of our kids
3| because we -- you know, we understand them W know t hat
41 Monday norning every kid is not ready to learn. But we
5| don't address that because we can't because we have to do
6| all these assessnents, and we have all these rules that
7|1 we have to follow, and we can't address that trauma that
8| that child m ght have experienced over the weekend or
9| even maybe just on the bus comng to school. In

10 | South Dakota, a lot of kids are on the bus for an hour,

11 hour and-a-half just getting to school, and then they're
12 | on the bus again an hour, hour and-a-half getting hone

13| fromschool. There's a lot of things that can happen on
14 | those bus rides in that period of tine, you know, just

15 | kids being kids. You get a senior in high school who

16 | gets up that early. You know, he's going to be sl eepy.

17| So then he'll stretch out in the seat by hinself and nmake
18 | four or five little elenentary kids crowd into one seat.
19 | That affects that child' s learning. They're not com ng
20| to school ready to learn. So there's a |lot of things

21| that need to be addressed that we deal with daily that we
22 know i s going on. But we don't provide that child that

23| confort. \When that little six, seven-year-old walks into
24 | school that day, and he's had this rough bus ride, it

25| would be nice if he had a little chi there to confort him
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1| and to say kahoja, everything will be okay today, you
2 know. And if you need ne, you cone and see ne. But
3| that's not the way public education is structured, you
4| know. It's too cold and too inhumane yet.
5 MR. RON LESSARD: Ckay.
6 MR. RYAN RILEY: Again, it goes back to that
7| structure. The way we desire to do -- |I'msure there are
8| sone tribes that have resources to be a pilot, to have a
9| high school in place that is just what you're saying.
10 But we don't even have the franme work to do that. But
11| we -- again, let me just add to ny charter school
12 | exanple. One of the -- it gained sone nonentum wanti ng
13| to do tribal specific |anguage, culture, even getting
14 | into our clan systens. But when you go through the
15 | charter school process, it remnds you that it's
16 | inclusive of everybody, so you can't just say you can
17| only put the Lagunas in that room you cannot put
18 | everybody. It's open enrollnment. So every tine, it's
19 | i ke we're going, stop, don't disrespect anybody el se
20 | outside Laguna. But that is the desire that they had.
21| And we kept running around and thinking, well, is there
22 | even such a nonster, so to speak, as we're | ooking at?
23| You know, is there a franework for that? W kept getting
24 | the sane answer, no, there's not. Either you' re public,
25| or that's it. That's it. So when you continue to talk
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1| in that mndset, we don't have any options. W can bang
2| our heads against the wall, and we can try to hope and
3| pray that we have a conposition of school board nenbers
4| that are going to be the majority and hear our thoughts.
S| But in nost of our districts, that's not going to be the
6| case. In the majority of districts, there's going to
71 kind of sway sone of the fol ks that are our advocates to
8| do sone of those nore inportant things or priorities that
9| the tribes seek out. So again, it goes back to give us

10 | the structure. Help us to create our own destiny, to do
11 | exactly what you're hearing this gentleman telling us

12 | today so we can teach our own fol ks, so we can provide

13 | sone sense of being and then, of course, have a strong

14 | curriculumfor whatever our kids want to go to school or
15| create -- tech school, whatever they want to do, but

16 | allow us to have that right and that enpowernent to do

17| so, not having to rely on folks that may want to know or
18 | they have other ideas and priorities thenselves. W |ust
19| don't -- in sone of our counties, we don't have the

20 | wherewithal. But | can guarantee you on our reservation
21 | we probably have 100 percent consensus that tri bal

22 | education, cultural identity, |anguage, and all these

23| things, we fornmulate that into a nice piece of clay in

24 | our neck of the woods. Nice pottery, that's what you get
25| out of it. And | think you just don't have the franmework
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1| to do that given all the desires that we have.
2 MR. TUFFY LUNDERVMAN: | n South Dakota, we don't
3| have charters. W don't have any alternative educati onal
41 nodels. It's either public school or, you know, you go
5| to the BIE schools. But those are the only two options.
6| And not everybody in today's world wants to go to
7| college. Not everybody needs to go to coll ege.
8| There's -- the opportunity is there to sit at hone and
9| stay in pajanas all day and still make a dang good
10 | living. You know? That's a -- that should be a part of
11| our curriculum W have -- housing is a big deal on our
12 | reservation. And there is so nuch need for repair, for
13 | construction. W have a pretty good tech -- there's
14 | opportunities for our kids who graduate from hi gh school
15| to becone plunbers, welders, and electricians, but we
16 | don't teach that in our school. |It's strictly college
17| prep. That's it. And when you live in a state that has
18 | six of the ten poorest counties, you know, you need to
19 | focus on sonething other than college prep. You know,
20| that's the reality of it. That's the reality. | nean,
21 | and you showed it up there, |earning, achievenent, or
22| success is tied to poverty. You know? And agai n,
23| statistically, we're sonme of the poorest people in the
24| world -- or in the United States, our Lakota people. W
25| are. That's what the statistics say. W are
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1| statistically the nost unhealthy in the United States in
2 Lakota country. W are the poorest |earners
3| statistically. That does not paint a pretty picture.

4 But we're not given any type of real control on
5| overcom ng those things. W have sone answers. Allow us
6| to do that. Wrk with us.
7 MR. GARY WALKER: A lot of our grants won't |et
8| themgo to IT school. They've got to go -- |like he said,
9| got to go to a college or a pre-college. You know? And
10 | know a |lot of our kids, they want to like go to IT
11 | school, get their education and go to work instead of,
12 | you know, going through all themyears of schooli ng,
13| so -- but all of our grants are you got to go there. So
14| if there is any way you guys could help us out on that,
15| it would be great.
16 MR. RON LESSARD: W have an Ofice of
17 | Vocational Training through the Departnent of Ed. W
18| need to find out if there's -- one of the problens, |
19 | know that when these grants cone available, if it's not
20| tribal specific, then there's a lot of conpetition around
21| that. And so we need to find that out for what other
22 ki nd of funding we have, initiatives around that.
23 MR. GARY WALKER: And then let's say they get
241 their high school in or sonething. Could we send our --
25| or their school, could we |Iike send our people to them
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1| also, or is it just going to be for -- if it ever goes
2| through, because we're | andless, you know, so we coul dn't
3| build a school |ike he's tal king about. That woul d be
4 | another thing, too.
5 MR. RON LESSARD: Yeah. Thank you.
6 MR. RYAN RILEY: | know you guys can't do
7| probably anything with standardi zed testing. | have done
8 | sone research across the states. And the states are just
9| all over the place with standardi zed testing. And then
10 | the tribal nations are sitting there trying to deal wth
11| that. And | don't know if any other state has to deal
12| with diploma versus certificate, trying to pass the
13 | standardi zed tests. They can go all the way through
14 | school and still just get a certificate at the end of the
15| day. And again, it goes back to the chall enges of, okay,
16 | well, this year we're going to do the PARCC, Partnership
17 | for Assessnent of Readi ness for College & Careers,
18 | testing in New Mexico. Two years ago, it was different.
19 But two years ago, you could take a witten test. This
20| year, they told us that everything is going to be
21| conputerized. And don't -- keep in mnd that your school
22 | doesn't have the capacity with the hard lines here to
23 | make sure your conputers are up to date, connected to
24 | good bandw dth, and are able to finish the test. W had
25| sone kids in our school crying because they knew how
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1| inportant this PARCC testing was in New Mexico, and their
2| conputers were freezing up throughout their testing. W
3| have on one -- a councilman that is a teacher at a | ocal
41 high school, and he cane in very frustrated with this
S| problem And it wasn't like we weren't getting support
6| fromthe county because the county knew that this was an
7 | ssue, too. And God bless his heart, he was even going
8| up to our state governor telling himin our Departnent of
9| Ed. secretary -- state secretary we're not ready for
10 | this. Can we please get a waiver and do a paper testing.
11| And we were told no. Qur district was told no. And we
12 | gave themnoney to fix the problemw th the conputer
13 | capacity for two |large schools -- tw |arge schools, and
14| they only gave them $28,000 to do it. So rather than
15| having the Pueblo -- right after that, we're waiving the
16 | docunent with that information. W did let the state
17| know that. But we're really interested to see what the
18 | testing results are reflective of that, because we' ve got
19 | good kids. W've got kids |like many other tribal nations

20| that go to Ivy League schools, state schools, vo-tech

21 | schools, or whatever they choose to do. But those

22 | standardized testing in New Mexico as it was done this

23 | year was not representative of their capability. | can

24 | guarantee you that. And | realize that the Departnent of
25| Education's hands are tied and not dictating to the
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1| states what they can and can't do. But when you | ook at
2| the overarching problemof education and getting beat by
3| 15 industrialized nations -- and we're the | owest of
41 those 15 -- that's horrible. So we look at tribal
5| nations as sonething that is a problem
6 We have sone | arger problens within the state
71 and trying to get sone sort of continuity, consistency
8| across. New Mexico is probably one of the nost
9| inpoverished states in the union. It just seens |ike why

10 | are tribal nations always kind of left out of the

11 | equation. | think we have sone solutions that we can

12| offer as long as we're provided structure and the ability
13| to do that. I'msitting here listening to a |ot of your
14 | discussion and sone simlarities, sone ideas that you are
15| giving ne. But | believe as tribal |eaders we need to

16 | get together and start -- 566 ways of doing the sane

17| thing. But, ultimately, if we can cone up with sone

18 | ideas to present to DCE and get our |egislators, our

19 representatives to start |ooking at devel oping the

20| framework for tribes to do that thenselves. Doesn't nean
21| all the nations have to do it. But what it does nean,

22| that there's an option for us to do it that way, our way.
23 MR. TUFFY LUNDERMAN:. Exactly. And that's what
241 we're saying is that it's not mandatory or anything. But
25| there's a better nodel that can be created. And if
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1| people -- tribal nations along the way decide that they
2| want to utilize it, well, it's there for them It's a
3| resource. But it doesn't have to be mandatory. It's
4| pretty optional. But | agree. And | would be glad to,
5| you know, stay in touch and see what we can do i n working
6| together to maybe drive this forward. But, you know, the
7| discussion is about that, whatever it is, 70 percent that
8| don't finish high school, that drop out. That's the
9| discussion. And, you know, |'ve never |ooked at the
10 | statistics as a problem except the perception that it
11 presents. That's a problem But |I've |ooked at the
12 | statistics as an opportunity, because if the nessage
13| is -- 1 think these students are telling people, |ook,
14| this isn't working. But who is listening? That's the
15| nmessage. It isn't we're dunb or this test is too hard.
16 | You know, that's not the nessage. Those 70 percent are
17| telling sonebody that will listen that, look, this is not
18 | working, and we need sonething different. But we need to
19 | give those people to President Ghama sonehow, because |
20| think a ot of this Generation |Indigenous, a |ot of the
21 | students are kids that are in school, kids that have
22 | graduated from school, kids that are going to coll ege.
23 | But again, where is that 70 percent? Were is that
24 | voice?
25 MR. RON LESSARD: Ckay. Thank you. Thank you.
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 48

1 This gentleman here, and then we'll take a

2 break shortly after this gentleman speaks. And then

3| we'll cone back after break. Pl ease.

4 MR. LYLE COCK: Ckay. Good norning, everybody,

5| again. M nane is Lyle Cook. |[|'mthe president of

6| Consortia of Adm nistrators for Native Anerican

7 Rehabilitation. So | have prepared a statenent |'ll go

8 | ahead and share with you guys.

9 | amwiting to request that the Rehabilitation
10 | Service Adm nistration, RSA, increase the grant noney

11 | available to Tribal Vocational Rehabilitation prograns to
12| the full 1.5 percent of the anpbunt that is appropriated
13| for Title | prograns in the fiscal year 2015 and ' 16.

14 As of today, there wll only be enough fundi ng
15| to see a maxi mum of the continuation of 75 percent of the
16 | current and previously funded Anerican | ndi an Vocati onal
17| Rehabilitation prograns. W should all be gravely

18 | concerned about what wll happen to the consuners of the
19 | 25 percent of prograns that nmay not be afforded the

20 | opportunity to be funded even though they may have

21 | fundabl e grant applications.

22 There is a secondly equally inportant request.
23 It is vital to the needs of the nearly 600,000 Anerican
24 | Indian and Al aska Natives with disabilities that there be
25| a significant increase in the nunber of AlIVR prograns
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1| across Indian Country. This populationis literally in
2| crisis. They are crying out for the hope and the dignity
3| of being able to care for thenselves and their famlies
4 | by obtaining neani ngful enploynent.
5 | serve as the board president of the national
6| tribal organization known as the Consortia of
71 Adm nistrators for Native Anerican Rehabilitation, CANAR
8| CANAR is the only national tribal organi zati on dedi cated
9| to increasing opportunities for our people living with
10 | disabilities. CANAR works to build a world of full
11 | inclusion for Anmerican |Indians and Al aska Natives with
12 | disabilities. |I'mhere to give comments about how RSA
13 | actions and policies affect AIVR s prograns, tri bal
14 | governnents, and our abilities to serve our tribal
15| nmenbers.
16 First, | would |like to address the request for
17| the full 1.5 percent of appropriated funding for Anerican
18 I ndian VR progranms. For too many years, tribal people
19| with disabilities have not received vocati onal
20 | rehabilitation services equitably. There are currently
21| only 85 AIVR prograns across Indian Country. Yet, there
22| are nearly 600,000 Al aska Natives and Anerican | ndi ans,
23| working adults, aged adults with disabilities who need
24 | services. Tribal prograns only receive 41.2 mllion from
25| the |l atest appropriations.
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1 Conversely, state vocational rehabilitation, or
2| VR prograns serve approximately 1 mllion non-Native
3| populations with over 31.4 billion. This is a shanmeful
41 iniquity. Afirst step in the right directionis to
S| fulfill congressional intent. The Federal Governnent has
6| a long-standing obligation to neet the educational,
7| enploynent, and training needs of tribal nenbers
8 | regardl ess of econom c chall enges.
9 Further, states do not conpete with other
10 | states for VR funding. Yet, tribes are required to
11 | conpete for the already grossly inadequate tri bal
12 | set-aside. Federal education and enpl oynent policy that
13| fails to recognize governnental parity between tribes and
14 | states hurts the Anerican econony by limting the
15| econom c potential of tribal nations. The Secretary
16 | should act to ensure tribes are recogni zed al ongsi de
17| their state governnents -- governnent peers in federal
18 | policy. W urge the federal governnent to pay the
19 | obligations witten into our treaties and to enabl e
20| tribes to fulfill their constitutional responsibilities
21| as a governnent.
22 Now | would |like to address the second issue
23| concerning the need to expand the capacity of tribes to
24 | serve our people with disabilities. Gowh of the Al VR
25 | prograns has been stagnant for the past few years. It is
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1| time for a bold plan with an increased culturally
2| centered infrastructure for our tribal nmenbers wth
3| disabilities. CANAR calls this plan VISION 2025. | wll
41 briefly outline a few key conponents. Wth the support
5| of the U S. Departnent of Education, Congress coul d enact
6| alegislation to significantly increase services to this
7 popul ation. Wth RSA support, funds becone avail able for
8| all grant subm ssions to be supported, support an
9| increased effort to outreach to help tribes devel op Al VR
10 | prograns, the establishnment of tribally controlled unique
11| pilot prograns for those who |live outside the reservation
12 | boundaries, |eadership devel opnent, fiscal nanagenent
13 | systens and program managenent training. W request an
14 | increase of funding to 5 percent. Even with a
15 100 percent increase, 1.5 percent to 3 percent, AIVRS
16 | would still be one of the smallest set-asides in our
17| country. By increasing the set-aside to a nodest
18 | 5 percent, AlIVR prograns would bring in over $100 mllion
19 | of additional resources to help reach such a vul nerable
20 | popul ati on.
21 CANAR requests establishnment of direct
22 permanent funding. Having to conpete every grant cycle
23| to receive funding is counterproductive in so nmany ways.
241 |f the state VR systemwere required to do this, it would
25| wreak havoc on their entire structure. Any other
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1| problens within the AIVR systemcan be attributed to this
2 | ssue.

3 Finally, | have a few remarks concerning tri bal
41 consultation. The President has set aside a new standard
5| for engaging the tribal nations. W believe that it is
6| inportant for federal agencies to engage tri bal
7 organi zations |i ke CANAR during the planni ng and
8 | execution of neaningful consultation when the subject
9| matter pertains to their constituencies. Effective and
10 | neani ngful consultation should be synonynous. Tri bal
11 | consultation participants need to be a part of the
12 pl anni ng process. Custonmarily, many federal agencies
13| partner with the national tribal advocacy organi zati ons
14 | pertinent to their prograns. This way, tribal
15 | governnental counterparts wll receive adequate
16 | assistance in preparing for a give and take exchange t hat
17| stays on top and are constructive. Oten tribal |eaders
18 | only have a cursory know edge of specific consultation
19 | topics. Tribal governnents strongly rely on national
20 | tribal organizations to provide nmuch needed technical
21 | assistance in preparing questions and responses to
22| detailed federal policies and regulations. It is
23| wunrealistic and illogical for federal agencies to expect
24 | tribal leaders and/or tribal program personnel to be
25| versed and experienced in the political and | egal
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1| ramfications of any particul ar proposed policy, statute
2 I nvocation, or regulation. Tribal consultation
3| activities can take nmany formats dependi ng on what goals
4| the federal agency w shes to acconplish. By partnering
5| with a national tribal organization that has the
6| technical expertise necessary to prepare tribal
7| consultation participants to engage in constructive and
8 | informed discussion, agencies are able to glean clear,
9| concise, and relevant remarks for agency response.

10 | Ot herw se, discussion tends to veer off topic and may

11 | nove into negative and over-I| engthy dial ogue.

12 Furt her, nost federal agencies do not have

13 | background know edge of what type of tribal consultation
14 | format woul d work best for the specific goal they want to
15 | acconplish. By engaging in a national tribal

16 | organi zati on and a pl anni ng process, agencies can be

17| guided to a format that will fit the topic, tineline, and
18 | goal of that consultation. This has been and conti nues
19| to be a common practice with other federal departnents

20 | such as HHS, Interior, Justice, Commerce, and

21| Agriculture. Please engage CANAR next tinme RSA wi shes to
22 hear from I ndian Country. This action wll fulfill the
23 | principles of nmeani ngful consultation and Executive O der
24 13175.

25 | thank you for this opportunity to submt
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 54
1| comments on behalf of CANAR CANAR stands ready to work
2| wth RSA through tine sensitive consultation to resolve
3| our issues prior to its negative inpact on Al VRS
4| prograns.

5 Thank you.
6 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Appreciate that.
7 We're going to take a 15-m nute break, and
8| we'll conme back. And if there are any other comments
9| fromtribal |eaders, we will take those when we cone
10 | back. Oherwse, we'll open it up for public comment.
11 | Thank you.
12 (Break.)
13 MR. RON LESSARD: All right. W're al npost
14 | ready. A couple nore mnutes. | want to nention one
15| thing, once again, is that because we have fol ks
16 | listening on the line, if you could please speak clearly
17| and close to the m crophone so that they can hear that.
18 | Ckay?
19 Wel cone back. W have a coupl e of
20 | announcenents. One | nentioned about speaking into the
21 | mcrophone clearly since we have fol ks that are |istening
22 in. | have two other announcenents. One is, as you
23| know, our tribal consultation policy is out for coment.
24| July 13 is the final day for comments on that. And that
25| will be -- and I'mgoing to nention sonething el se that
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1| will also -- you can respond coments to the sane
2| website, and I'lIl give you that.
3 Qur Ofice of Gvil R ghts, you know, in the
4 Fall 2014, the listening sessions around the country, we
5| heard repeated concerns about offensive school mascots
6| harmng native youth. Ofice of Cvil Rights has asked
7 us to pose sone questions. You don't need to answer
8| those now They will be available to see, and then al so
9| you can respond to the website, which is
10 tribal consul tati on@d. gov.
11 So the first one is: Wat should the U S
12 | Departnent of Education, specifically its Ofice of Cvil
13| Rights, do to address offensive school mascots and
14 | imagery? For exanple, sone advocacy groups have
15 | recommended that OCR issue gui dance calling on school
16 | boards to examne if the use of indigenous-based nascots
17 | adversely affects students and contributes to racially
18 | hostile environments. Wuld OCR, Ofice of Cvil Rights'
19 | guidance on this issue be hel pful ?
20 Second question: Wat harns have you seen
21| resulting from offensive school inmagery/ mascots? For
22 | exanple, are you aware of native youth being bullied or
23 | taunted because of a mascot?
24 Next question: Are you aware of any school s
25 | that have successfully renoved of fensive school mascots
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1| and inmagery? How did the community acconplish this,
2| address opposition, and pay for the cost to renove the
3| imgery? Wat was the inpact on students and the school
4| after offensive inagery/ mascots were renoved?
5 W invite comrents on these topics to -- here's
6 the website, tribalconsultation@d.gov. That's
7| tribalconsultation@d.gov. And we just want to hear from
8| you particularly on what Ed. and OCR can do to inprove
9| the school climate for native youth. And we ideally
10 | would like to hear your comments before the Tribal Youth
11 | Conference, which is comng up July 9. But it's open
12| ended on that. And when | say open ended, | don't know
13| how far out.
14 MR. ALEX SANCHEZ: Towards the end of July.
15 MR. RON LESSARD: Towards the end of July. And
16 | also, like | nentioned, the tribal consultation policy,
17| we'd like to receive your comments. That's at the sane
18 | tribal consultation@d.gov. You can provide coments
19 | there.
20 Ckay. As we continue, first, I would |ike
21| to -- we have two folks. First, I wanted to invite
22 Melvin to say a few wrds. He has to | eave. And we
23 | appreciate very nuch himbeing here, and I would |Iike you
24| to stand and introduce yourself.
25 MR. MELVIN MONETTE: Thank you. Good norning.
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1| My nane is Melvin Monette. |'mthe president of the
2 Nat i onal | ndi an Educati on Associ ation. W thank you for
3| this opportunity to provide comment on the Draft Tri bal
4| Consultation Policy for the U S. Departnent of Education.
5| Before | read ny comments that we prepared based on the
6| questions that you put out, | want to | et folks know,
7 many of the comments that were provided here this
8 | norning, N EA has policy and procedure and processes that
9| we're working on right now, anong a nunber of these other
10 | issues, so |l'd like you to visit with Ahniwake Rose, the
11 | executive director, on those issues.
12 Thank you.
13 Since it was formally instituted by Executive
14 | Order in 1998, consultation has proven to be an effective
15| way for Federal Governnent and Tribal Nations to inprove
16 | issues of nutual concern. Ever changing educati onal
17 | landscape calls for constant review and nodification of
18 | consultation policies. NEA applies for the opportunity
19| to redraft policy and for engaging tribal |eaders and
20 | stakeholders in this stage of drafting.
21 The draft consultation policy ensures
22| continuity and comm tnent anong the tribes.
23 As President Obama stated in this 2009
24 | menorandum on this subject, consultation is a critical
25| ingredient of a sound and productive federal tribal
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1| relationship. N EA eagerly agrees and, in that vein,
2| offers these comments on the draft policy, which we think
3| will further strengthen and fulfill the spirit of the
41 President's commtnent to integrate tribal priorities and
5| viewpoints into federal decision naking.
6 In addition, attached is the draft policy wth
7| suggested | anguage for inplenenting sone of these
8 | conmments.
9 Qur recomrendations: N EA believes the
10 | consultation policy is well structured and covers nmany of
11| the topics crucial in such a policy. The follow ng
12 | recommendations are offered in hopes to bring the policy
13| inline with extensive inpact Ed. has for native students
14| in this country. The policy should nake explicit that
15 | much of Ed.'s work and inpact on native students takes
16 | place outside tribal or Indian Country schools. This
17| vast mgjority of native students are enrolled in
18 | non-tribal schools within states or private systens.
19 | Consequently, state and private systemconcerns in
20 | education outcones nust be integrated into any Ed. policy
21| to be successful for Indian Country as a whole. Comments
22 | throughout the consultation policy address issues on
23 | tribal governnent and tribal school inplications which
241 will affect native students in other schools. Tribes
25| have a unique relationship with native students, which
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1| nust be acknow edged as a critical process in
2| establishing a nation-to-nation collaborative process
3| which affects their academ c success regardl ess of where
4| they attend school.
5 The comrents provided clearly in the policy is
6| not only consultation but also of coordination as wth
71 the intent of both EOL3175 and President C(bama's
8 | menorandum The draft policy is very process focused,
9| which is entirely appropriate. However, the policy nust
10 | also be focused on integrating tribal priorities and
11| viewpoints into the federal process. For this reason,
12 | NI EA cautions against too nuch formalismin the policy
13 | such as focusing on deadlines, squabbling over whether a
14 | policy or change wll have tribal inplications, or even
15| restricting consultation to the grants and prograns
16 | specifically designated for native students or tribes.
17| The tri bes have found the focus on process has played a
18 | role in turning tribal consultations froma neans of
19 | federal/tribal collaboration into another requirenent net
20| by a federal agency w thout neani ngful outcones.
21 | Accordingly, many of our coments focus | ess on when
22| tribes and stakehol ders can provide input for federal
23 | consideration and nore on how the agency will incorporate
241 that input intoits policies, rules, and priorities. In
25| other words, we seek a process that provides for
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1| neaningful consultation beginning at the earliest
2 possi bl e st age.
3 Finally, N EA nust clarify that while many of
4|1 the changes recommend casting a wide net in terns of
5| consultation with stakehol ders, the enphasis should be on
6 | governnent-to-governnent relationships, between tribes
7| and Federal Governnent.
8 Following that are all of our recommendati ons.
9 Thank you.
10 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you very nuch.
11 SPEAKER: |'Il go on and on if you give ne the
12 | opportunity.
13 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you very nuch.
14 | Appreciate that. And next I'mgoing to ask C nda to say
15| a few words and then nove down the |ist.
16 M5. Cl NDA HUGHES: Thank you.
17 My nane is C nda Hughes. 1'ma nenber of the
18 Kiowa Tri be of Cklahoma. And I'mthe legislative affairs
19| director for the Consortia of Adm nistrators for Native
20 | Anerican Rehabilitation.
21 My comments today are regardi ng RSA
22| specifically, and then I'"malso going to put in a few
23 | comments about tribal consultation.
24 It's vital for the continuing existence of Al VR
25| prograns that peer grant reviewers have a nore than
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1| satisfactory know edge of how tribal governnents fund
2 prograns and how they report the use of those funds.
3| Currently, reviewers are only required to have know edge
41 of vocational rehabilitation prograns generally. The
5| reviewers of tribal prograns are not required to have
6| know edge of tribal governnents.
7 CANAR is the only national tribal organization
8 | dedicated to increasing opportunities for our people
9| living with disabilities. Tribes operate their varied
10 | education, training, and enploynent prograns through a
11 pat chwor k of fundi ng sources. Nunerous federal agencies
12 | award grants that tribes use. More often than not,
13 | tribal governnents fund a full-tinme enpl oyee by splitting
14| their time and work | oad anong different grants.
15 | Consequently, in the personnel section of many grant
16 | applications, an enployee will be listed as a .5
17| full-time enpl oyee. Another exanple are tribes that are
18 PL 102-477. Public Law 102-477 all ows
19 | federally-recognized tribes and Native Al aska entities to
20 | conbi ne federal enploynent and training fornul a-funded
21 | grant prograns. These tribes may submt to the
22 Departnent of the Interior a single plan with a single
23 | budget and a single reporting system It is a fact that
24 | several tribal applicants through the AIVR grants | ost
25| significant points and were thereby denied awards on
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1| their applications due to the peer grant reviewer's |ack
2| of know edge or how tribal governments fund their
3| prograns and how they operate their budgets.

4 Furt her, peer grant reviewers are not required
5| to read anything other than the narrative sections of a
6| grant application. Therefore, if a tribe places its
7 I nstructions on the basics of tribal finances in any
8 | appendi x, then it goes unread.
9 | strongly urge the RSA to renedy this
10 | situation. The 2015 grant applications were due by
11| June 8. Tribal governnents are unduly burdened by having
12 | to use val uable page requirenents to instruct reviewers
13| on the basics of tribal governnent to those who are
14 | supposed to be peer grant reviewers. This practice is
15| inherently unfair and inequitable. The above deci sions
16 | and actions were nmade that significantly inpact tribes
17| wi thout prior consultation.
18 | also agree strongly with NIEA and their
19 | coments about process and procedures. W do believe
20| that it's very inportant to consult with tribes prior to
21 | announcing a tribal consultation, prior to discussing
22| what the regulations are going to be, because tribes and
23| tribal program personnel need to have the technical
24 | assistance, just as the Federal Governnent has the
25| technical assistance of its general counsel and of its
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1| policy advisors. And tribal organizations operate as
2| those policy advisors to tribal personnel and the tri bal
3| governnental officials. So it's very valuable to have
41 the input of tribal organizations as technical assistance
5| to the tribal participants of any consultation process.
6| And it also is invaluable to assist federal agencies who
7| are not attuned to the different nethods and the
8| different formats that tribal consultation may take place
9| with and the different activities that constitute a
10 | tribal consultation. But a tribal organization would
11 have that background and woul d be able to provide
12 | val uabl e assistance to the federal agencies in deciding
13 | which format woul d be applicable to the goal that they
14 | w sh to acconpli sh.
15 Thank you very nuch.
16 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you very nuch. Next,
17 | Ri chanda.
18 M5. Rl CHANDA KAQUATOSH:. Hi, |I'm R chanda
19 | Kaquatosh. |'mthe coordinator for the First Nation
20| Studies Programfor M I waukee Public Schools. And as |
21| was listening -- | had no intention of speaking. But as
22 | was listening to the gentleman speak earlier, | put
23 | together sone notes just to piggyback on what you said.
241 And | think what we're really tal king about in terns of
25| the infrastructure that we're dealing with in the public
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1| schools and the oppression and the sub-oppression that's
2| exhibited, we're tal king about historical trauma. And
3| there's actually research now -- it's called
4| epigenetics -- where there's proof that the behaviors
S| that our children are exhibiting and all children can be
6| traced back to their ancestors. So if you | ook up
7| epigenetics and its relation to historical trauma, what
8 | does that | ook Iike? Overrepresentation in special ed.,
9| the social issues that we all have with our kids. W're

10 | tal king about nental health issues, the fighting between
11| tribes, the fighting anongst each other. That's the

12 | sub-oppression that we're tal king about. The use of

13| termnology. "Indian" is a derogatory term Even the

14 President hinself uses "First People.” | think those

15| terns that we allow to be out there is continuing that

16 | sub- oppressi on.

17 Again, the nental health issues. | think

18 | there's noney that needs to be going into research. |'ve
19 partnered with Mount Mary College in MIwaukee, and we're
20 | doing ACE study, which is -- | don't know if you know

21 | about the Adverse Chil dhood Experience study. It's a

22| study, and there's no information on First Nations

23| people. So, | nean, we're in the 1 percent. W're

241 |like -- we're just lunped into "other." So there's no

25| data for our kids. And that data will help us be able to
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1| get the funding to do the research in our communities and
2 really do sone nental health healing and
3| intergenerational healing with our elders and our
41 children.

5 And to touch on what you tal ked about in terns
6| of the school boards, the infrastructure that we have to
71 work within -- and I"'ma Title VII program-- is we're
8 | constantly being hijacked because of the ignhorance. You
9| know, you can't do this and you can't do that because
10 | that doesn't fit into our plan and we don't know anyt hi ng
11 | about that. So there's a |ot of educating that | have to
12| do. And I'mconstantly junping through hoops to -- 1've
13| got to go neet this person, this person, this person, and
14| this person to explain why | want to do sone
15 | intergenerational healing or deal with historical trauma
16 | issues. Luckily, | do have a psychol ogi st that works in
17 | ny program whose area is trauma. And we do a | ot of
18 | talking circles with our children. And in fact, when |
19| wanted to do a talking circle, | was told, no, you can't.
20 | You have to use one of our psychologists. And | said,
21| wait, wait, wait, stop. | nean, you' re tal king about
22| trauma. |I'mtal king about historical trauma, and |I'm
23 | tal king about indigenous people, and |I'mtal ki ng about
24| the issues that we have in our comunity. And | -- you
25| know, | had to fight to get ny own person in there to do
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1| the talking circles. And in fact, | was one of the

2 partners in there doing the talking circles. That was

3| the nost powerful work |I've ever done with children. And
41 we really dealt with problem solving, skill building. W
5| nodeled it after Alverno Coll ege dealing wth

6| conmmunication, who are their support systens, those types
7|1 of things. Every student in there cried at the end and

8| wanted it to continue. W gifted themw th different

9| cultural things that we do in the Wodland tribes. That
10 | was our attenpt at dealing with our social issues in our
11 | community. But back to that infrastructure, that whole
12 | systemis ignorant. How do we deal with that? | nean,
13 | we know our value system W know our kids. W know

14 | what our tribal healing practices are, often frowned

15 | wupon. W know that. So we need the research and the

16 | noney and to put into nental health -- the behavi oral

17| health issue of it. And that's all | wote down based on
18 | what you guys were saying.

19 And especially with the special ed. issue, a

20| third of our kids in my programare in special ed. Qur
21 | district was cited for having an over-representation of
22 First Nation students in special ed., so they called a

23| lot of the districts that also had over-representation,
241 and | asked to go to that training. | was the only

25| person of color in that room And | stood up, and I
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1| said, now, you wonder why there's a problemhere. You
2 know, they didn't bring everybody to the table to try and
3| make those diagnostic tools culturally responsive.
4| They're not. Exanple, if you ask one of our native kids
S| what is a roach -- just what is a roach. In ny mnd,
6| there's three different roaches. There's the illegal
7| substance, there's the bug, and then for tribal people,
8| it's a hair piece. And if our babies answer that way,
9| and you have soneone who does not know that, you're going
10 | to think our kids are nuts. There are a |ot of
11 | diagnostic tools out there that our kids should not be
12 | subjected to.
13 MR. RON LESSARD: Do you find in special ed.
14| they're m scategorized because of sone often cultural --
15 M5. Rl CHANDA KAQUATOSH: Absol utely.
16 MR. RON LESSARD: -- issues they're put into as
17| a category of special ed., sentence of special ed.? And
18 | we've tal ked about that.
19 M5. Rl CHANDA KAQUATOSH. There are behavi oral
20| issues. | nean, they put themin EBD or |earning
21 | disabled, or there's sonething wong with him because
22 he's acting out. Well, did you take the tine to check
23| the fact that this four-year-old was just pulled fromhis
24 | grandnother's hone and put into another hone and then
25| noved to a city and he didn't know anybody? And right
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1| away, that kid went into special ed. Those are the
2 | ssues that -- | nean, we have those issues in the city
3| as well.
4 And | just thank you for allowing ne to cone up
5| and speak that, because | amtotally with you guys.
6 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. | wanted to
71 mention briefly that Ri chanda was very key in the very
8 | beginning of hel ping us put together the School
9| Environnent Listening sessions, got their comunity
10 | involved, their youth involved. Also Secretary Duncan
11 held a roundtable with the youth that participated in
12| that, and R chanda was able to attend. And --
13 M5. RI CHANDA KAQUATOSH: Could | tell themthe
14 | result of that?
15 MR. RON LESSARD: Pl ease do.
16 MS5. Rl CHANDA KAQUATOSH:. And as a result of
17| that, ny Title |I funding was taken away.
18 MR. GARY WALKER: OCh, really?
19 M5. RI CHANDA KAQUATOSH: Yeah, because of ny
20 affiliation with the White House Initiative. So, | nean,
21 | there's ganes being played and being all owed out there,
22| and there's retaliation going on if you do speak up. It
23| still exists. W're fighting every day. | filed an OCR
24| conplaint. I've tried to follow all the channels to deal
25| with the oppression, but it exists. It's real.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Did you find that by doing
2| those listening sessions we were able to -- it opened it
3| up -- wth sone consequences for you, but for young
4| people, it was an opportunity, a place that they felt
5| that there was sone support coming fromthe initiative
6| and fromthe --
7 M5. RI CHANDA KAQUATOSH: | think that the
8| intent of the district was to hold that whol e process up.
9| Renenber in the beginning --
10 MR RON LESSARD:. Yes.
11 M5. RI CHANDA KAQUATOSH: I n the beginning, we
12 | were trying to have it -- | wanted to have it in one of
13 | our schools right in the center of where all of our
14| famlies live. And the district kept holding the process
15| wup, holding it and holding it and holding it up to the
16 | point where we had no invitation. W had nothing to send
17| out to our famlies. Finally, as a M| waukee comittee,
18| we decided to nove it to the Indian Conmmunity School,
19| which is a private school in MI|waukee. And so | think
20 | that held up our capacity for having famlies attend. So
211 | think it was intentional. But | think for the people
22| who were there and were supposed to be there, it was a
23| chance for our kids to speak. | think a ot of our kids
24 | spoke up just about these issues. So it was beneficial
25 | definitely.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Great. Thank you. Thank you
2| very nuch.
3 M5. RI CHANDA KAQUATOSH:  And thank you for
41 allowng ne to speak.
5 MR. RON LESSARD: Next we have our |istening.
6| We're open for public conmment. | want to see -- who
71 was -- Dennis dson. Dennis dson fromFond du Lac Band
8 | of Lake Superior Chippewa.
9 MR. DENNIS OLSON: Good norning. Thank you for
10 | the opportunity.
11 MR. RON LESSARD: Good norni ng.
12 MR. DENNIS OLSON: Dennis O son, enrolled
13 | nenber of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chi ppewa.
14| And just to clarify, I'mnot here this norning
15| representing the Fond du Lac Band. |'mthe director of
16 | the Ofice of Indian Education at the M nnesota
17 | Departnent of Education, and |I'm here representing the
18 M nnesot a Departnent of Education and the State of
19| M nnesota on behalf of native students.
20 A coupl e of comments regarding the consultation
21 | policy developnent. First of all, the Mnnesota
22 Departnment of Education Ofice of Indian Education
23 | whol eheartedly supports the National |ndian Education
24 | Association's conmments submtted by President Monette.
25 A coupl e of comments | was devel oping |istening
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1| to the conversation. Nunber one, really caution against
2 being too prescriptive in the tribal consultation policy.
3 Here in M nnesota, we had historically a Indian Education
41 Advisory Commttee that was actually a state-appointed
5| commttee. And that commttee had sunset. And the
6| tribal leaders in the state representing 11 different
7| tribal nations actually stepped up and forned their own
8| commttee and appointed their own tribal education
9| departnent |eaders and other community representatives
10 | and forned a body called the Tribal Nations Education
11| Commttee. And we took that devel opnent of that body to
12 | heart at the Departnent of Education and actually wote
13 | consultation | anguage into state statute and devel oped a
14 | tribal consultation policy in response to the devel opnent
15| of that body and now utilize that body as our
16 | consultation forumfor everything that affects native
17 | students here in the state.

18 The Governor of M nnesota, Governor Mark

19 | Dayton, had issued an Executive Order in the spirit of, |
20 | think, President OGhama's Executive Order and nmandat ed

21| that all cabinet |evel agencies in the state devel op

22| tribal consultation policies, and that included the

23 Departnent of Education. O course, like |I had

24 | nmentioned, we were ahead of the gane. And we really nake
25| sure that our tribal |eaders and our tribal appointed
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 72
1| representatives as part of this body, the Tribal Nations
2 Education Commttee, are at the table at the begi nning at
3| all possible tinmes. And ny concern with the consultation
41 policy is sinply in a venue |ike this where comments are
5| given, comments are listened to, comments are consi dered,
6| and then potentially end up in sone bureaucratic bl ack
71 hole. And yes, it may be a little easier for individual
8| states to take comments and to take consultations
9| seriously when you're dealing wwth 11 tribal nations and
10 | not 566 tribal nations. But the end result should be the
11 | sanme. And we nake sure whenever possible to have tri bal
12| |l eaders at the table at the devel opnent fromthe
13 | beginning. And ny concern with the tribal consultation
14| policy is that there is a potential for that to not
15 | happen at the federal level or at the national |evel,

16 | that those comments are just considered, they're |istened
17| to, but that you don't have elected tribal |eaders or

18 | appointed tribal |eaders or tribal representatives in the
19 room when Ed. policy devel opnent is happeni ng and not

20 | necessarily with just prograns that affect native

21 | students or with denonstration prograns or denonstration
22| grant prograns or Title VIl Fornmula G ant Program

23 | changes, changes that just affect native students, but

24| really all Ed. policy.

25 You know, as you went through your Power Poi nt
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1| and nentioned that, you know, 7 percent of our native
2| students in the United States are in BIE schools, in
3 M nnesota it's about 4 percent of our native students.
41 So 96 percent of our native students in the state are in
5| public schools and in charter schools and in other
6| education settings. And so it's inperative that we don't
7| just look at ny office's prograns of |ndian Education but
8| look at all of our statew de policy and nmake sure that
9| tribal |eaders are aware of anything that nay cone down
10 | the pike.
11 | had nentioned the body. | think it's
12 | critical, too, that not only do we have those
13| representatives at the table, because that is the way
14| that tribal |eaders have told us how they want to be
15| consulted with, but that certainly doesn't preclude an
16 I ndi vidual tribal |eader representing a single nation.
17| 1t had been nentioned a couple tines this norning that
18 | there are certainly different priorities nation to nation
19 | and one that may float to the top and one that may not
20 | even be on the radar for another. And so allow ng an
21 | individual nation to request consultation on a specific
22 Issue is also critical to us. And, you know, you better
23| believe that |I'mresponsible for being responsive to that
24| as well and getting in the car and heading to wherever |
25| need to go to that tribal community to listen to those
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1| concerns and then nake sure they becone part of policy.
2 A coupl e other just key comments outside of the
3| consultation policy. W've had a really inpressive
41 legislative state session actually where there is over
5| $20 million now invested fromthe state budget
6| specifically for Indian education prograns and for | ndian
7| students. W' ve doubled the amobunt of state dollars that
8 | support our Bureau of Indian Education schools realizing
9| that they're funded far |ess than our per pupil funding
10 | in our public schools for native students. And so we
11 | worked to equalize that. W now are getting inundated
12| with questions. | think now that Indian education is
13| really at the forefront of everybody's mnd, we're
14 | getting inundated wth questions about how do | access
15| Title VII, who do | see for roles and responsibilities
16 | about parent commttees. And one thing that those who
17| have been in the field for a long tine tal k about is that
18 | strong training and technical assistance programthat
19 | wused to occur fromEd. out of the Ofice of Indian
20 Education. Folks would say -- they would be here on a
21 | plane that next week providing parent commttee training,
22 provi di ng other sources of technical assistance. And
23| that's just not the case anynore. W have about 180
24 | school districts -- and I'mnot tal king schools. |I'm
25| talking public school districts -- that are eligible for
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1| Title VIl funding here in Mnnesota. W have maybe 70,
2| and that's on the high side, that actually participate in
3| Title VIl funding. And so there's a huge gap there, |
4| think, of school districts that if they had a little nore
5| training in technical assistance and awareness from Ed.
6| side of things, they would be participating in that
7| program And unfortunately, that falls on ne at this
8 | point.
9 And then just finally nention the grant
10 | prograns that recently cane out out of the initiatives.
11| W were working really closely with our tribal nations
12 | here to devel op a STEP program application and, in
13 | actually going through it, realized that a | ot of the
14 | things that we were doing actually as part of our
15| relationship with our tribal nations and our SEA here
16 | were things that we were already doing regardless if the
17 | grant opportunity was there or not. And there was very
18 | little, if any, advantage other than a | ot of additional
19 red tape and bureaucratic regulations for us to junp
20 | through in order to just enhance that potentially a
21| little bit. And so we ended up pulling back fromthe
22 | STEP application.
23 And then our tribal |eaders and nyself as an
24| SEA representative in our office al so devel oped the TED
25| grants opportunity, the Tribal Educational Devel opnent
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 76
1| Capacity Building and Code Devel opnent. And there, too,
2 | think it was alnbst to the point where the regul ati ons
3| may have been a little too much for -- you know, and |'|
41 put up potentially nore barriers than woul d have been
5| advantages. But that application did get submtted
6| actually. And one of the disappointing things, |
71 think -- and I'll end with this -- was that the
8| priorities in the grant prograns said that the community
9| had to operate at |east three Bureau of Indian Educati on
10 | schools. And although communities that had one or two
11| BIE schools are still eligible, you know, | think it
12| really limted if you're |ooking at priorities. And in
13| one of the BIE PowerPoints |'ve recently seen, there are
14| only 11 tribes that operate three or nore BIE schools
15| nationwide. Qut of 183 BIE schools, there's only 11
16 | communities that operate three or nore. And so it al nost
17 | 1 ooked like a pre-determ ned grant opportunity that was
18 | designed for specific comunities. And when you're
19 | ooki ng at conpetitive processes with very little noney

20| on the table -- and, of course, we all recognize that a

21| lot nore financial resource is needed in all of these

22 prograns. But pilot or not, | think, you know, the

23 | conpetition was a little bit skewed.

24 And so with that, | appreciate the tine to

25| offer comments, and | thank you so nuch.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Please, go right
2 | ahead.
3 MR. MARVI N ADAMS: Thank you very nuch. And |
4|1 apologize for being late. | got here just recently. M
5| nane is Marvin Adans. | amthe executive counsel for
6| Central Council Tlingit and Haida | ndians of Al aska. W
7| represent 30,000 tribal nenbers.
8 As you know, Al aska has a very high dropout.
9| Last year, in 2007 through '12, there was 2,003 dropouts.
10 | And of that, 892 of them were Al aska Native. W
11 represent a very snall percentage of the population in
12 | Al aska, less than 23 percent. But yet, we represent over
13 | 50 percent of the dropouts in Alaska. Those are
14 | unacceptable for us, and we've got to do sonethi ng about
15| it. That's why I'mhere today is to begin the process of
16 | what we need to do at Central Council to address this,
17 | you know, unacceptabl e dropout rate.
18 The State of Al aska, as you know, has a big
19 | control over our state education system And they have
20 | been funding a lot of the tribal education operations for
21| a lot of rural Alaskans, and they're really rigid in
22| allowng anything tribal or anything Indian into the
23| school system | nean extrenely rigid, alnost
24 | unacceptable. It took standing on the capital steps just
25| to get the recognition of our |anguage into the Al aska
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1| education system So we have a really high hurdle of
2| trying to get over sone of these obstacles in the state
3| education system So ny request here is what is the
4| process | need to go through about getting support from
5| the Departnent of Education and through the consultation
6| process and getting relief for Alaska. It's alarmng.
7 It's just unacceptable. W have such a small percentage,
8 | but we have such a high dropout rate in the system
9 | also would like to support the National
10 I ndi an Educati on Associ ati on recommendations. | believe
11| they really are the forefront, and | really support what
12 | they're doing. W would like to have nore invol venent of
13| themin Alaska as well because | know they can be a great
14 | hel p.
15 So sorry for just comng in and hitting you
16 | with this, but this is really inportant. And | needed to
17 | speak with the Departnent of Education.
18 As you know, there was a recent transition in
19 | Al aska of a new governor and a new |ieutenant governor
20 | which is Alaska Native. And | spoke to Byron Mallott,
21 | the Lieutenant Governor, directly about this issue, and |
22 | spoke to the Departnent of Education. And one option
23| that they thought is that we have an alternative
24 | education systemin Al aska, and the mgjority of themare
25| Alaska Natives. And I'mwondering if it's possible that
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1| through the Departnent of Education if we can get funding
2| to help sone of these schools that are basically under
3| the direction and the supervision of Al aska Native
4| people. So I'mhere to request your assistance and
5| request your help.

6 MR. RON LESSARD: Absol utely.
7 MR. MARVI N ADAMS: And what do | need as a
8| native leader -- we are the largest tribe in Alaska -- to
9| help rectify this problem
10 Thank you.
11 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Do we have your
12 | contact information?
13 MR. MARVIN ADAMS: | did fill out the forns,
14 | vyes.
15 MR. RON LESSARD: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.
16 Jimmy? | don't think Aaron is here. |Is he?
17 | Ji nmy.
18 MR JI MW WARNE: Yes. Hello.
19 MR. RON LESSARD: How are you, Jinmmy?
20 MR JI MW WARNE: Not too bad. M nane is
21 Jimmy Warne. And I'mrepresenting -- I'mhere with
22 | CANAR, the Consortia of Adm nistrators for Native
23 | Anerican Rehab. 1've worked in tribal disability
24| prograns for the past 22 years. M father had M5, and so
25| that kind of got nme into the disability realm And |'ve
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1| also been an advocate for youth with disabilities.
2 My experience in education was a positive one.
3 | was fortunate enough to get a football scholarship -- |
4 | guess you see ny physical size, so | utilized it -- in
5| terns of being able to get that scholarship at a | arge
6| wuniversity, Arizona State, for ny undergrad. And then |
7| got ny nmaster's at San Diego State in disability
8 | vocational rehab studies. So for over 20 years, |'ve
9| been running the Center for Anmerican |Indian
10 Rehabilitation and Education, and |'ve had hundreds of
11 | Anerican |Indian students cone through San Diego State
12 | University, which is known as a tribal college, if you
13| will. But because they have an |Indian person, suddenly
14| there's Indian interest. And | think many of our
15| wuniversities and schools have no clue on Indian issues
16 | until they get their one Indian, you know. Usually
17| they're, oh, yeah, here's our Indian. W have one. You
18 | know, so again, this is sonething that's a challenge from
19 | many | evels and many i ssues.
20 | ' m obvi ously an advocate for people wth
21 | disabilities, but many of our youth are |abel ed di sabl ed.
22 LD, right? It's learning differently, not |earning
23| disability. So when | work with those youth, | say it's
24| the systemthat's disabled, but they're calling you
25| disabled. And that would give themthat strength and
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1| that enpowernent to say, oh, okay, it's okay to be Indian
2| and learn in the Indian way because there are different
3| learning styles. And the basis of American curriculumis
4| based on Euro-centric Anerican perspectives. And that's
5| why many of our kids and many very good exanpl es of
6| standardized tests and things |like that that have been
7 brought up by others is doing an injustice to our Kkids.

8 | always use the term"ignorant by design," because if

9| you're a product of American education, you are ignorant
10 | to American Indian issues by design.

11 | am fortunate enough to lecture

12 | internationally. Asians and Europeans know nore about

13| Anerican Indian history than Anericans do. And |I'msure
14 | many of your colleagues on the H Il that are products of
15 | Anmerican education have no clue about sone of the things
16 | that you're learning about in terns of your experience as
17 | non-1ndi an people working with Indian Country, because |
18 | woul d imagi ne your curriculumin high school and coll ege
19 | didn't prepare you for all these sovereignty issues. And
20| that's when | go to the H Il advocating for Indian

21| issues. I|I'mready to speak at a high |evel of Anerican
22 | ndi an needs, in this case, education or disability

23| issues. And | always have to go back to Indian 101

24 | Dbecause, commonly, the staff or the senator or the House
25 | person cones out, and their ignorance shows blatantly.
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1| So it's very frustrating when we want to di scuss higher
2 | evel issues, and we're just giving an Indian 101 | ecture
3| in education.
4 It was brought up about peer review. Are they
S| our peers review ng our grants? There's no requirenent
6| to make sure there's a mpjority of American |Indian peer
7 reviewers -- peer reviewers -- showng that they're
8 | working on our prograns. |'moften addressed and was
9| asked to speak and testify back in 2011 at the Senate
10 | hearings on stereotypes of nmascots because | played
11 prof essi onal sports as well as |I've done sone novies. |
12 | don't consider nyself an actor. But when they need a big
13| Indian, they give ne a call, and, suddenly, I'min a
14 | povie. But that ignorance by design with the mascot
15 | issue, sonehow, ny brother, Dr. Don Warne, graduate of
16 | Stanford Medi cal School, sonehow, Stanford changed their
17| nane and maintained their integrity. They survived not
18 | being the Stanford Indians. They didn't |lose tuition
19 noney because they got rid of their mascot. So why are
20 we in 2015 still discussing it today? |It's because the
21| mgjority of our products of Anmerican education are indeed
22 I gnorant by design. So here we are. They're going,
23| "what's the big deal?" | go, okay, | always go with
24| inclusion. "Then let's have the Wite Skins, the Bl ack
25| Skins, the Brown Skins and Yell ow Skins included."”
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1| Wuldn't it be a great rivalry, the Wite Skins versus

2| the Black Skins? Wth the great history that they have

3| here, inmagine what the fans could do with hanging dolls

41 in effigy, burning dolls in effigy |like they do wth us.

5| But it's okay because, oh, it's just Indians. W don't

6| even know what they are. You know? So again, that

7 I gnorance is very frustrating.

8 When | bring -- | do a football and athletic

9| life skills canps. 1'Il be out in New York working with
10| the tribes. And | always go hone to Pine Ri dge and do a
11 | canp every year. And | bring ny buddies fromthe NFL.

12| One is Randall MDaniel fromthe M nnesota Vikings. And
13 | when we go to that school with 500 kids, and we're

14 | speaking in an assenbly, | go, |ook, 71 percent of those
15| kids will drop out. They will not even get a high school
16 | education, which is shocking to ny non-1ndian brothers

17| that | bring to the res. to work with ny youth. So

18 | again, they're not even aware of it. So it's our job and
19 | through this dialogue that is in witing thankfully and
20| on record, because that's the culture. It nust be in

21| writing in the governnental culture. So again, the

22 | dropout rates.

23 And again, | think nmandati ng partnership,

24| that's sonmething we did with Rehab Services

25| Administration is we changed legislation. |'mforner
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1| vice president of CANAR and forner |egislative chair, and
2 now we have our newer folks representing us. And we
3| changed legislation in four state agencies to work with
41 tribal agencies, because when they had the choice to do
5| so, how many chose to include Indian tribal VR prograns?
6| Qut of the 24 states, how many of them do you think
7| chose? Assune the worst, right? So now by force, by
8| regulation, now all 24 states nust have an Aneri can
9| Indian person representing on those state boards. So
10 | again, we nust look at it's nice to wait in federal tine.
11| We're all aware of it, right? So again, we nust put in
12 | |l anguage that there is sone forced partnership, because
13| if we wait for it, it's not going to happen, as nost of
14 | us have had the experience. W have to stand on the
15| steps and just sit there until they go, okay, well, let's
16 | address the Indian issues, there's a bunch of Indians in
17 | the hallway, right? So again, many of us have had these
18 | sane chal | enges.

19 Most recently, | was on -- during the

20 | Super Bow in Arizona, they had a panel discussing the

21| racist elenents of mascots. And it's on G SPAN, so if

22| folks want to look at it, Kevin did a great job, the

23| director of Anmerican Indian Muiseum So | think the

24| Anerican |Indian Museum has now taken steps to tell nore

25| of the truth,
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1 Qur curriculumis way far behind because the
2 I gnorance of -- our Anmerican brothers and sisters have no

3| clue who we are as Indian people. And | think one of the
41 first things we need to do is not only increase the

5| capacity of our Indian schools but literally change the

6| curriculumto be at |east equal to Europe and Asia in

7| terns of Indian history and perspective, because | always
8| wuse the exanple of what if | read a few books on

9| African-Anerican wonen studi es, and suddenly | consider
10 | nyself an expert, and I'mgoing to teach you what it is
11| to be African-Anerican wonen. How do you think they

12 | would feel? That would be ignorant, wouldn't it? Yet,

13| we're dealing with that every day in our school systens,
14 | with our school boards, with people that just do not know
15| the issues of Indian 101 at |east at the m ni num

16 | standard.

17 So again, our |anguages nust be reincorporated.
18| We don't need to be | earning European | anguages. W

19 | shoul d be having our own | anguages in the school systens.
20| And we've seen the benefit of the dropout rates inproving
21 | when we do have our own accreditation standards of

22 utilizing our elders, our traditional educators, to teach
23 | our language and our ways and our stories within the

24 | school systens. And dropout rates have inproved

25| significantly.
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1 So again, with the president, currently, |

2| think it's very inportant that we utilize his |ast

3| year and-a-half on the hill to see what |egislative

4| change he nmay be able to support. And wth the increased
5| Gen | initiative, |I'mhoping those funds really get to

6| the schools. And when | go hone to Pine Ridge -- and

71 1'"ve been to many of the reservations throughout there.

8| 1've been to, geez, a couple hundred reservations. And |

9| wusually do things with kids because they're al ways

10 | interested in the pro football thing, and | always bring
11 It back to culture and who are we as |Indian people. They
12 | just want to know who | played against, basically, or how

13| nmuch | weigh, whichis alittle enbarrassing these days.
14 But again, this is very inportant in terns of how do we
15 | mandate partnership. Wat is the m ni num standards that
16 | schools nust neet in terns of addressing the dropout

17| rates and | anguage, | anguage, |anguage. W nust keep our

18 | | anguages alive, because once we | ose our |anguages, our
19| culture will start to fade.
20 So thank you for everybody's efforts. It's

21| great to have this consultation, and, hopefully, there
22| are sone differences made. Again, there's so nmuch work
23| to be done. The seventh generation, I'ma firmbeliever
24| in blackout philosophy, that it will take seven

25| generations to heal our circle after Wunded Knee. And
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1| that's the young ones of today, and they're going to nake
2| sone great things happen. And it's our responsibility as
3| elders intraining to make sure they succeed, because
41 they're going to make sone great things happen for us in
5| the future.

6 So thank you very nmuch for allow ng ne.

7 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you very nuch. Thank

8| you. | wanted to nention one of the things that we've

9| been involved with specifically to Pine Ridge is the --
10| and with the Sioux side issue on Pine Ridge, which is

11 ranpant in Indian Country but certainly very high in Pine
12 Ri dge, as we know, we just recently -- and | just want to
13| nention this -- that we through -- I'll quote ny

14 | supervisor, Bill Mendoza, who those of you who know

15 Bill -- and | wanted to do this because specifically

16 | coming to that region, we recently put out a -- with the
17| U. S. Departnent of Education and Interior, we announced a
18 | grant to assist Pine R dge recovery efforts. And so |

19| wanted to quote Bill, because Bill says, "W are

20 | heartbroken about the tragic loss of |ife and are

21| committed to working with the Pine Ridge community as it
22 heals. These funds will help Pine R dge schools'

23| continued efforts to restore their |earning environnent
24| in the face of these great tragedies,"” said Mendoza.

25| "This Admnistration is commtted to supporting tribes in
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations
6/28/2015 Page: 88

1| their work to nmeet the needs of their students. W all
2 must do nore to address the chall enges across | ndi an

3| Country." This was the SERV program it's call ed.

4 But | just want to again nention, with the

5| Departnent of Education, Secretary Duncan, the support

6| that he has given the Wiite House Initiative, the Ofice
7| of Indian Education, is certainly a major contributor to

8 the Adm nistration on American |Indian and Al aska Nati ve

9| issues. So again, we hear that and continue to support
10 | you, and al so, again, you know, this will go back to
11 | Secretary Duncan, and he will be able to hear your

12 | comments, so.

13 Next, | may have | eft soneone -- M chael

14 Rabi deaux? Sorry, Mchael. | skipped over you before.
15| You were first on the list. Thank you.

16 MR. M CHAEL RABI DEAUX: You don't know how it
17| warnms ny heart to hear DCE say thank you. Apol ogi ze.

18 M ke Rabi deaux. 1'm a band nenber of the Fond du Lac

19 | Lake Superior Chippewa Tribe. 1've been superintendent
20| for 28 years at our gibwe School, first a teacher, then
21| a building adm nistrator. |'ma grandfather. 1'ma

22 proud nenber of our community. Respect and honor very
23 | nuch ny Ani shinaabe brothers here in the room relatives
24| and sisters and all ny el ders.

25 As | sat in the back of the room wondering
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1| earlier if it would be okay to fall asleep, I'mnot a
2| Christian, but | often fall asleep under that big
3| building in a pew about this tinme of day. So | was
41 hopi ng soneone woul d break out with song.
5 My good friend and col |l eague, M. Dennis d son,
6| Ofice of Indian Education, addressed you briefly here
7| today as well. Again, | ama superintendent of a BIE
8| tribal school, one of four schools located in the State
9| of Mnnesota with a total population of over 800
10 | children. Each tribe, Leech Lake, MIle Lacs,
11 | Wiite Earth, and Fond du Lac, are operated by their own
12 | tribal governnments but, of course, under the influence of
13| the BIE. That's where our funding cones from Again,
14| we're tribally controlled. W have sitting school
15| boards. W have curriculuns we follow, the State of
16 | M nnesota curriculuns. W have state |icensing
17| requirenents that we follow. They're State of M nnesota
18 | requirenents for adm nistrators and teachers. W follow
19 | all state standards and assessnents. They're all State
20| of Mnnesota. Everything is State of M nnesot a.
21 The only thing that is not State of M nnesota
22| are the band nenbers of ny tribe. W are naghashi onaan.
23 Dennis briefly nmentioned our Tribal Nations
24 | Education Conmttee. | am a nenber appointed by our
25| tribal council. | sit with other nenbers in the state.
800-545-9668 Paradigm Reporting & Captioning #88019

612-339-0545 www.paradigmreporting.com



U.S Department of Education Tribal Consultations

6/28/2015 Page: 90
1| W've been very aggressive, | think, forever, you know,
2| even before we had to give ourselves a fancy title,
3| because before, we did like many of us in Indian Country
41 already know. Qur |eaders stand up when we need and we
5| mnust do things. But with our fancy title, Tribal Nations
6 Education Commttee, we've had the inroads to work
7| progressively wwth the State of M nnesota. W' ve
8| practiced self-determnation. That's not a rhetorical
9| term Self-determnation is an inportant term W
10 | practice sovereignty. The conbi nation of both of those
11 has | ed to many progressive educational novenents here in
12| the State of M nnesota. W haven't stopped our vision.
13 | We haven't stopped our phil osophy.
14 Qur vision and phil osophy, the further you nove
15| fromthe center, the less it becones understood. W know
16 | that in the State of WAshington where | had ny
17 | directions. W know that in Washington, D.C. The
18 | gentleman here tal ked about the education level. [|'m not
19| here to insult our legislative |eaders. But like them
20| children growing up in the schools don't |earn about
21 |  Ani shi naabe people. And if you're not given an
22 | opportunity to | earn about self-determnation in treaties
23 | and sovereignty, what can you expect? W only |ook |ike
24| a negative. W will. W're a statistic. W're
25| 1 percent. That's who we are. And yet, in our own
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1| tribes, we're the 100% It's not a denbcracy. |It's
2 Indian life. It's our value. It's character val ue.
3 What gets taught in schools often is deened
41 inportant to neasure, but that doesn't apply to us. How
5| isthat? Howis that?
6 We tal ked about Conpetitive and Denonstration
7| Gants. To us -- | only speak for nyself -- well, nmaybe
8| a fewothers. But a Conpetitive and Denonstrati on G ant
9| sounds |like a basketball ganme, or, at best, the way these
10 | are designed, they're witing contests. They're essays.
11 | They're essays. And they may not represent us. They
12 | represent the person that taught us howto wite. It's
13 | not our | anguage, and yet, it continues. STEP, STEM
14 | TED. There are nore, and they're all priorities.
15| They're all requirenments. And yet, if a tribe doesn't
16 | have the resources or that technical witer that knows
17| how to take that data and nmake a data-driven deci sion,
18 | how many tinmes can it happen? W wote a TED grant in a
19 | framework of a week and-a-half. They cane out My 15;
20| they were due June 15. Well, who did that cater to? Wo
21| did that cater to? The tribes that don't have the
22 resources of technical witing skills? W didn't get any
23| help fromBIE to do that. None. So | don't know if
24| we're going to be successful with our witing essay or
25| not. It would be nice to have that fiscal noney to do
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1| what we're already doing.

2 It was brought up earlier about JOM | npact

3| date, Title VII, JOM W're talking briefly about the

41 19,000 other students in the State of M nnesota who are a
5| conbination of identifications. Title VII identifies one
6| way. JOMidentifies one way. Lord knows what | npact A d
7| does. BIE has a definition of who is eligible. Wen we
8| consider all the eligibilities and all the requirenents

9| and all the policies, at the end of the day, who is

10 | focusing on what's actually being taught?

11 Here in the State of M nnesota, we've done a
12 | ot of inroads on curriculum on academ c outcones. | t
13| isn't perfect, but we've been able to influence what the

14 | State of Mnnesota, the M nnesota Departnent of Education
15| through the Ofice of Indian Education director -- we've
16 | been able to influence what is being taught in this

17| state. W' ve been able to influence benchmarks and

18 | standards in social studies. It's inportant, our

19 | history. If we don't teach non-Indians -- and we know
20| the non-Indians are those key stakehol ders that make

21 | decisions about policies about us. And where is that

22 | education? Were does it begin? Wo takes

23| responsibility? 1'mnot discrediting many of the fine
24| legislators. This isn't define sovereignty, define

25 sel f-determ nati on, define Public Law 100-297. What's a
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1| 638? That's not what it is. Wat is it? And we should
2| decide what it is. You know, that's the vision we have
3| for this State of Mnnesota. And as a Tribal Nations
4 Educati on Committee nenber, that's ny job.

5 There are dramatic funding and fiscal needs.
6| What a surprise to hear that. Wth the current BIE,
7 | SEP, fornula grant. That doesn't begin to cover any of
8| the support costs, our cooks, our librarians, our
9 | counselors, our parent engagenent people, our tutors, our
10 | paras. It doesn't begin to cover school board costs. It
11 | doesn't begin to cover extracurricular activities, field
12 | trips, gifted and talented. It doesn't begin to cover
13 | additional trips nmade for special needs students.
14| There's a process for that. And it doesn't begin to
15 | cover our athletic prograns. All of that cones right out
16 | of our basic formula, |SEP.
17 | have to brag about our boys. This past year
18| we returned to state. Qur population is 300 kids. W
19| went to the state basketball chanpionship two of the
20 | past -- well, we've been there twice. W're going back
21| this year. And these kids believe in thenselves. |
22 heard ny good friend that offered the prayer here
23| earlier. He spoke about basketball. WelIl, | don't know
241 how long we're going to be able to continue our
25 | basketball program because it cones out of our education
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1| program That's inportant.
2 My comments here are comments reflective of the
3| tribe's position, but by no neans are they official. W
41 do plan to submt docunentation.
5 Just on a brief closing note, the political
6| side of it, you probably are all aware of a political
7| candidate who just painted all of us Anishi naabe people.
8 | These are dangerous tinmes in our country. Everyone is
9| open to free speech. But when soneone can paint us as
10 | bad people and run for political office, to ne, that is
11 | concerni ng.
12 And the other piece about these nmascots, ny
13 | personal opinion, in our great capital, if we allowthe
14 Redski ns and do not hing about that, who is foolish enough
15| to think we can do anything el se?
16 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you.
17 MR. AARON PAYMENT: I'msorry. | wanted to
18 | conme in and give sone input, but our executive session is
19 not done yet, so I'mhere with you in spirit.
20 MR. RON LESSARD: Ckay. Thank you, Aaron.
21 Just checking our list. Do we have any
22| callers, anyone on the phone that would Iike to make a
23 | comment?
24 Marvin, did you -- you wanted to say nore?
25| Make an addition?
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1 MR. MARVI N ADAMS: Thank you for that
2| opportunity.
3 MR. RON LESSARD:. Sure.
4 MR. MARVI N ADAMS:  You know, | really
S| appreciate hearing the words fromny brother from
6 Pine Ridge. W had just recently passed a resolution to
7 boycott FedEx because they're a sponsor of the Redskins,
8| and we're bringing a resolution asking everybody else to
9| boycott it as well, because it's inportant. And it
10| really is inportant. |It's sending a wong nessage to our
11| children that this is acceptable. And we have to put a
12| stop to it. | think it's very inportant that we take a
13| stand, draw a line in the sand.
14 But | would |ike to go back to our real big
15| hurdles in Alaska with the education systemup there, the
16 | state education system The Al aska Native peopl e have
17| really no say or control of the processes or the
18 | regulations or the curriculum And we need support and
19| help fromthe Departnent of Education because there's a
20| trust responsibility that we as Al aska Native peopl e
21 | depend on gui dance and directions fromthe Federal
22 | CGovernnent. You know, it's incunbent upon the Depart nent
23 | of Education through the Bureau of |ndian Education to
24 | support us and help us get our |anguages back into the
25| school system get a recognition for it, but, nore
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1| inportantly, to help us with our dropout rate.
2 lronically, the 37 percent dropout rate that we
3| represent, it's alnost the sane anount of the ratio that
41 we've got in the prisons. You know, we represent 14,
5| 15 percent of the population of the State of Al aska.
6| Yet, we alnost represent 40 percent of the incarcerations
71 in the State of Alaska. And | associate that with a | ack
8 | of education because, you know, there's nowhere for these
9| young kids to go. And a big part of themare Al aska
10 Native nen. So | really would |ike, you know, support.
11 | Especially, | know President Obama has been a great
12 | friend of the Al aska Native people and our Native
13 | Anmerican people. And we would like to take this
14 | opportunity to find out if there's a fix fromthe tine he
15| remains in office and what we could do at Central Council
16 | of Tlingit and Haida |Indians of Alaska to rectify this
17 | problem
18 So thank you for giving ne a second
19 | opportunity.
20 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Anyone el se have
21 | any other comments?
22 M5. SHEI LA COOPER: |I'mthankful you are here
23| and well. [|'m Sheila Cooper, a nenber of the Seneca
241 Nation of Indians, and |I'mthe senior advisor of Tribal
25| Affairs at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
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1| Admnistration. And there were two actually comments |
2| want to nmake to Ron, a nenber of the d arkview Mohawk
3| [inaudible] confederacy of the House. And he and | have
41 been nonitoring the Alyce Spotted Bear |egislation and
5| was wondering if there was any di scussi on on where that
6| wll be housed should it be passed.
7 MR. RON LESSARD: Excuse ne. Sorry.
8 M5. SHEI LA COOPER: So |I'mjust posing that
9| question of where it would be housed.
10 And then an address to vice president from
11 Rosebud, he tal ked about trauma. And I'mgiving a brief
12 | presentation at the House Subconmm ttee tonorrow on
13| SAVHSA's work with trauma. | won't say that HHS | eads
14 | anongst federal agencies on tribal consultation, but
15| our secretary has a tribal advisory commttee that neets
16 | every three nonths. And so the principals of all of
17 | our agencies wthin HHS have to give an update to that
18| commttee every three nonths. M/ adm nistrator,
19 Pam Hyde, neets with 19 tribal |eaders every three
20| nonths and tells themwhat is happening as far as
21 | behavioral health in Indian Country. And what we've
22 heard here today is that tribal |eaders are tired of
23 | addressing the synptons, suicide, sexual assault,
24 | donestic violence, and they want to attack the root core,
25| which is historical intergenerational trauma. | even say
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1| contenporary trauna. | can't inmagi ne what ny grandsons
2| are going through every day, but I'msure it's
3| interesting and different than what | went through when |
4| was a student. You know, | can always say you want to
5| hear about trauma being a Fed -- being an Indian worKki ng
6| in the federal service, but | won't go there. Anyway, we
7| are tal king about, fromwhat we've heard fromtri bal
8| leaders, they said that they built on the successes that
9| this admnistration has been able to secure for |ndian
10 | Country. And | ooking towards possible transitioning in a
11 | year and-a-half or so, what can we do to keep the
12 nmoment um goi ng such as it is. And it was discussed to
13 | have a tribal behavior health agenda. SAMHSA has no
14 | defined concept of what that should | ook |ike, but we've
15| been talking with tribal |eaders, urban Indian groups,
16 | behavioral health workers in Indian comunities since the
17 | beginning of the year. And we're fornulating sone
18 | interesting concepts of what a tribal behavioral health
19 | agenda would [ ook like. And so, hopefully, by early next
20 | spring, we'll have that docunent prepared. W' re hoping
21| to do sone additional convenings of tribal |eaders and
22 | others over the next several nonths. And |like | said,
23| it's not sonething that SAMHSA has pre-conceived, but we
24 | know we've done a lot of work with trauma in Indian
25| Country. W're partnering with the Departnent of
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1| Education and about seven others. HHS has taken the |ead
2 | anongst federal agencies to directly provide support to
3| those who try in this tine of need.

4 And so we're | ooking at federal coll aboration.

5| SAVHSA can relate to small tribes. W're one of the

6| smallest agencies in HHS. W have limted doll ars.

7| Whatever we do, we have to |look at it as strategically

8| as we can. And so under this adm nistration,

9| Adm nistrator Hyde has adamantly fought for the nost

10 | flexible type of funding that tribes could have that was
11 | non-conpetitive. W did that for two years. She asked
12| for 50 mllion. Didn't get it. Asked for 40 mllion.
13| Didn't get it. W finally got five. She |looks at it as
14 | a down paynent.

15 But yeah, we've heard tribal |eaders say give
16 | us the flexibility, give us the autonony to do what we
17 | know best to do for our comunities. And so based on

18 | that history, based on sone of the tribal |eaders a |ot,
19| we're noving forward in that direction.

20 So | just wanted to bring that to everyone's
21| attention that there are resources within SAVHSA to

22 | address trauma. We do have an Anmerican | ndi an/ Al aska

23| Native Trauma Child Stress Network that has information
24| as well. So | encourage you to | ook at our website and
25| find sone information to hel p you.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you. Thank you very
2 much.
3 | wanted to nmake a qui ck announcenent for
41 tonmorrow. At the Science Museum of M nnesota, it's the
5| Broadening Participation of American |Indians and Al aska
6 Natives in STEM [|t's coordi nated by the Departnent of
7| Energy and other federal agencies and including National
8 | Indian Education Associations. It will be from-- it
9| looks like it begins at 1:00. And Dr. Eric Jolly,
10 Presi dent of the Science Museum w |l be there.
11 | Honorable Dot Harris, director of DOE, O fice of Economc
12 | Inpact, and Senator Al Franken will be there. So I just
13| wanted to let you know. | have sone sheets on that 1"l
14 | leave after, so -- leave it out front, so.
15 Hel | o, Monty.
16 MR, MONTY ROESSEL: Hell o.
17 MR. RON LESSARD: |[It's just after noon now.
18 MR. MONTY RCESSEL: My nane is Charles Mnty
19| Roessel. I'mthe director of the Bureau of Indian
20 Education. And it's an honor to be here. | just was at
21 | a language framework -- or |anguage neeting earlier. W
22 have a session at 1:00 on an update for BIE
23 But | want to take this opportunity to do two
241 things. One, | see it says Inpact Aid, and it would be
25| great if BIE was able to get sone |Inpact Aid noney. So
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11 I'Il put that out there officially.
2 But the other, | think, you know, what | woul d
3| say to people that are here fromdifferent schools -- and
41 |1 heard the comments about BIE, and | don't think this is

S| appropriate to defend BIE or anything like that. But |
6| wll say this, interns of the tine and the period right
7 now, | think we're in a very unique period and an

8| opportunity as we nove forward to really nmake an i npact
9| in Indian education. |'ve been a part of Indian

10 | education nore or less ny entire career. M parents

11| started the first tribally controlled school, Rough Rock
12 | Denonstration School, back in 1966 and then started the
13| first tribally controlled college, Navajo Community

14| College, two years later down the road at Many Farns.

15| And so it's been a part of ny life for along tine. And
16 | don't think we've had the focus and the intensity that
17| we have right now with Secretary Duncan, Secretary

18 | Jewell, the President all comng together to try to do

19 | sonet hi ng.

20 And | think | really like the comment earlier,
21| "a down paynent." | think everything we do is a down
22 paynent. Nothing is final. Everything is a down paynent

23| for as we nove forward in the future. So right now, that

24 | down paynent is resulting in -- at least in the '15
25| budget, and we're hoping in the '16 -- a focus on Indian
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1| education |like we haven't had.

2 But | think sonething that has cone out of this
3| that | hope will continue is that there is a renewed

4| partnership between the Departnent of Ed. and BIE in a

5| way that there has never been. And | think it's only

6| going to help tribes. And | think one of the big focuses
7| that has changed within BIE and | think also the

8| Departnent of Ed. is this word right here, "tri bal

9| leaders.” That the focus is nowto engage tribes in the
10 | education of their future, their youth. | don't think
11| we've ever done that in the past. | know fromBIE s

12 | perspective, we haven't. | know fromthe Departnent of

13| Ed.'s perspective, they haven't. And we see that focus

14 | now.

15 One of the issues and | think in the session
16 | that I'll be having later is talking about we went

17| through this year -- and this is a consultation -- BIE

18 | for its reform W had 21 tribal consultations, probably
19 | the nost prolific consultation that's ever been done by

20 t he Federal Governnent. And we |istened, and we

21| inplenented ideas. And I'msure that this is also the
22| case here. And | just want to say | think that's
23| sonething that's really inportant. | sat for nany years

241 on the other side of the table |ooking into the Federal

25| CGovernnent, calling the BIE the devil. And now|'mthe
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1| head of the BIE, so, as | say, God, or for a man of the

2 holy people, they have a good sense of hunor. And |

3| think one of the things we see is that there is a real

4| sense of urgency to try to do sonething.

5 And so, you know, | guess part of this in this

6| period of consultation is to encourage way-out-there

7 | deas, because the way-out-there ideas are what becone

8 | common today. In 1966, the way-out-there idea was tribes

9| being able to control their own education. | renenber

10 | the conversation -- ny father-in-law was the chairnman,

11 Raynond Nakai, and he started Navajo Community Col | ege,

12 and he brought in officials fromBIE and the governnent,
13| and he said | want to start a college. The tribe is

14| going to run a college. And corporate officials and Bl A
15| officials laughed at him They said, ny God,

16 M. Chairman, you don't nmean to tell nme that you Navaj os
17| think you can run a college. But now | ook at how many

18 | tribal colleges we have. 1It's not a -- it's the

19| normalcy. |It's the new nornmal. So those ideas that seem
20| to be shocking today are going to be what we ook to in
21| the past -- or in the future. W'I|l say why did we ever
22| doubt it. And so |l think it's really inportant that when
23| we tal k about these ideas and change in Indian educati on,
24| we really try to think about the kids first but also from
25| the tribal |eaders' perspective, fromthe tribes. And so
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1| | just want to say that BIE is conmtted to that. That's
2| the newBIE, that we're looking to the tribes as being

3| partners -- full partners as we nove forward.

4 We have sone really interesting ideas that are
5| formulating. Two groups of tribes, Southwest and the

6 Pl ai ns, are | ooking at taking over their entire school

7| system In the past that woul d have been no. Today,

8| it's let's see how we can nake it happen. And | think

9| the sane thing is happening with Departnent of Ed. These
10 | ideas with the STEP grant expanding tribal control noving
11| forward | think is sonmething that is really exciting as
12 | we nove forward.

13 So | just want to share that. | want to say

14 | thank you to ny colleagues in the Departnent of Ed. You
15 | know, we neet every week. There's a group of us neeting
16 | probably three tines a week. W' re probably getting sick
17 | of each other right now. But it was nice, and |

18 | appreciate you giving ne the opportunity to speak. And |
19 | just want to say, from our perspective, BIE s

20 | perspective, we're full partners, but we're only full

21| partners to the extent you're the partner. You're the

22 real partner here. W teamup and partner with you. But
23| the tribes as we nove forward in education, | think we

24| can't get there unless tribes are a part of the solution.

25 Thank you.
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1 MR. RON LESSARD: Thank you, Monty, very nuch.
2 | encourage everyone to attend Mnty's session, the BIE
3| session comng up. Wth that, | want to thank everyone
4| for com ng today.

5 Wth that, | want to thank everyone for com ng
6| today. |It's been a real honor for nyself and Al ex and
7 Margaret to be here fromthe Departnent of Ed. W take
8 | your comments seriously. W wll take those comments

9| back to all those that need to hear them And we | ook
10 | forward to your comments on our consultation policy and
11 | our Inpact Aid program

12 Agai n, thank you. Enjoy NCAI. | would like
13| to, if I may, ask Tuffy, would you close for us again? |
14 | woul d sincerely appreciate that if you woul d.

15 (Closing coments were nade by

16 M. Tuffy Lunderman.)

17 (Concl uded at 12:08 p.m)

18 ok kK kK ok Kk

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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2
3| STATE OF M NNESOTA)
) Ss.
4 | COUNTY OF HENNEPI N)
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Depart ment of Education Tribal Consultation on the
6| 28th day of June, 2015, at St. Paul RiverCenter, in
St. Paul, M nnesot a;
7
That the proceedings transcribed by ne are a
8| true record of the proceedi ngs held;
9
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10 | matter and have no contract with any persons with an
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11
12 W TNESS My HAND AND SEAL, this 6th day of
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13
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